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BOOK III. 
GENERAL OFFICERS. 




Karly life of Taylor — Defence of Fort Harrison — Expedition 
against the Winnebagoes — Black Hawk war — Florida — 
Battle of Okee-Chobee — Taylor stationed in the west. 

Previous to the war with Mexico there was but one 
major-general in the army; but as by the act of congress 
of 1S45--46 it was increased, and a number of generals 
of both grades to command volunteers appointed, it be- 
came necessary to commission other generals of the army 
proper, among whom was a major-general. This commis- 
sion was conferred on General Zachary Taylor, at that 
time a brevet brigadier-general and colonel of the 1st in- 
fantry. 

Zachary Tavlor was born in the county of Orange, 
in Virginia, in the year 1790, on an estate which 
had been almost from the days of colonization in posses- 
sion of his family. His ancestors had emigrated in the 
days of the early settlement from England, and at once 
occupied a high social and political rank in their new 
home. In the list of the adherents of Bacon, the rebel, 
as Sir William Berkeley styled him, is found the name of 
B. Taylor, of Caroline. It subsequently appears in the 
annals of the colony and state, connected with the most 
rlistinguished men of the country. 

In the year 1790, when Kentucky was a district of 
Virginia, Colonel Dick Taylor, as he was ever called, 
emigrated diither with his whole family, in comY 5 ^ 
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elder Croghan, Colonel Bullett, and others of 
b :e. The country was then a wilderness, the 

c he Indians north of the Ohio, and of the 

. iblished south and east of the Alleghany. 

is nations were attracted to it by the chase, 
and c ..us ensued whenever two parties chanced to 
meet. Subsequently, when the population from Virginia 
and Carolina began to tend thither, frequent incursions 
were made against the settleme"'" ™- stations of the whites. 
During die revolution, Colon ylor commanded one 
of the Virginia regiments, and served repeatedly under 
the eye of the Father of his country, in the respect 
of whom he occupied a high position. In the Indian 
wars of Kentucky, he was distinguished by his daring 
and cool skill, and when peace was restored held many 
civil stations of trust and importance. He was one of 
the framers of the constitution of the state, and subse- 
quently represented both the city of Louisville and 
the county of Jefferson in the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives of the state. He died not long since on 
his plantation near Louisville, leaving six children, 
Hancock, Zachary, and Joseph, Elizabeth, Sarah, and 
Emily. Of these Zachary, Joseph, and Sarah, alone are 
living. 

General Taylor grew up amid a border war, which 
left its impresssion permanently on his mind. It pre- 
pared him for his subsequent career, and fully devel- 
oped the daring disposition which has ever characterized 
him. A hundred anecdotes of his boyhood are told, 
illustrative of his life, curious, but necessarily excluded 
from such a sketch as this is. After enjoying as many 
advantages as at that time could be obtained in Kentucky, 
and profiting by the instructions of his father, an alum- 
nus of William and Mary College, Taylor found him- 



PORT HARRISON. 7 

self at the beginning of life called on to choose a career. 
This was the era of outrage committed on the Chesa- 
peake, and the popular mind was in the highest degree 
excited. In the west this feeling was peculiarly violent, 
from the fact that the country had long been harrassed 
by outrages of the Indians acting, beyond all doubt, 
under British influence. Taylor was most anxious to 
enter the military service, and a commission of first 
lieutenant in the 7th infantry was conferred on him by 
Mr. Jefferson, on the 3d of May, J808. Taylor was 
then eighteen. The war seemed imminent, but four 
long years ensued before a blow was struck. During 
this interval of time, the young lieutenant devoted him- 
self to the study of the detail of his profession, and to 
military history with such avidity as to become conspi- 
cuous for his knowledge of the latter in the whole array. 

It had long been evident that the war could not be 
avoided, and both parties were preparing for it. The 
British were enlisting the Indians on their side by bribes 
and persuasions, with partial success. The scheme 
was, however, discovered, and General Harrison, the 
governor of the northwest, proceeded with a large 
tbrce to the country of the Miamis, who were known to 
have entered into stipulations to take up arms. 

General Harrison, on this expedition, determined to 
build a fort on the Wabash, about fifty miles above Vin- 
cennes, subsequently known as Fort Harrison. To the 
command of this, Taylor, who had previously become a 
captain, was assignad. War, it will be remembered, 
was declared June 19, 1812. 

Captain Taylor at that time had been but a month in 
command of Fort Harrison ; a mere stockade, the gar- 
rison of which was a single company, exhausted in a 
long march through the wilderness. He was aione, 
Vol. If. 2 
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t a treacherous enemy, kept constantly on 

aware that he had nothing to depend on 

his own cool head. The garrison were 

1 unceasingly in strengthening their weak 

'hilein this condition, with but a handful of 

ni lor service, he was attacked by a force of 

r I Jred and fifty Indians. The attempt was made 

nt nignc, and Captain Taylor's defence is one of the 

most brilliant feals recor'" JL_ ""e military annals of the 

United States. 

The Indians had for some time been prowling around 
the garrison, without co mm itti iny positive act of hos- 
tility. On the evening of the d of September, how- 
ever, two young men, who, though citizens, resided in 
the fort, were shot and scalp On the evening of 

the 4th, a party of Indians, cc losed of the chiefs of 
many of the bands, led by the n ophet, came to the gar- 
rison with a white flag, evidently to ascertain the condi- 
tion of things and the defences. 

This placed Captain Taylor yet more on the alert, 
and he immediately prepared his command for the con- 
test. So weakened was it by disease and sickness, that 
the number of effective men did not exceed fifteen. 
The cbramanding officer himself was so exhausted that 
he could sustain himself on his feet only for a portion of 
the night. At tattoo fresh precautions were taken, and 
one of the non-commissioned officers was ordered to pat- 
rol the line of defences frequently through the night, to 
prevent the enemy from acquiring any advantage by an 
unexpected attack. 

At eleven the attack was made. At the first shot of 
the sentinel the commanding officer ran out and posted 
his men. At the diagonal corners of the picket were two 
block-houses, one of which was under the charge of the 
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first s&geant. The c^er was u&d&iarttfOte-htiuiJt^ with 
the gro^itlon of .the ground jtfem, which Was intfasted 
to a corporal and ten privates as an 'alarm post. This 
one the Indians succeeded in firing, crawling up in the 
dark to a f>lace where! n rupture in the floor had taken 
place from the great weight of salt which rested on it 
In the interim a constant and well directed fire was kept 
up by the enemy on the roof, and as all water Was to be 
carried in buckets, some delay ensued, so that the flames 
extending to some spirits, also in the building, ascended 
to die wooden roof and 'baffled all efforts to suppress it 

This block-house was built out from the barracks in 
a bastion-like form, and endangered all the defences. 
The men immediately became terrified, so that Captain 
Taylor had great difiL* in enforcing' obedience to hi. 
orders. He saw readily that if the rriof of the building 
was thrown off as far as practicable and the rest could 
be kept wet, the barracks might yet be saved ; and even 
if the block were burned, an entrance of only twenty feet 
would be left in the line of defence, which might easily 
be closed 'with a temporary breastwork. This was 
effected under the superintendence of the surgeon of the 
post, Dr. Clark. While on the roof of the block-house 
the whole fire was concentrated on this officer and his 
party, yet but one man was killed and two wounded. 
The Indians kept up a continuous fire of ball and arrows, 
which fell in every part of the parade, by which only one 
other man was killed during the whole attack, which 
lasted seven hours. 

During the attack, when the roof was burned, two 
soldiers had leaped the pickets and attempted to escape. 
They were, however, intercepted by the Indians, and 
one was immediately killed. The other, desperately 
wounded, crawled back to the pickets to die. Ixv fofc 
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interim day broke, and Captain Taylor was enabled to 
see the enemy and bring his musketry to bear. The 
enemy then withdrew, driving with them all the stock 
and horses. 

The number of assailants was about seven hundred, 
and comprised the whole strength of the Miamis and 
Weas, besides other bands. 

The slaughter of the Indians was large, but they bore 
away their killed and wounded. The garrison lost by 
the burning of the block-house all its supplies, and was 
forced for a long time to subsist on green corn. The 
situation of Captain Taylor continued perilous ; alone 
in the wilderness, without supplies, and unable to esta- 
blish communication with General Harrison. He could 
not, therefore, weaken himself by a large detachment, 
but was compelled to confide bis communication, after 
one attempt to descend the river had failed, to two sol- 
diers, who were more fortunate. 

His situation, however, became daily more critical, 
and he was compelled to send another express. Soon 
afterwards he was reinforced by Colonel Russel with 
several companies of those valuable troops, the United 
States rangers and a party of Indian volunteers. Cap- 
tain Taylor and his command, leaguered by Indians, must 
in a day or two have died of starvation. 

The Indians, exasperated at their defeat, commenced 
a border war and carried havoc along the frontier. The 
gallant defence of Captain Taylor won him high repu- 
tation from all classes of the country. This admiration 
reached the head-quarters of the army, and drew from 
Mr. Madison an honor he was chary in bestowing, the 
brevet of major, the first bestowed in the present army, 
ot in the government subsequent to the revolution. All 
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both sides of the Upper Mississippi. In 
be won the respect of the Indians, and 
-■1.1 by them emphatically Kakega Mahi- 
f of the Long Knifes. 
7, when the court of inquiry was convened 
i .cnci., in Maryland, to investigate the charges , 

General Scott, which grew out of dissatisfaction 
v> uic government with his admirable plan of conduct 
of the Florida war, Gep"™ 1 \tkinson, who had com- 
manded the northern dep it of the western division, 
was ordered eastward, a f its members, and, in 
the interim, Colonel Tayiot Tied to his command. 
After die adjournment of thk „. jrt, Colonel Taylor re- 
turned to his post at Prairie du Chien, and, in 1S37, he 
was ordered with his regiment to Florida, though at the 
time on a short furlough, the first lie had enjoyed for 
many years. 

Major-General Jesup was at that time in command 
of the whole peninsula, with Colonel Taylor as the chief 
of a column composed of the 1st, 4th, and 6th infantry, 
a company of artillery, a few pontonniers and* pioneers, 
and a regiment of Missouri volunteers commanded by 
a Colonel Gentry, from Missouri. 

At that time, in spite of many years of experience, 
efforts were being continually made to negotiate with the 
Indians; and it was not until the 19th of December, 1837, 
that he was able to follow bis own will, and negotiate 
with a treacherous enemy, at the head of his column. 

Of the circumstances of this march, all we know is 
gathered from his own reports to the adjutant-general, 
which, had he never written the admirable communica- 
tions from Mexico, would alone have placed him among 
those who can use both the pen and the sword. 

Qn the 19th of December, 1837, General Jesup ia- 
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formed '4im that a& hopes of negotiation; through the 
medium of the Cherokee delegation, had failed, and 
that Sam Jones, who then controlled die Seminole riatien, 
was determined to fight The dommunication also or- 
dered Colonel Taylor to fight the enemy, wherever he 
could do so with probability of success, 

Taylor moved down the west shore of Lake Kissi- 
mee, towards Istopaga, with the iertainty that the hostile 
Indians would either be secreted in their Tillages, or, if 
not hidden there, would, u> avoid General Jesup, who 
was moving in to opposite direction, be driven towards 
the place where the Kissimee enters into die Okee-Cho- 
bee. Colonel Taylor also wished to induce any who 
might wish to come in to treat, to leave die hostile cause 
and join the small band which was willing to emigrate. 
Colonel Taylor also adopted this course to be enabled 
to keep up his communication with Colonel P. F. Smith, 
of. Louisiana, who was operating on the' Sangbel river, 
under his orders. 

This whole country was an unknown wilderness. It 
bad even been the policy of the Seminoles to exclude 
die whites from their territory. Under the Spanish 
regime, the population had rarely extended beyond the 
head of tide-water, and though the officials at Havana 
and St. Augustine had beautiful quintas on the shore, 
they knew nothing of the interior. Before the battle of 
Okee-Chobee the existence of the lake was unknown, 
though it is eighty miles wide, and the government has 
since kept in commission steamboats of large tonnage on 
it Around this whole lake was a dense hammock, 
almost impenetrable to foot or horse. 

After the end of the first day's march, Parks, a Sha- 
wanee who commanded about one hundred and twenty 
friendly Indians in the service of the United Stota^ 
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brought in Jumper, a chief who previously had exerted 
much influence over (he Scininoles. With him was a 
large party of warriors with their families and negroes, 
all of whom were sent to a depot which the colonel had es- 
tablished on the forks of the Kissimee. The whole party 
would certainly have been arrayed against the column, but 
for the efforts of Parks, a shrewd and cultivated man, 
over whom Colonel Taylor had acquired great influence. 

On the next day Taylor continued his march towards 
the lake. Lieutenant- Co Ion el Price was detached with 
a battalion of Gentry's Missourians to pick up any 
stragglers, and to act as an advanced corps to the whole 
column, and communicate to the main body anything 
which might occur. The Seminoles who had previously 
surrendered, had also been sent forward — who returned 
with news that Mbuti Hajo, or Alligator, had abandoned 
his camp to separate his people from the Mickasukies. 
Various other similar circumstances also satisfied Taylor 
that he might expect a battie. 

Having subsequently captured a party of Indians in 
direct communication widi the hostiles, he induced the 
men by a mingling of threats and persuasions te- become 
his guides to the camp of the Mickasukies. Having 
become sure of an action on the 25th, the column was 
displayed in order of batde as follows : 

In the first line were the Missouri volunteers, com- 
manded by Colonel Gentry, and the spies under the 
orders of a gentleman named Morgan, who for some 
years had been connected as a suder with the mOitary 
establishment of the country. 

The second line was composed of the 4th and 6th 
infantry. The 1st infantry was held in reserve. The 
first line was ordered to enter the hammock, and attack 
the enemy ; in case of necessity they were to fall bacl 
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tbe rear of the second line, in the centre of which was 
the colonel commanding. 

After advancing for some distance towards a ham- 
mock, in which the enemy were supposed to be, a dense 
swamp was reached, nearly impassable for horse, and 
almost so for foot, covered with high grass, knee-deep 
in mud, and terminated on one side by a creek, while on 
the other it extended as far as the eye could reach. 

At this point the men were dismounted, and the im~ 
pedimenta left under a suitable guard. 

Captain Allen (now brevet major of the 4th) was 
ordered, with two companies of infantry on korsebac/c, 
to examine the edge of die swamp. If he saw nothing, 
to return to the baggage-train ; in case of hearing a 
heavy fire, to join Colonel Taylor, wherever he might, 
he. Scarcely had Colonel Taylor penetrated the edge 
of the hammock, when the volunteers and spies received 
a heavy fire, which was returned by them. Colonel 
Gentry, a brave and gallant soldier, then fell, mortally 
wounded, and the mass of the Missourians retreated. 
They did not, as they had been ordered to do, form 
between the reserve and second line ; but, in the words 
of Colonel Taylor, " they retired across the swamp, to 
their baggage and horses; nor could they be again 
brought into action as a body, although efforts were 
made repeatedly to induce them to do so." 

For a short time the enemy advanced, but met the 
4th and tith foot, called hy their commander " a moving 
battery." Almost the whole fire of the enemy was con- 
centrated on one wing of the 6th, which, however, ad- 
vanced until Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson and his 
adjutant, Lieutenant Center, were killed, and every 
*illicer but one fell dead or was wounded. The ser- 
geant-major and the first sergeants of all the comfimes 
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were either killed or wounded ; and then only did this 
veteran regiment retire. After falling back a very short 
distance, its remnant was again re- formed and brought to 
the charge. In one of the five companies, every man 
but four was either killed or wounded. 

In the meantime, Lieu tenant- Colonel Foster had en- 
tered the hammock, with six companies of the 4th, two 
of the 6th, commanded by Captain Noel, and a few of 
Gentry's men, at the head of whom was a brave Mis- 
sourian, named Gilliam, who united and drove the 
enemy to the shore of Okee-Chobee. 

Captain Allen had heard the firing, and, with his 
characteristic impetuosity, had advanced. He had in- 
formed the commanding officer of this movement, and 
the 1st and the reserve was ordered to turn the enemy's 
left. The old 1st performed this movement scientifi- 
cally, and, at its first fire, the enemy broke, pursued by 
tbe 1st, 4th, and 6th, until night and the fatigues of the 
day terminated all. • 

The battle was a severe one. It lasted from haif 
after twelve until after three, during which time, of Tay- 
lor's force, twenty-six were killed and one hundred and 
twenty wounded. The enemy left ten dead on the 
ground, and probably carried off thrice as many. 

Colonel Taylor thus speaks of the condition of his 
army after the action : 

M And here, I trust I may be permitted to say, that I 
experienced one of the most trying scenes of my life, 
and he who could have looked on it with indifference, 
his nerves must have been very differently organized 
from my own ; besides the killed, there lay one hundred 
iimt twelve wounded officers and soldiers, who had 
accompanied roe one hundred and forty-five miles, most 
ef the way through an unexplored wilderness, without 
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guides, who bad so gallantly beaten the enemy under 
my orders, in his strongest position, and who had to be 
conveyed back through swamps and hammocks, from 
whence we set out, without any apparent means of doing 
so. This service, however, was encountered and over- 
come, and they have been conveyed thus far, and pro- 
ceeded on to Tampa Bay, on rude litters, constructed 
with the axe and knife alone, with poles and dry hides— 
the latter being found in great abundance at the encamp- 
ment of the hostiles. The litters were conveyed on the 
backs of our weak and tottering horses, aided by the 
residue of the command, with more ease and comfort to 
the sufferers than I could have supposed, and with as 
much as they could have been in ambulances of the 
most improved and modern construction." 

Many brave men died, and many gallant soldiers 
earned distinction in this battle. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Davenport, of the 1st infantry, sustained his high repu- 
tation, and his regiment added a new title to their old 
sobriquet of the " fighting first." 

Colonel Foster, who died subsequently at Baton 
Rouge, of what is now called vomito, but in those days 
was known as yellow fever, led the 4th infantry into 
action, and never yielded one foot of ground until 
arrested by the waters of the lake. Colonel Foster was 
a veteran of the war of 1812, and fully maintained his 
early fame. Brevet Major Graham, Captain Allen, and 
Lieutenant Hooper, earned much distinction. The lat- 
ter, though severely wounded early in the day, continued 
to head his company until the enemy were finally routed. 

The 6th infantry bore the brunt of the battle. Colo- 
nel Taylor thus speaks of them : 

" It was their fortune to bear the brunt of the battle. 
The report of the killed and wounded which fcccoio^ 
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i more conclusive evidence of their merits than 
-- I can say. After five companies of (his regi- 
ment, against which the enemy directed the most dead!} 
fire, were nearly cut up, there being only four men left 
uninjured in one of them, and every officer and orderly 
sergeant of those companies, with one exception, were 
either killed or wounded, Captain Noel, with the remain- 
ing two companies, his own company, • K,' and Cross- 
man's, '8,' commanded by Second Lieutenant Woods, 
which was the left of the regiment, formed on the right 
of the 4th infantry, entered the hammock with that regi- 
ment, and continued the fight and the pursuit until its 
termination. It is due to Captain Andrews and- Lien- 
tenant Walker, to say, they commanded two of the five 
companies mentioned above, and they continued to direct 
tliem until they were both severely wounded and car- 
ried from the field ; the latter received three separate 
balls." 

The gallant commander of this regiment, Colonel A. 
K. Thompson, was killed. Though he had early in the 
day received two wounds, be continued to command, 
with as much coolness as he would have exhibited on a 
regimental drill. When he received the third ball he 
exclaimed, « Steady, men, steady ; remember your regi- 
ment," and died. 

Captain Van Swearingen and Lieutenant Brooke, a 
nephew of General George M. Brooke, were also killed. 
Colonel Taylor, in his despatch, says they had no supe- 
riors ; and he is not " a man of words." 

This action was an important one. It affected mate- 
rially the power of the Seminoles, destroyed their ener- 
gies, and contributed to their ultimate defeat. The 
secretary of war and the general-in- chief both compli- 
cated him highly on his success, for which he received 
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the brevet of brigadkgp-geneiBl, which, in his ca*e, was 
an absolute promotion, as be never afterwards com- 
fsaaded but according to bis grade. He commanded in 
Florida miffl 1840, when, at his own request, he was 
removed, and the command was aarigaed to Brigadier- 
Geaeral Annistead. 

The services of General Taylor, after the battle of 
Okee-Chobee* were important, but were of that charac- 
ter to attract little reputation among those who look less 
ft result than appearance. His bead-quarters were at 
Fort Bassinger, whence he sent out various expeditions 
into that country whither, by his victory, the Indians 
were driven. One of these expeditions, and the nature 
of this country, are best explained by the following pri- 
vate letter from an officer of rank to a friend : 

"We have just returned from the everglades. These 
everglades are, at the northwest, termed wet prairies. 
They are large wet prairies, or grassy lakes, of which 
the Indians know but little, and where they cannot live a 
month, without great suffering. 

We saw but few Indians, and they fled rapidly at 
our approach. We took about sixty horses, and ascer- 
tained that their cattle were exhausted. Colonel Taylor 
has taken about six hundred head. We found, on our 
last excursion, but few cattle tracks, and only two cows 
were taken. The Indians are suffering for food ; in all 
their camps we find they had subsisted on palmetto roots 
and the cabbage-tree, which are never eaten by them 
except when hard run. 

One hundred and thirty Indians and negroes have 
come in since the battle of Okee-Chobee, and they say 
many more will come in soon, and that they are tired of 
the war and destitute of provisions. 

Florida is generally a poor, sandy country. TYfc 
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southern portion is nearly all prairie, wet and dry alter- 
nately. Not more than one-tenth, at the utmost, of Flo- 
rida is fit for cultivation ; and I would not give one good 
township of land in Illinois or Michigan for every foot 
of land in East Florida. 

The Indian prisoners now admit that they lost twenty 
in the fight with Colonel Taylor. They had a strong 
position, and fought well, but were terribly whipped, 
and have never returned near the ground since." 

General Taylor, after a brief furlough, was assigned 
to the command of the first department of the western 
division of the army, including the state of Alabama 
and all the other states on the Mississippi, south of Ten- 
nessee and Missouri, with head-quarters at Fort Jesup, 
in Louisiana. This assignment led to his being intrusted 
with the command on the Mexican frontier, the field of 
his subsequent glory- 
General Taylor, in an account of the battle of Okee- 
Chobee, took occasion to animadvert severely on the 
conduct of the volunteers of Missouri, in especial, and, 
by implication, on the whole class of troops. Monterey 
and Buena Vista were then unheard-of names, and cir- 
cumstances justified him fully in speaking as he did of 
the Missourians. The circumstance, however, excited 
in Missouri much ill feeling, and an angry discussion 
ensued, forgotten now or lost in the halo of Palo Alto, 
La Resaca, Monterey, and Buena Vista. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

TAYLOR— (Continued.) 

Forerunners of the Mexican war — Instructions to Taylor — 
Murder of Colonel Cross— 'Correspondence between Taylor 
and Ampudia — Bombardment of Fort Brown — Battles of 
Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma. 

The origin and justice of the Mexican war has been 
much discussed. Non nobis tantas componere lites : it 
may not, however, be improper to refer succinctly to a 
few of the circumstances which were the forerunners of 
this war. On the 1st day of March, 1845, Texas was 
admitted into the American Union, and the two countries 
a t once assumed a hostile attitude. 

°n the 28th day of May, 1845, Mr. Marcy, the 

^^tary of war, directed General Taylor, then at Fort 

. ^up, La., to hold his troops in readiness to move 

j ° % Texas to repel invasion either of the Mexicans or 

^ajjs; and in case of hostility by Mexico, to call for 

Jr force near him which he might think necessary. 

jd» ^s also ordered to open communication with the 

Xj T e *ty)|£r7£ °f Texas an( J the diplomatic agent of the 

**<} gtates, resident near it. 
> Q^ J.&th of June, 1845, the Hon. George Ban- 

'/* * s et&^y °^ *k e nav >"> an ^ a ^ interim °f war > 
/ ****ed r , ^ rM ^ r ^ Baylor that on or about the 4th of 
*b nf*<?P*^^ °^ Texas would have acceded to the 
°*** %bclT'& :>c ^*~ S become de facto and de jure one of the 
^ St t $~ ^ e Was forthwith ordered to march to 

°^A of t. J^ ^^ ^ a kine, or wherever he might tVv\\\k \\. 
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n Texas. He was also authorized to 
t on or near the Rio Grande which he 

Fessary to repel invasion. General Taylor 
'. to cross the Rio Grande unless Mexico 
e first attack. 
■lor soon after received intelligence thnt, 
I consent of the republic of Texas, its 

i<iM.o 6 nmauu.. with the United States had become per- 
fect, and on the next day '~ ft for the island of St. 
Joseph's, where he arrived le 25th of July. In 

.August he moved to Cor isti, on the west side 

of the Nueces, not far from ilf, where he remained 

until the 11th of March, 18- 'hile at Corpus Christi 

a party was sent forward Rio Grande to recon- 

noitre the intervening cc ind recommended the 

selection of Punto de Isabe 1 Isabel) as a suitable 

place for a depot. The curr wdence which passed 
l>etween Taylor and the war department at this crisis, 
demonstrates that he acted as the agent of the govern- 
ment, under orders, and is by no means responsible for 
the first outbreak of the war, either in a moral or 
political point of view. The government had resolved 
on war, and both by letters to General Taylor, and to 
the governors of the southwestern states, had declared 
that it expected a contest, by the activity it evinced 
in making arrangements for the enrolment of volun- 
teers, &c. 

On the 8th of July the secretary of war issued the 
following explicit order to General Taylor, contained 
in an official autograph letter, the first part of which, 
after ordering him to occupy some ports opposite 
Watamoras and Mier, and in the neighborhood of 
Loredo, continued : 

"In the positions you may take in carrying out 
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these instructions, and Other movements that may be 
made, the use of the Rio Del Norte may be very 
convenient, if not necessary. ShouM you attempt to 
exercise the right which the United States have, in 
common with Mexico, to the free navigation of this 
river, it b probable that Mexico would interpose 
resistance. You will not attempt to enforce this right 
without further instructions. 

You are requested to report to this department, 
without delay, what means you may require, if any, 
beyond those you now possess, to enforce and maintain 
our common right to navigate this river, as well as 
your views of the importance of this right in the 
defence and protection of the state of Texas. 

It is not designed, in our present relations with 
Mexico, that you should treat her as an enemy ; but, 
should she assume that character hy a declaration of 
war, or an open act of hostility towards us, you will 
not. act merely on the defensive, if your relative means 
will enable you to do otherwise. 

Since instructions were given you to draw aid from 
Texas, in case you should deem it necessary, the 
relations between that state and the United States have 
undergone some mollification, Texas is now fully 
incorporated into our union of states, and you are 
hereby authorized by the president to make a requi- 
sition upon the executive of that state for such of its 
militia force as may be needed to repel invasion, or to 
secure the country against apprehended invasion." 

The correspondence and interchange of orders and 
reports between General Taylor and his military 
superiors and the department are most interesting, but 
scarcely comport with the plan of this book, belonging 
more properlv to the general history of the nation. 
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On the 29th of March, General Taylor reached the 
liiiiik of the Rio Grande, opposite Matamoras, without 
any resistance. Two dragoons sent forward from the 
advance did not return, and it was considered doubtful 
by him if they had not deserted. He immediately set 
tn work to fortify his position, and commenced the 
breastwork of what was subsequently called Fort 
Brown. 

During all this protocoling and concentration of 
troops, Mexico had been busy. After protesting at 
every part of the negotiation between Texas and the 
United States against the course of the latter, the 
Mexican minister had left Washington, and all inter- 
course between the two governments had been de- 
stroyed. Many abortive attempts had been made to 
renew negotiations, and other questions had become 
involved in the dispute. Bodies of troops had been 
prepared by the southern republic, and Mexico looked 
on the aggregation of Texas with the United States 
as the first step towards a policy which would lead to 
her dismemberment. The whole nation looked on it as 
a cause of war, which it seems to have foreseen anil 
prepared for. The conduct of the Mexican republic at 
this crisis strikingly recalls that of the Moors in 
tirt nadii, in the days of Ferdinand and Isabel. Both 
foresaw war and its consequences, and knew defeat 
awaited them, but nerved themselves for a contest 
which had become inevitable. In April, 1846, there 
were at Matamoras four thousand artillery and infantry, 
and two hundred horse. 

The march of General Taylor from Corpus Chroti 
to Fort Brown, made between the 11th and 28th of 
March, was of itself a military achievement of no ordi- 
nary merit ; when he arrived opposite Matamoras, he 
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MURDER OF COLONEL CROSS. 25 

id himself in the presence of a strong Mexican 
e, commanded by General Mejia, who soon after- 
is was relieved by Ampudia. The latter imme- 
ij summoned General Taylor to evacuate the terri- 
claimed, as belonging to the Mexican nation, on 
i General Taylor then stood, within twenty-four 
s. This, General Taylor refused to do ; many dis- 
ons took place, and a collision became inevitable, 
tolonel Trueman Cross, about the 10th of April, 
ipeared from the camp, and the very many inquiries 
h have been made, have so far, furnished nothing 
lation to his death. General Taylor, in the interval 
een his disappearance and the discovery of his 
, had twice written for information in relation to 
to the Mexican commander at Matamoras. This 
al, however, most positively denied all knowledge 
in, in spite of which, his friends fondly hoped he 
it have been taken to Matamoras, and secretly 
ned there. There was a motive for concealment, 
e fact of his having been made a prisoner would 
commencement of hostilities. 
fa the 20th of April, a Mexican came into camp, 
reported that he knew where lay the body of an 
rican officer ; a party was sent under his guidance, 
found the body of Colonel Cross, not to be recog- 
l but by detached portions of his dress. He ap- 
3 to have ridden, as usual, from the camp for exercise, 
the Mexican who discovered his body, said, had 
captured by a band of rancheros, commanded by 
ano Falcon, long notorious in the Texan frontier 
. Having been robbed, it was proposed to take 
to Matamoras a prisoner ; but as Falcon knew he 
d be forced by the Mexican general, (who was 
»ntly most anxious to procrasfinate the couimexvce- 
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ment of hostilities), to surrender there the plunder 
taken from the colonel's person, the latter was killed by 
a treacherous pistol shot. 

A board was ordered to investigate the circumstances 
of his death, and reported, that Colonel Cross was 
murdered. On the 24th of April, while the Mexican 
army under Ampudia was, for the first time, crossing 
the river, the body of Colonel Cross was buried with 
all the honors due his high rank; attended to the grave 
by every officer of the Army of Occupation not on 
duty, by his son as mourner, and escorted by the veteran 
7lh infantry, and a squadron of dragoons. Colonel 
Cross was buried in front of the eastern curtain of Fort 
Brown, He was the first victim of the war. 

Colonel Trueman Cross had entered the army on the 
-7th of April, 1814, as an ensign of the 42d infantry, 
and bad gradually risen to the high position of assistant 
(| Hurler muster- general, with the rank of colonel of 
cavalry, a commission he received July 7th, 1838. 
lie was at the time of his death about forty-seven 
years of age, and was one of the most distinguished 
officers of the department to which he belonged. He 
was a native of Maryland. 

On the 17th of April, Lieutenant Porter, a lieutenant 
of the 4th infantry, and Lieutenant Dobbins, left camp 
for the purpose of discovering the body of Colonel 
Cross, in relation to whom the greatest anxiety was 
entertained by the whole Army of Occupation. On 
Ihe night of the 18th, Porter met a party of rancheros, 
about one hundred and fifty, and on approaching them, 
he was fired at." He returned the fire with his own 

* The Mexicans wnrc- |hmo 'fully engageil (jerking beef), but bad 
sentinels patted, u circumstance natural enough, in Ihe Bt&lang 



was over, the wounded officer was mur- 
knives of the rancheros. A few of the 
samp and reported these circumstances to 
or. 

'aylor had previously blockaded the river, 
je which elicited a letter, from which the 
n extract, addressed to him by the Mexi- 
Don Pedro de Ampudia : 
learned that some vessels bound for the 
5 river have not been able to effect an 
that port, in consequence of your orders 
ould be conducted to Brazos Santiago. 
1 one of them is composed in great part, 
her entirely, of provisions, which the con- 
jed with providing for the army under my 
rocured to fulfil the obligations of their 
ou have taken possession of these provi- 
», and against the will of the proprietors, 
> is vice-consul of her Catholic Majesty, 
;r of her Britannic Majesty; and whose 
ace of being rigorously respected, as was 
1 as was to be hoped from the observance 
>les which govern among civilized nations, 
contrary, been violated in the most extra- 
ner opposed to the guarantee and respect 
e property. 

an have authorized you in such a course, 
ce of nations is not suspended or inter- 
►t in consequence of a solemn &ec\m£\<ftt 
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mmunicated and established in the form 
iternational law," &C. fitc. 
if General Taylor was a master-piece; 
the Mexicans the charge of beginning 

'■ ng up my camp at Corpus Christi, and 
moving d with the army under my orders to 

occupy t bank of the Rio Bravo, it was my 

earnest desire to execute mv instructions in a pacific 
manner; to observe the ' egard for the personal 

rights of all citizens res the left bank of the 

river, and to take care that ? ligion and customs of 
the people should suffer no v>m« ion. With this view, 
and to quiet the minds of the litants, I issued orders 

to the army, enjoining a strict nhservance of the rights 
and interests of all Mexicans r< ding on the river, and 
caused said orders to be translated into Spanish, and 
circulated in the several towns on the Bravo. These 
orders announced the spirit in which we proposed to 
occupy the country, and I am proud to say that up to 
this moment the same spirit has controlled the operations 
of the array. On reaching the Arroyo Colorado I was 
informed by a Mexican officer that the order in question 
had been received in Matamoras ; but was told at the 
same time that if I attempted to cross the river it would 
be regarded as a declaration of war. Again, on my 
march to Frontone I was met by a deputation of the civil 
authorities of Matamoras, protesting against my occu- 
pation of a portion of the department of Tamaulipas, 
and declaring that if the army was not at once with- 
drawn, war would result. While this communication 
was in my hands, it was discovered that the village of 
Frontone had been set on 6re and abandoned. I viewed 
this as a direct act of war, and informed the deputation 



1AYLORS KEFlAf. 29 

that their communication would be answered by me 
when opposite Matamoras, which was done in respectful 
terms. On reaching the river I despatched an officer, 
high in rank, to convey to the commanding general in 
Matamoras the expression of my desire for amicable 
relations, and my willingness to leave open to the use 
of Uie citizens of Matamoras, the port of Brazos, until 
the question of boundary should be definitely settled. 

Notwithstanding these repeated assurances on the 
part of the Mexican authorities, and notwithstanding 
the most obviously hostile preparations on the right 
bank of the river, accompariied by a rigid non-inter- 
course, I carefully abstained from any act of hostility — 
determined that the onus of producing an actual state 
of hostilities should not rest with me. Our relations 
remained in this state until I had the honor to receive 
your note of the 12th instant, in which you denounce 
war as the alternative of my remaining in this position. 
As I could not, under my instructions, recede from my 
position, I accepted the alternative you offered me, and 
made all my dispositions to meet it suitably. But, still 
willing to adopt milder measures before proceeding to 
others, I contented myself in the first instance with 
ordering a blockade of the mouth of the Rio Bravo, by 
the naval forces under my orders — a proceeding per- 
fectly consonant with the state of war so often declared 
to exist, anil which yon acknowledged in your note of 
the 16th instant, relative to the late Colonel Cross. If 
this measure seem oppressive, I wish it borne in mind 
that it has been forced upon me by the course you have 
seen fit to adopt. I have reported this blockade to my 
government, and shall not remove it until I receive 
instructions to that effect, unless indeed you Aeaat wv 
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armistice pending the final settlement of the question 
between the governments, or until war shall be formally 
declared by either, in which case I shall cheerfully open 
the river. In regard to the consequences you mention 
as resulting from a refusal to remove the blockade, I 
beg yon to understand that I am prepared for them, be 
'they what they may." 

In the interim, preparations had been made by both 
parties with great activity ; and a circular had been 
insidiously disseminated through the American army 
inviting the naturalized foreigners in its ranks to desert. 
This degrading proposition was everywhere treated with 
contempt, and had no influence whatever on those to 
whom it was addressed. 

Hostilities at last commenced. General Taylor had 
made a depot of arms and munitions of war at Point 
Isabel. At the time of the funeral of Colonel Cross, 
be learned that twenty-five hundred Mexicans, of all 
arras, had in two bodies crossed the Rio Grande for the 
purpose of interrupting the communication between Fort 
Brown and the depot. As one part of this force had 
crossed above, and the other below Matamoras, two 
parties of dragoons were detached, the one with orders 
to reconnoitre one division, and a second the other. * 

The one which ascended the bank of the river, was 
commanded by Captain Seth B. Thornton. After a 
march of about twenty miles, his Mexican guide refused 
to go farther, alleging that the country was filled with Mex- 
ican troops, and Captain Thornton was obliged to proceed 
without his assistance. Having reached a small hacienda 
or ranch), surrounded by a thicket of chapparal, he 
entered the enclosure in single file, and found that he was 
hemmed in by a force of five hundred Mexicans, com- 
manded by Torrejon, a brigadier- general. The American 
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force, which numbered less than forty saddles, was at 
once formed, and a charge was ordered by Thornton, 
with the hope of being able to cut his way through. He 
was successful in escaping, but was ultimately retaken. 
His command was beaten back by the overpowering 
force of Mexican foot, which appeared at every point of 
the hammock. Captain Hardee, on whom the command 
devolved, then surrendered himself and party, and were 
immediately taken to Matamoras. 

The loss of the Americans, in this affair, was one 
officer (Lieutenant G. T. Mason), two sergeants, and 
eight men killed, with twenty-eight officers and men pri- 
soners ; being one-third of General Taylor's mounted 
force. The party of Captain Ker, which proceeded down 
the river, did not find any traces of the enemy. 

On the 28th of April, a volunteer officer, named 
Walker, since become distinguished, and now a captain 
of mounted riflemen, attempted to proceed from Point 
Isabel to Fort Brown, with a small party. He was, 
however, driven back. On the 29th he succeeded in 
communicating to General Taylor, from Major Monroe, 
commanding the depot, the fact that the Point was 
menaced by a large force. 

It was obvious at once, to the mind of every military 
man, that General Taylor could not maintain his position 
a single day, if the enemy obtained possession of the 
depot, and he at once resolved to open the communi- 
cation, at all hazards. The breast-work, therefore, which 
had been thrown up in front of Matamoras, was confided 
to Major Jacob Brown, a veteran officer of the 7th in- 
fantry, with two companies of artillery, commanded by 
Captain Loud, and Major Brown's own regiment. This 
was on the 1st of May. 

In the meantime, General Arista had assumed com- 
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mand of the Mexican forces at Matamoras ; and either 
did, or pretended to, construe General Taylor's move- 
ment as a retreat. In a bulletin sent to the city of Mex- 
ico, he spoke of it as a fact, and assured the nation that 
it had gained a bloodless triumph. 

On the same day, but a few hours before, the Mexican 
general- in-chief left Matamoras to join the forces already 
thrown forward on the north bank of the Rio Grande. 
General Taylor marched with all his available force 
towards Point Isabel, and was not overtaken by Arista. 
The latter was certainly anxious to do so. Failing in 
this, an attack was made on Fort Brown, on the 3d of 
May, from a battery of seven guns, which were soon 
silenced by the fire of the fort. The Mexicans were 
not, however, intimidated, but returned to the attack 
with shot and shell, which, notwithstanding, did but 
little serious damage. 

General Taylor at the head of his troops had marched 
to the depot, and there heard the firing. A party hav- 
ing been sent to reconnoitre, returned with information 
that Major Brown could very well maintain his position 
against the Mexican assailants. The result of the first 
day's bombardment, the Mexicans affected to think a 
victory, and drew from it the conclusion that the Ameri- 
can army, in courage and skill, was the inferior of 
their own. 

During the night of the 4th of May, a body of Mexi- 
can troops crossed the river, and threw up a strong 
battery in the rear of Fort Brown, from which, as well 
as the city, a heavy fire was opened on the morning of 
the 5th. Before the close of the day, however, the 
Mexican guns were silenced. 

On the 6th the fire was renewed, and the shot and 
shell were thrown with great accuracy. The size of the 
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work, however, and the small number of men left lo 
defend its area, rendered the loss of life far less than 
would have been the ease, had its garrison been ample. 
Early on this day, Major Brown was struck by a shot, 
which carried off one of his legs, and so shattered his 
nervous system that two days afterwards, amputation 
having in the meantime been performed, he died. Ma- 
jor Brown was an officer of great distinction, and was 
regretted by all who knew him, as a loss not only to his 
regiment and the army, but to the country. In its ser- 
vice he had grown gray, and had served in every climate, 
and under the most trying circumstances, with honor and 
reputation. The command then devolved on Captain 
Hawkins, of the same regiment. The keen perception 
of General Taylor had enabled him to foresee the result 
of the attack on Fort Brown. He had therefore left 
with its commander the most distinct orders to defend 
himself, at all hazards to risk no rally, and in case of 
being surrounded, to fire his heavy guns at stated inter- 
vals, which would inform him of the fact. After the 
Mexican battery in the rear had opened its fire, this 
signal was given, and General Taylor immediately set 
out to return to the gallant defenders of the fortress. 
The Mexican general also understood the signal, and 
redoubled his efforts to overpower the garrison before 
Taylor could arrive. At this crisis Fort Brown was 
summoned to surrender. The commander positively 
refusd, replying, " That he did not understand Spanish." 

The firing, which had temporarily ceased, was again 
renewed with more intensify than at any previous time. 
At this crisis the ammunition was nearly exhausted in the 
fort, and the garrison was compelled to remain almost 
inactive. 

On the morning- of the 7th the fire of ftie tfcxtQKO. 
Vol. U. 3 
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batteries was heard again, with the exception of the one 
in the rear or the fort, which had been taken to Mata- 
lii" ras. The fire did not, however, last long. It was 
from time to time afterwards resumed. A few men had 
deserted from the fort, and baring informed the Mexi- 
cans that the garrison was almost without ammunition, 
the latter changed their course, and evidently evinced a 
determination to force the besieged to expend the small 
supplv they yet possessed. From time to lime they ap- 
proached near the fort, but were driven off by the excel- 
lent practice of the American artillery. After night on 
this day, under the command of Captain Mansfield, of 
the engineers, the army levelled a few natural and arti- 
ficial defences of which the enemy bad taken advantage. 
A few volleys were fired after midnight, and the cannon- 
ade was resumed on the next day. 

On the 8th of May, at noon, the garrison was nearly 
exhausted by the length of the bombardment, and 
scarcely paid attention to the shells thrown among them 
from Matamorns. At length the fire ceased. A long, 
loud, and heavy cannonading was borne on the winds 
from towards Point Isabel. Every breath was hushed, 
every ear was attentive. Again and again it sounded. 
They knew that General Taylor was advancing. The 
firing told them that he, too, had an enemy in front, and 
the simultaneous cheer which burst from the lips of every 
one showed how confident they were as to the result of 
the contest. The people of Matamoras heard the firing 
nnd the cheers of the garrison, for immediately forces 
vvitc thrown forward to reinforce the Mexican army, and 
Oic bombardment was again begun. A new hattery, 
I ti'iuih, was then opened on the fort. At nightfall 
" main became quiet, and it was time ; for during the 
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Th« two armies were now within seven hundred 
paces of, each other. The Mexican stood firm, and 
the American with silent step (the prairie was covered wilh 
dense grass) was closing up. The artillery and horse 
moved up, and the only sound heard was the rattling ot 
the equipage of the men and guns. The Mexican bat- 
teries at this time opened on the American line, which 
was formed as follows : 

On the right was the 5th infantry, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel M'Intosh; next to which was a 
troop of flying artillery, commanded by Major Ringgold. 
The 3d infantry stood next, and was commanded by its 
senior captain, Lewis N. Morris ; on its left were two 
eighteen- pound guns under the direction of Lieutenant 
W. N. Churchhill, of the 3d artillery. Beyond the 
heavy artillery was the 4th infantry, commanded by Major 
G. W. Allen. The 3d and 4th infantry brigaded together 
were commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel John Garland ; 
and the whole, besides two squadrons of dragoons com- 
manded by Captains Ker and May, were led by Colonel 
Twiggs of the 2d dragoons, since become a general. 
On the left were the artillery battalion commanded by 
Lieutenant- Colonel Childs, a troop of light artillery com- 
manded by Captain James Duncan of the 2d artillery, 
and the 8th infantry under Captain W. R. Montgomery. 
This brigade was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Belknap. 

The whole Mexican artillery, which was dispersed 
along their line, poured a heavy fire into the American 
army, which had advanced by head of columns, deployed, 
and halted. The heavy artillery of Churchhill began to 
fire, and Duncan's and Ringgold's batteries rushed into 
the open prairie and fired with a rapidity almost in- 
conceivable. The Mexicans fired badly, their balb 
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passing for the greatest part over the American line, 
while the American light artillery delivered their shot 
with a precision rarely equalled and never surpassed. 
At last the infantry, maddened by inactivity, while the 
artillery were so busily engaged, became impatient. 
The Mexican cavalry also prepared to charge. 

General Torrejon at the head of a body of Mexican 
cavalry sought to pass our right for the purpose of at- 
tacking the train, which, under the charge of Captains 
George Crossman and Frederick Myers, were in the rear 
of the army, guarded only by one squadron of dragoons, 
(Ker's.) The 3d and 5th infantry, with half of Ring- 
gold's battery, commanded by Lieutenant Randolph 
Ridgely, were thrown forward to repel this attempt. 
Torrejon, however, continued to advance with a force 
of horse and foot, and the 5th infantry was thrown into 
square ; on its right were a few mounted Texans, while 
Ridgely unlimbered and with a few rounds of grape 
drove back the infantry of Torrejon. The lancers, a 
first-rate regiment, numbering more than a thousand 
saddles, dashed up almost to the 5th. This veteran 
regiment wheeled into square, and by a fire from one of 
its fronts scattered them. They were not yet routed, a 
part of the regiment continuing to advance towards the 
train. The 3d infantry was, however, ordered by Colo- 
nel Twiggs to meet them, from whom they at once 
retreated in column of squadrons. Then Ridgely ad- 
vanced with his guns, and their retreat become a route. 

Ringgold was not idle, but kept up an intense fire ; 
Duncan too was busy on the left. At last the prairie 
grass took fire, and the vast masses of smoke hid from 
view the enemy's line. After a combat of about two 
hours, the enemy ceased to fire, and retreated to form a 
new line of battle. This is a hazardous manoeuvre at 
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The action began again. Our artillery fired eri- 
c Irmly with mOFB accuracy than before. A charge el" 
cavalry wan ordered, which was ineffective from the anaa 
force of mounted men on the field. Night was nesrir 
come, and the Mexicans prepared themselves for oae 
last effort. A heavy fire was poured in, which mortally 
wounded bofh Major Ringgold and Captain Page. 

Colonel Chi Us with the artillery battalion (acting as 
infantry) advanced to the support of the artillery on the 
right. A strong body of Mexican cavalry made a de- 
monstration on thil part cif the American line ; to resist 
which, the battalion formed square. The American 
eighteen-pound guns then opened on the Mexican ca- 
valry, and routed them. Several volleys of musketry 
were received and given by the battalion; one of the 
first of which wounded an officer (Lieutenant Luther) 
and killed several men. 

General Arista made one other effort to gain the 
American rear, by turning the left flank. This move- 
ment Captain Duncan saw and checked, until the 8th 
regiment could be brought into position. He, with his 
subaltern (Roland), manoeuvred with great skill and 
courage, and drove the enemy before them several times. 
The Mexican officers rallied their columns, and brought 
them again to the attack; only, however, to be beaten 
to pieces by the iron hail of Duncan's battery. 
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performed much duty of a confidential character in rela- 
tion to the Ridge and Boss difficulty, and remained in 
the Cherokee nation until the regiment was removed to 
join General Taylor by way of New Orleans. No officer 
was more conspicuous than he at Palo Alto and La 
Resaca. For his services there he has been breveted a 
major and appointed an assistant adjutant-general. The 
citizens of Philadelphia, of which city he is a native, 
hare also presented him with a sword as a token of their 
admiration. 

Major McCall is about thirty-seven or thirty-nine 
years of age, has seen much service, and is an officer of 
great skill and efficiency. 

Lieutenant Randolph Ridgely rushed up in front of 
the enemy's batteries, firing and changing position so 
frequently as to defy their gunnery. Under the cover of 
his fire, the 5th, one half of the 4th, and the 3d foot 
dashed at the enemy's left. Major McCall had, in the 
meantime, attacked the right, and the 8th foot advanced 
to the attack in double quick time. At this moment a 
long, loud cheer rang down the American line with such 
hearty good-will that its moral effect was scarcely less 
than the heavy fire which was at the same time delivered. 
The fire of the three Mexican batteries was now concen- 
trated on Ridgely's mounted artillery, and had their 
practice been equal to his own, he must have been cut to 
pieces. The 3d infantry, under a veteran officer, Cap- 
tain L. N. Morris, came to his aid. The 3d and 4th, 
under Major Allen, had scrambled through the chappa- 
ral and formed in the ravine. 

The 8th infantry and the light troops of Captain 
Smith now faced to the right flank, and swept the ene- 
my in that direction. 

The enemy fought on the defensive, but exVtemeV^ 
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well. They were all veteran troops ; heroes of a hundred 
battles, (as Arista before the action said) ; but they gradual- 
ly gave way before the American bayonet. They fled from 
the ravine, which was immediately occupied by the Ame- 
rican line. Even then, one of their guns having been 
captured by the American infantry, they charged the 
ravine, which was swept by their batteries. 

The strongest position of the enemy, however, was 
a battery which enfiladed the whole line of the army. 
Captain May, of the 2d dragoons, had during the whole 
battle been held in reserve, and sat at the head of his 
squadron. The military eye of the general saw that it 
was a lime for the action of horse. He gave the order, 
and May obeyed. He was but a captain, and could not do 
otherwise. His charge was delivered boldly and well, 
when we remember it was the first cavalry charge made 
in the American army since the days of Lee's legion 
and Colonel Washington's horse. The squadron after 
the charge was rallied by Captain Lawrence P. Graham, 
of the 2d dragoons, a young officer, second to none in 
the army. 

The charge was an important one ; during which, a 
Mexican officer, Don Romulo de la Vega, a brevet 
brigadier-general and commander of the battery which 
had done so much mischief, was captured in the act of 
applying a linstock to a loaded gun. Captain May had 
the honor of receiving his sword. As May was about 
to give the order charge, to bis squadron, Ridgely, who 
with his battery was on the flank of the cavalry, saw 
what was going on, and recommended him to wait a 
moment until lie (Ridgely) drew the enemy's fire. May 
did wait, Ridgely delivered his fire, received the ene- 
my's, and then the dragoons charged in good style and 
did what they were ordered to do. 
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The charge of the dragoons had driven the enemy 
from the battery ; but before the horse were rallied they 
were remanned. Before a fire could be delivered, Colo- 
nel Mcintosh, at the head of the 5th, carried the battery 
«ith the bayonet. The Mexican artillerists fought with 
fteir falchions and rammers until they were nearly all 
:ut down, and the Americans had gotten in the rear of 
he carriages. 

The 8th and 5th charged up La Resaca, and drove 
he enemy from the field. 

No general ever commanded better troops than those 
'' General Taylor ; and the evidence is, that every 
mcer who met the enemy hand to hand, distinguished 
ln |self. A few instances, as they illustrate the army, 
seem to have in the scheme of this book no more 
?P""opriate place, may be told here. Lieutenant Charles 

'ccT» an ' ° f the 8th foot ' when that re 8' ment and 
e l s light infantry faced to the right and charged 
e em y> fell, wounded. As he lay on the ground, 
m e 'J. ant G ^orge Lincoln, of the same regiment, who, 
>0 *i K- 3 ^' stor ' ca ' family, has since sealed with his 

f . ^ devotion to his country, saw a Mexican in the 
So .. tyoneting him. Immediately rushing forward, 
Pg ^Urbeti the Mexican's equilibrium that the bayo- 

q. ^ through tlie officer's arm, instead of his breast, 
... "e^jje xnoment Lincoln, who was a strong and 
r, ^ttijiff «?-' eave d him to the chin. 
^ the 3*^ and 4th regiments charged the chap- 

& t,^i^^' rac of course scattered, and almost 

ij 0,f*& *i»rown on his own resources. Here 
?Z af* 1 ?*" ' of the 4th, and his subaltern (Hays) 
; v //-:i* =- - r *= , selves. At this point (across the 
^-l^argej knee-deep in water, and seized 
, - * t: * *-* ^ of a gun (he enemy were seeVm^ 
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Cochran remaining alone in the pathway down which 
they came. He fell dead, with seven lance-thrusts. 

The enemy still maintained a few isolated positions, 
from which they were successively driven. The last 
Mexican flag which waved over the battle-field was 
that of the coast-guard of Tampico, an old and veteran 
regiment which had figured illustriously in the civil wars 
of the republic, and in the resistance made to the attempts 
3f Spain to recover its ascendancy. The soldier who 
tore it, when all else was lost, sought to retain its 
honor, and tearing it from the staff, attempted to escape. 
He was, however, cut down by a nameless trooper of 
the 2d dragoons, and the shot-torn and blood-stained 
standard was taken from his bosom. Thus was won 
perhaps the proudest trophy of La Resaca, while the 
lame of its captor even is unknown. In a foreign ser- 
rice the dragoon would have been honored by promotion 
md a decoration ; in our own he might have expected 
it least that ray of fame which sometimes plays around 
he pompon of the private as well as the plume of the 
general. • 

About the time that the battle of the 9th of May 
)egan, Lieutenant Blake, of the topographical engineers, 
lied by an accidental discharge of his own pistol. He 
lad gone the day before within one hundred yards of. 
he enemy's lines, reconnoitering them, and had brought 
valuable information to General Taylor of their strength 
ind disposition. He died regretting he was not killed 
he day before in action. He was a native of Phila- 
lelphia, and an ornament to the army. 

A brother officer of the army* furnished the follow- 
ng account of the reconnoissance of the Mexican forces 
>n the field of Palo Alto by Lieutenant Blake, on the 8th 

)f May : 

Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan. 
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r tbe line of battle had been formed, General 
rode down the line and surveyed his command. 
ie be proud of his little hand, and venture 
with the odds of three to one against him. 
ifess I never saw such perfect composure and 
ence in my life. Every man was as cool as pos- 
sioie, and f they been going to take dinner, could not 
>d more indifferent. At this time General 
,oi i -"* **•" slightest knowledge as to whether 
theei illeryornot. The long prairie- 

grass te from distinguishing it, when 

masked Dy men in Iront of the pieces. What was to 
be done .' It was an all-important point. Captain May 
was ordered with his squadron to go forward and recon- 
noitre the enemy, and if possible draw a fire from their 
artillery ; but to no purpose. They took no notice of 
him ; and the general was no wiser than before. Lieu- 
tenant Blake then proposed to go forward alone anil 
reconnoitre. I was close to him, and volunteered to go 
with him. He consented, and we dashed forward to 
within eigldy yards of their line, the whole army 
looking on us with astonishment. Here we had a full 
view. Lieutenant Blake alighted from his horse, and 
with his glass surveyed the whole line, and handed it to 
me. To satisfy his observation I did so, and returned 
him the glass. Just then, two officers rode out towards 
us ; I mentioned it to Blake, and requested him to mount ; 
he quietly told me to draw a pistol on them. I did so, 
and they halted. Scarcely had'he reported, when they 
opened their batteries upon our line, and the work of 
destruction commenced. Our batteries at once answered 
their fire, and soon we were enveloped in a cloud of 
faoke. Our examination proved to be correct; they 
•ad seven pieces in one battery, and five in another, to 
sft we had ten pieces exposed." 



CHAPTER IX. 

TAYLOR.— (Continued.) 

American loss — Flight of the Mexicans — Mexican loss — Colo- 
nel May — Death of Major Brown — Sketch of his life— -Ex- 
change of prisoners — Capture of Matamoras — Garland's ex- 
pedition. 

In spite of the defeat of the previous day, Arista 
seems to have anticipated a victory. His camp is said 
to have been brilliantly furnished, and the victors en- 
joyed a repast prepared beforehand by the Mexicans in 
sure anticipation of triumph. Large supplies of ammuni- 
tion, small arms, and the private service and equipage 
of the general were captured by our army. 

There were many killed on our side, among whom 
were Lieutenant Inge, who fell in May's charge, Lieu- 
tenants Cochran and Chadbourne, of the 8th infantry. 
Lieutenant-Colonel M. M . Payne, acting inspector-gene- 
ral, Lieutenant-Colonel Mcintosh, Captain Hoe Mont- 
gomery, Lieutenants Dobbins, Fowler, Gates, Jordan, 
Felden, Maclay, Burbank, and Morris, were wounded. 
General Taylor's forces were not greater certainly than 
those who won the battle of Palo Alto, and that number 
was diminished by the detail necessary to "guard and 
attend to the many sick, wounded, and- prisoners. 
Thirty-six men were killed and seventy-one wounded. 

After the enemy was driven from the whole prairie, the 
artillery battalion and Ker's horse were ordered in pursuit, 
and followed him with great rapidity. TW ^ex\K&\Y& 
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retreated pttt-miie to the river, crossed it, disgraceful]), 
it is said, (he general- in- chief and second in command 
leading the flight. The Mexican force in the action was 
certainly not less than six thousand, and their loss must 
have been immense, as the working party on the nest 
day buried two hundred of all grades. The loss of 
killed and wounded of the Mexican forces in the two 
battles has been estimated at nearer two than one thou- 
sand. 

Completely identified by popular opinion with this 
action is brevet Lieutenant- Colonel Charles May. This 
officer is a son of a well known physician of Washingtoa, 
District of Columbia, and was first appointed in the 
army by General Jackson with rank as a second lieuten- 
ant of the 2d dragoons, from the 8th June, 1836. He 
immediately proceeded with the first detachment to 
Florida, where, in 1839, he had already become a first 
lieutenant, and on the 2d February, 1841, was promo- 
ted to a company. May was a bold, active officer, sta- 
tioned in almost every part of East and West Florida, 
and did much duty. His career in Florida was, however, 
without any striking event. He was always remarka- 
ble for a profusion of brown hair, and a beard which by 
no means improved his personal appearance. For his 
services at Palo Alto, May received the brevet of major, 
though the report shows that he absolutely had no oppor- 
tunity to do anything; and for commanding in the 
charge by which the Mexican battery and General La 
Vega were captured, he received the brevet of lieuten- 
ant-colonel. He was subsequently at Monterey and 
Buena Vista, but his services there were not conspicuous. 
A short time after the capture of Monterey, Colonel May 
was unlucky enough to fall into an ambuscade and lose 
a part of his command. 
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These two battles, the defence of Fort Brown and 
capture of Matamoras, make together a little campaign 
of rare consequence, and fully exhibiting the prowess of 
the army. All the credit is due to it. The laurels were 
shared by none, for in the command there were not two 
dozen volunteers. 

The garrison of Fort Brown heard every shot fired 
on the 8th and 9th of May. Though hemmed in by 
the Mexicans, it was impossible to divine on which side 
victory was disposed to stoop. 

On the morning of the 8th, the fire of the enemy cut 
down the flag, which was nailed to the staff by an officer, 
under the concentrated fire of the Mexican batteries; 
and, at ten o'clock, a sortie was made by ten men, 
beaded by a sergeant, who burned the Raminero, a ran- 
cho, whence the, Mexican sharp-shooters were able to 
mnoy the garrison. 

At two o'clock on the 9th, Major Brown died, in one 
of the bomb-proofs, to which he had been removed. At 
lie time of his death, the place was perfectly silent, and 
be died in the arms of the men and officers of his regi- 
ment. 

This gallant pfficer was a native of Vermont, a 
« Green Mountain Boy." At the commencement of the 
war of 1812, he entered the army as a private sentinel, 
and, from that station, fought his way up to the one 
which he so gallantly filled at the time of his death. 
His merit was soon perceived in the active service re- 
quired last war, upon the northern frontier, and quickly 
won him an ensign's commission. He was in nearly all 
the hard-fought battles on the Niagara, during the years 
1813-14. Before the close of the war, he obtained a 
lieutenancy, and from that rose by regular gradations to 
the rank of major; in which capacity he has set\^ 
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from February 27, 1843. At the time of his death, lie 
was about fifty-eight years of age, and had served thirty- 
four years in the army. He was in active service during 
the whole period of the Florida war. His habits of exact 
discipline and strict accountability, made his services 
always in request. Possessing the confidence of his 
superiors and the good-will of those under his command, 
he was an officer in the proper acceptation of the term; 
one who had learned his duty and habitually performed 
it, and took care that others should do so. 

Soon after the firing of the light artillery was heard, 
every man sprang to the parapet, and every eye and ear 
was distended with anxious suspense. The batteries 
from Matamoras then opened also. The American am- 
munition was almost exhausted, and the heavy guns 
were only fired from time to time as signals. At last, 
the firing of cannon at La Resaca grew more irregular ; 
then the musketry began to cease ; and, finally, all was 
silent. The battle was decided ! Who was the victor? 
The city of Matamoras also seemed to sympathize with 
the garrison, and no music broke from it — no peal of 
bells was heard. 

About six o'clock a confused mass of gaudy lancers 
and cavalry rushed to the river bank, with all the evi- 
dences of a routed army. Then the garrison gave one 
long cheer, to which the people of Matamoras could 
make no response. 

The country, between the battle-field and Fort Brown, 
is rough, and of dense chapparal growth, and in it a 
large number of the Mexicans took refuge ; but masses 
still fled to the river, abandoning everything in their 
flight. Then one of the guns of the fort was turned on 
the fugitives. At this moment the pursuing column 
wheeled around an eminence, and saw the American 
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flag above Fort Brown. The American drums and fifes 
halted, and struck up the Star-Spangled Banner, while 
the column continued the pursuit. The advance of 
dragoons, the artillery battalion and light troops, bi- 
vouacked on the bank of the river. 

There had been, during the whole operations of the 
Mexican army on the north side of the river, a constant 
communication kept up between it and Matamoras, by 
a ferry above Fort Brown. To that place tended the 
whole of the routed Mexican forces, to escape from 
pursuit by a single ferry-boat. For the possession of 
this, horse and foot fought repeatedly ; and once, when 
filled with exhausted and wounded soldiers, it was 
charged on and taken possession of by a platoon of 
lancers. The maimed and crippled went down toge- 
ther. Priests, colonels, and drummers were swept off 
by the waters of the Rio Grande. 

Long custom had taught the city of Matamoras to 
look on the Mexican soldiery as anything but protectors, 
and on the night of the 9th were seen six thousand 
wanderers in its streets. Every hour the wounded were 
brought in in panniers of skin on the backs of mules, 
and their groans and the waitings of the women made 
night hideous. The substantial citizens fled for pro- 
tection elsewhere, the tradesmen were anxious for the 
American army to save them from rapine, and the dis- 
contented officers in every lonja were loud in denouncing 
the cowardice or incompetency of their generals- 
General Arista having proposed an exchange of 
prisoners, Captains Thornton and Hardee, Lieutenant 
Lane, and their commands, were exchanged, grade for 
grade and man for roan. 

On the next day Genera! Taylor marched back to 
Point Isabel to confer with Commodore Cot>t«t, l\ie. 
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commander of the naval forces on the gulf. A conjoint 
attack was made by the army and naval forces on 
Barita. The land portion of the expedition was com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, 1st infantry. 
The town surrendered without resistance. t 

On the evening of the 14th General Taylor returned 
to the Rio Grande, where his whole force had been 
concentrated, and resolved at once to attack Matamoras 
hy a conjoint movement of himself and Colonel Wilson 
with the garrison from Barita, which was arranged for 
the 17th of May. 

Orders for Colonel Twiggs to cross had already 
been given, when the Mexican general, Reguena, crossed 
to confer with the American commander, proposing 
an armistice. This General Taylor at once rejected, 
because he knew the city of Matamoras was filled with 
arms, &c, and that time was only sought to convey 
them away. The interview was unsatisfactory, and 
General Reguena left, saying that he would return at 
3 P. M., a promise he did not fulfil. On the IStb, 
Captain Bliss, assistant adjutant-general, and Captain 
Forbes Britton, of the 7th, sounded a parley, and were 
met by a civil deputation. Captain Bliss assured them 
of protection in person and property, and promised 
that their religion should be respected, at the same time 
that he demanded the surrender of Matamoras and the 
public property it contained. The prefect assured this 
officer that no resistance would be made to the entry 
of the American troops. 

During this parley the American army was crossing 
above the town, and when the result was told the 
whole passed over. The first American flag be- 
yond the Rio Grande was raised by Captain Cro- 
gftu KttT, of the 2d dragoons, over Fort Paiedes. 
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The troops, except a mere guard, did not enter the 
city on that night. The mission of Reguena was 
ascertained to be a mere ruse to gain time, Arista 
during the parley having been busy in concealing and 
carrying away arms, munitions, &c. On the evening 
of the 18th Arista began his retreat, carrying with 
him four thousand men and two light field-pieces, and 
leaving behind him his sick and wounded. This act 
evinces either that the Mexican fully appreciated the 
chivalry of the American army, or proves him one of 
the most heartless villains that ever lived. 

The passage of the American army was achieved 
without difficulty, except that Lieutenant George Ste- 
phens, second dragoons, was swept by the current from 
his horse, and drowned. On the 19th, formal posses- 
sion was taken of Matamoras, of which Colonel Twiggs 
was appointed governor. 

General Taylor, after taking possession of his con- 
quest, sought at once to ascertain the position of his 
enemy, and for that purpose detached Ker's and May's 
squadrons, and Walker's handful of Texans, under 
Colonel Garland, to follow on their traces. After an 
absence of three days, during which he penetrated sixty 
miles, Colonel Garland returned to Matamoras with 
twenty-two prisoners and an ammunition wagon cap- 
tured from a rear-guard of the enemy. Arista was 
about twenty-four hours in advance of the cavalry. At 
one of the ranchos a Mexican asked whither the Ame- 
rican troops were going, and when told in pursuit of the 
enemy, exhibited the greatest surprise, having heard from 
Ampudia that the American army was routed. The 
capture of Matamoras and expedition of Garland ter- 
minated the campaign for a time. The Mexican army 
of the north was annihilated; and Genen*\ TttyVw, fot 
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want of troops and supplies, was forced to remain for a 
long time inactive. 

We have now passed a great crisis in General 
Taylor's life. We have watched him a subaltern in the 
war of 1812, winning for himself fame and promotion. 
In the Black Hawk war his merit was conspicuous; 
and in Florida he commanded in an action which con- 
tributed more to the termination of the war than any 
other which occurred. He was assigned to the com- 
mand of the army in Tesas when public opinion was 
entirely unformed in relation to him ; fought two of 
the best battles which have taken place on the con- 
tinent ; terminated a campaign in twelve days, and made 
his name historical. So brilliant had been the merit he 
exhibited, that even censure was disarmed ; and though 
a nation praised him, no one dared to find fault. HU 
name became at once the property of all ; and the 
sobriquet given him by his soldiers, in their hours of 
relaxation, was adopted by the world. He was become 
a great man, and in his subsequent eventful career has 
done nothing to forfeit it. 




CHAPTER X. 

TAYLOR— ( Continued.) 

Volunteers hasten to the seat of war — Arista's pronunciamento 
— Mier and other posts taken — Advance to Seralvo — The 
American army encamps at the Walnut Springs — Appear- 
ance of the city of Monterey— Worth's operations— Twiggs' a 
operations — General Butler — Articles of c&pitujatkio — Loss 
of the Americans. 

Volunteers began to hurry to the seat of war from 
all parts of the country, and the most distinguished men 
of Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi, hastened to the 
scene of strife. In the beginning of June, General Tay- 
ior was in command of about nine thousand men, seven 
hundred and fifty of whom were stationed at Barita, and 
five hundred at Point Isabel. It is to be regretted that 
at ihis time General Taylor was unable to march on 
Monterey, which doubtless would have surrendered 
without resistance. Had this been the case, the subse- 
quent stand made by Santa Anna at Buena Vista must 
have taken place beyond San Luis, and the defeat of 
that general would have placed the metropolis of the 
republic in the hands of the invader. 

The Mexican people, however, nerved themselves for 
another stand, and collected a large body of troops at 
Monterey, which doubtless would have been far more 
formidable had not the whole nation been distracted by 
a revolution or pronunciamento of Arista, against the 
actual president. An election took place on the 16th 
f June, by virtue of which Paredes became 'pTes\&ent 
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Cfcinped at the Walnut Springs, about a league from 
Monterey. 

The city of Monterey is the capital of the present 
state of New Leon, and by far the most important point 
of all the provincial internets. It is situated in the 
midst of a table-land, surrounded by lofty mountains on 
three sides, while on the other (the east), were strong 
stone walls, on which was a formidable array of artil- 
lery, overlooking all the paraphernalia of fosses and 
bastions of the days of Cohorn. This work was of that 
school of defence of which the Spaniards were so fond, 
and of which they left such monuments in Italy, in the 
low countries, at Calao, at Vera Cruz, St. Augustine, and 
Pensacola ; wherever in fact they penetrated. Not 
only was this the case, but every house was a cita- 
del, the massive walls and grated windows of which 
might shake the heart of any invader. The flat and 
turreted roofs afforded a safe refuge, which defied 
pursuit, and made the woman or the invalid, armed 
with a broken tile, a most formidable adversary. Every 
street was barricaded, and every strong position taken 
advantage of. To attack this city, now garrisoned 
with ten thousand fighting men, General Taylor had 
come with seven thousand soldiers. 

The despatch of General Taylor thus reports the 
detailed appearance of the city and Mexican positions : 
on the north side of the city, a strong work had been 
* thrown up, which closed all approach by way of the 
Monclova road ; while the road to Saltillo was defended 
by the Bishop's Palace, a strong turreted building, and 
batteries erected on eminences near it, filled with artil- 
lery. The eastern road was also commanded by various 
strong positions. 

General Taylor, an old Indian fighter, mote \>xoxvfc 
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perhaps to look at natural objects than at the works of 
art, saw at once from the contour of the hills and 
gorges, that it was possible to turn them towards ih« 
south, and after satisfying himself by a reconnoissance, 
most successfully made by Major Mansfield of the corps 
of engineers, that this was the fact, General Worth was 
ordered to march with his division on the 20th, to turn 
the hill on which stood the Bishop's Palace. 

The command of General Worth was the second 
division, composed of Lieutenant- Colonel Duncan's 
light artillery, the artillery battalion commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Childs, and the 8th infantry, under 
Captain Scriven ; which were united into a brigade, 
under the command of Lieu tenant- Colonel Stamford. 
The horse artillery of Lieutenant Mackall, the 5th awl 
7th infantry, commanded by Major Martin Scott and 
Captain Miles, together with one company of the volun- 
teers (Blanc hard's), formed a second brigade, under 
the command of Brevet Brigadier-General P. F. Smith, 
colonel of mounted rifles. Colonel Jack Hays's Texan 
rangers mounted, completed this division. 

After leaving the Walnut Springs, or Bosque de Santo 
Domingo, the peculiar difficulty of the country ren- 
dered it impossible to reach the front of the works of 
the enemy towards Saltillo, before six P. M. To 
effect this, a road was opened in a masterly manner, by 
Captain Sanders of the engineers. The work in front 
of which General Worth halted, was a battery on an 
isolated hill, called La Independcncia, half way up which 
was the famous Palacio del Obispo. From this point, 
reconnoissances made under escort of Hays's mounted 
men, towards the intersection of the Presquina Grande 
road, along which Worth marched, and that to Saltillo, 
Mtisfied bun, that he would meet with resistance in any 
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attempt to carry the positions in front of him. These 
were very important from the fact that they com- 
manded the communication to Saltillo, and also on 
account of their great natural strength. 

On the morning of the 21st, in two columns, so ar- 
ranged as to present a front readily in any direction, 
Hays's men and light companies of the brigade, in open 
order, covering Duncan's battery and the artillery, each 
of which headed a column, were thrown forward, and 
at six A. M., at a hacienda near the foot of the mountain, 
came on a strong Mexican force of horse and foot. The 
Mexican lancers rushed upon the Texans, who received 
them with a heavy fire. The light companies also fired, 
and Duncan's battery and half of Mackall's, in the 
course of one minute, had unlimbered and commenced 
action. 

The first brigade formed line at once and commenced 
firing, while the second, which could not be deployed on 
account of the nature of the ground, was held in re- 
serve. In the course of fifteen minutes the enemy were 
driven off, leaving on the ground one hundred killed 
and wounded. Among the former was Don Juan Ne- 
pomuceno Najira, colonel of die regular regiment of 
lancers, picked carefully out and shot by a Texan rifle- 
man, as he charged at the head of his men. The 
Texans and first brigade pushed forward, and managed 
not only to cut off the escape of the fugitives into 
the city, but obtained possession of the defile which is 
the point of union of all the roads to Monterey on that 
side. 

The command was halted in this gorge and further 
reeonnoissanee made, which showed that do attacks 
could be effective on the city, until the exterior forts were 

:ured. Captain C. F. Smith was then ordevei. \ft 
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irom duty slept on their arms until three in the morning, 
vhen preparations were made for an attempt to carry 
lia Loma de la Independencia. 

The storming party was commanded by Lieutenant- 
colonel Childs, and consisted of I and G of the 4th, and 
!L, 3d (artillery battalion) ; three companies 8th infantry, 
[A, B, and D,) under Captain Scriven, with two hun- 
Ired Texan riflemen, under Colonel Hays and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Walker (captain of rifles), acting in 
so-operation. This party was conducted by Captain 
Sanders and Lieutenant Meade, of the military and 
topographical engineers. By dawn of day, under shelter 
of the weather, the command reached a position within 
three hundred yards of the crest on which, anticipating 
the attack, the enemy were stationed. The commands 
of Colonels Childs and Hays then rushed to the attack, 
after a well directed fire, with bayonets and clubbed 
rifles and knives, and carried the work. The enemy had 
previously withdrawn the cannon ; and it was then dis- 
sovered that no impression could be made on the walls of 
the palace by rifle or musket. At this time Lieutenant 
Roland, belonging to Duncan's company, was ordered 
to bring from the main camp a twelve-pound howitzer. 
[n two hours (aided by fifty men from the line, under 
Captain Sanders, military engineers, for the purpose of 
selecting the route least difficult) that officer had his 
ajun in position on the summit of an acclivity between 
seven and eight hundred feet. A fire was immediately 
opened from the howitzer, covered by the breastwork 
of the captured battery, upon the palace and its out- 
works, four hundred yards distant, which soon produced 
visible impression. 

Various light affairs then ensued, and a heavy sortie 
oras made from the palace to regain the crest of YfoliCHaaL, 
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This effort was repulsed by Lieu tenant- Colonel Childs, 
wtttMB command was flanked on the right and left by 
Hays's and Walker's Texans. In the retreat the enemy 
were so closely pressed that two companies of light 
troops, under Captain Vinton, entered the palace with 
tbem, and raised over it the American flag. The guns 
of the castle, a six-inch howitzer, one twelve, and two 
nine-pounder guns, with the light artillery of Duncan and 
Mackall, were then turned on the retreating Mexicans 
as they filled the road, a prolongation of one of the 
streets of Monterey. The guns were so posted as to 
play upon La Plaza de la Cape/la, which they did with 
terrific effect ; and the whole division was concentrated 
around the palace for the purpose of assaulting the city 
on the next day. 

At ten o'clock on the 23d, a heavy firing told General 
Worth that his chief was at work on the other side of 
the city, and that his own orders had miscarried. Two 
columns of attack were at once organized to move along 
the two principal streets, leading from his position, in the 
direction of the great plaza, composed of light troops 
slightly extended, with orders to mask the men wherever 
practicable; to avoid those points swept by the enemy's 
artillery ; to press on to the first plaza (Capella) ; to get 
hold of the ends of streets beyond, then enter the 
buildings, and by means of picks and bars break through 
'he longitudinal section of the walls, work from house 
to house, ascend the roof, and place themselves in 
Puual position with the enemy. The light artillery fol- 
lowed by sections with a reserve strong enough to pro- 
tect the pieces against cavalry charges, and the whole 
stations in that quarter. 

The Mexicans had barricaded every street with walls 
■ ^sotiry, pierced with embrasures. They had pos- 
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session of every eminence, and by a crossing fire of 
musketry from windows, made the approach to every 
encuadra, or crossing, peculiarly dangerous. Under all 
this the storming columns worked their way steadily, and 
by dusk had captured a large building which overlooked 
the chief defences. Before morning, on the roof of this, 
two howitzers and a six-pound gun were placed. 

Before dawn, the hour fixed for the attack, a flag was 
sent to General Worth, asking a suspension of fire. 
The circumstance was at once reported to General Tay- 
lor, who proceeded to General Worth's head-quarters- 
where subsequently terms were agreed on. 

On the east side of the city the work had been almost 
as warm. General Twiggs, at the head of a division 
composed of Lieutenant-Colonel Garland's brigade 
(the 3d and 4th infantry and Bragg's light artillery), 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson's brigade (the 1st in- 
fantry and Baltimore volunteers), were ordered to make 
a diversion against the east side of the city, in favor of 
Worth, who was on the west and south. Under a gall- 
ing fire the Baltimore battalion was ordered to attack the 
front, and the regulars the right and rear of the works 
on the east side. The enemy were driven from these 
works, and pursued into the city by the 3d and 4th 
infantry. The strong barricades, however, made it im- 
possible for them to make headway. The enemy here 
had barricaded every street, and each company was 
necessarily obliged to act under its own captain, inde- 
pendently, and after a struggle of six hours drove the 
enemy from every position in the suburb. The 3d 
infantry and part of the 4th then entered the town again, 
and by a well directed effort, sustained by the action of 
the volunteers, carried positions which controlled the 
enemy's most advanced and strongest batteTy. 
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wr division, commanded by Major- Gene' 

ler, an officer appointed under the law of 

d against (his work. The first brigade 

mlinued to advance, having in front of it 

» of the veteran 4th infantry, while Butler 

i y more to the left. The covering party 

0[ Quitman's brigade, while leading the advance, was 

received with a fire that struck down one-fourth of its 

officers and men, and forced it to halt for a reinforcement 

of two companies then seen advancing. The volunteers 

continued, however, to advance, and carried the work 

in handsome style, taking five pieces of artillery, much 

ammunition, and thirty prisoners. 

Major-General Butler, at the head of the 1st Ohio 
regiment, entered the town, and at once discovered dial 
no good could result from such a movement. General 
Taylor was about to order a retrogression, when he heard 
of the capture of a strong work made by General Pil- 
low, of which he resolved to retain possession. Soon 
after General Butler was severely wounded, and the 1st 
Ohio regiment was recalled. 

Parts of all the regiments engaged were under cover 
of General Quitman's battery and buildings on its front 
and right. Hither Bragg's and Ridgely's flying batteries 
were advanced. The second position and other defences 
of the enemy now kept up a constant fire on this work, 
to which General Taylor had come. Here, too, was 
General Twiggs, who, in a short time, turned all the 
captured guns on their former owners, under the direc- 
tion of Captain Ridgely. Webster's more effective 
howitzer battery soon arrived, however, and replaced 
them. 

Lieutenant Garland, with parts of the 1st, 3d, and 
•*th infantry, and the Baltimore volunteers, now entered 
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the chy aD<l advanced beyond La Puente de la Purissima, 
a bridge, for the purpose of storming the second battery. 
It was impossible, however, to turn this; and, after a 
contest for some time, they withdrew. With Colonel 
Garland's command was Ridgely's battery. 

The Mexican lancers had attacked the Ohio and part 
of the Mississippi regiment, and, though beaten back, 
now made a demonstration towards the citadel. They 
were, however, dispersed by a mixed command, under 
Captain Miller, of the 1st infantry, and Bragg's battery. 

Ridgely's battery and the regulars of the 1st division 
kept watch on the city during the night, and the remain- 
der of the troops, except the 1st Kentucky, were with- 
drawn. During the night, under Lieutenant Scarrit, of 
the engineer corps, the captured works were made more 

The object, on this side of the town, had been 
achieved, but with a great loss of men and officers; 
among whom were either killed, or mortally wounded, 
Captain Williams, topographical engineers; Lieutenants 
Terrett and Dil worth, 1st infantry; Lieutenant Woods, 
2d infantry; Captains Morris and Field, Brevet-Major 
Barbour, Lieutenants Irwin and Hazlitt, 3d infantry; 
Lieutenant Hoskins, 4th infantry ; Lieutenant- Co Ion el 
Watson, Baltimore battalion; Captain Allen and Lieu- 
tenant Putnam, Tennessee regiment, and Lieutenant 
Hett, Ohio regiment. Many others were wounded, and 
a large proportion of the rank and file shared the perils 
of the day. This occurred on the day that General 
Worth carried La Loraa de la Independencia and its de- 
pendencies. On the 23d but little was done in the lower 
part of the city, hostilities being confined merely to 
occasional firing. During the night, the enemy evacuated 
all their defences there. This was reported trj Gena- 
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ml Quitman, who was ordered, with his brigade, to enter 
the city, covering his men as prudently as possible. Gene- 
ral Twiggs, with the other troops, being held in reserve, 
General Taylor went forward in person, and ascertained 
that General Quitman was fighting his way towards the 
Plaza Grande. The Texan 2d was then dismount,!, 
and, with Dragg's battery, under General Henderson, 
was thrown forward, followed closely by the 3d regimen! 
United States infantry. 

With axe and mattock, as had been done on the 
other side of the town, these men advanced through 
the city, piercing the walls of the houses in a direction 
parallel to the streets. All firing of artillery on the 
plaza, on our part, had now to be suspended, in conse- 
quence of the vicinity to it of Henderson's and Quit- 
man's command. At night, Quitman's brigade was re- 
lieved by General Hamer. Worth, in the meantime, had 
advanced within a short distance of the main square, 
from the south and west. 

On the next day it was meditated to make an attack 
from both sides ; but, early on the morning of that day, 
Ampudia made propositions to evacuate the town. A 
personal interview between the two generals took place, 
and the following terras were agreed on: 

" Article I. As the legitimate result of the opera- 
tions before this place, and the present position of the 
contending armies, it is agreed that the city, the fortifica- 
tions, cannon, the munitions of war, and all other public 
property, with the undermentioned exceptions, be sur- 
rendered to the commanding general of the United 
States forces now at Monterey. 

Article If. That the Mexican forces be allowed to 
retain the following arms, to wit: the commissioned 
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al Twiggs's division, Lieutenant- Colonel 

in, Baltimore volunteers; Captains Morris 

the 3d infantry ; Brevet Major Barbour, 

egiroent ; Lieutenants Terrett and Irwin, 

■revet Lieutenant Woods, 1st, Lieutenant 

he 2d, and Hoskins, of the 4th, United 

s intaniry, and forty-sis enlisted men, were killed. 

lors Lear and Abercrombie, of the 3d and 1st 

wtantry, Captain Bainbridge, of the 3d, Lieutenant 

Dil worth, of the 2d, and Graham, (since dead), of the 

4th, were wounded. One hi ired and sixteen men 

were wounded. 

Of General Worth's division, Captain McKavett, 
of the 8th, was killed, and Lieutenant Russell, of the 
5th, was wounded. Nine privates, &c, were killed, 
and forty-eight wounded. 

General Butler and Colonel Mitchell, and Lieu- 
tenants Armstrong, Master, Niles, and McCarty, of the 
Ohio regiment, were wounded ; Lieutenant Hett was 
killed. Of the Tennessee regiment, Captain Allen and 
Lieutenant Putnam were killed, and Major Alexander, 
Lieutenants Scudder, Nixon, and Allen, wounded. 
The men of both these regiments suffered severely. 
The Mississippi regiment had its lieutenant-colonel, 
McClure, and four other officers, wounded* The 
Texan and Kentucky regiments also suffered. 

This feat of arms was a brilliant one, and affected 
both Mexico and the United States greatly. It dis- 
organized the Mexican army, and gave the undisputed 
ascendency for a long time to the American general in 
the north of Mexico. 
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Description of Monterey — Dissatisfaction in regard to the 
convention — Taylor's explanation — Advance to Victoria — 

I Scott takes command— March to Snllillc — Battle of Buena 
Vista — Victims of the battle — Taylor's forced inactivity. 
General Taylor immediately established his head- 
quarters in Monterey, and took steps for the protection 
of the Mexican people. The city was found to he far 
stronger even than had been imagined, and to have 
been fortified with the most consummate art. The 
population of the city was about fifteen thousand, and 
their condition was far better than that, probably, of 
any other part of Mexico. 

Through the city ran the river San Juan, dividing 
it, crossed by the bridge La Purissima, leaving the 
larger part between it and the lofty ridge of La Sierra 
Madre. Towards the east was a gentle swell, covered 
with fields of cane and corn, and here and there chapparal. 
The army ascended this slope, and saw from afar the 
preparations made to welcome them. The city, sur- 
rounded by trees which half hid its white walls, re- 
called the old Moresco cities of Spain. At the foot of 
this slope was a fort of large size, of solid masonry ; a 
work, the engineers said, only to he taken by regular 
approaches. 

On the west, peak above peak, towered the Sierra 
Madre ; such a range as in all other lands has 
nourished a race of hardy mountaineers vtcA \o \*fc 
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bomurty ra [mm to my sad dung 
x which ledutk cotrren u on, and oot- 
ly jndgHMK the JuwsttM advantages to be 
RtnipDoi of the attack sport the tins. 
on dm been kauy oosfiraeQ by an mspec- 
emy's position ud.aneajts hdc* tbe surrea- 
4> discovered that bis principal maganar, 
hsi in immense amount of powder, was in tbe 

uutediiu, completely exposed o our shells from two 
directions. The explosion this mass of powder, 
which must hare ultimately n ted from a continuance 
of the bombardment, would ua-'e been infinitely disas- 
trous, involving tbe destruction not only of Mexican 
troops, but of non-combatants, and even our own people, 
had we pressed the attack. 

In regard to tbe temporary cessation of hostilities, 
the fact that we are not at this moment, within eleven 
days of the termination of tbe period fixed by the con- 
vention, prepared to move forward in force, is a suffi- 
cient explanation of the military reasons which dictated 
this suspension of arms. It paralyzed the enemy during 
a period when, from the want of necessary means, we 
could not possibly move. I desire distinctly to state, 
and to call the attention of tbe authorities to the feet, 
that, with all diligence in breaking mules and setting up 
wagons, the first wagons in addition to our original train 
from Corpus Christi (and but one hundred and twenty- 
five in number), reached my bead-quarters on the same 
day with the secretary's communication of October 13th, 
viz: the 2d inst At the date of the surrender of Mon- 
terey, our force bad not more than ten days' rations, and 
even now, with all our endeavors, we have not more 
than twenty-five. The task of fighting and beating 
*He BNEMY 18 AMONG the least numcuLT THAT WS 
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encounter — the great question of supplies necessarily 
controls all the operations in a country like this. At 
the date of the convention, I could not of course have 
foreseen that the department would direct an important 
detachment from my command without consulting me, 
or without waiting the result of the main operations 
under ray orders. 

I have touched the prominent military points involved 
in the convention of Monterey. There were other con- 
siderations which weighed with the commissioners in 
framing and with myself in approving the articles of 
the convention. In the conference with General Am- 
pudia, I was distinctly told by him that he lind invited 
it to spare the further effusion of blood, am! because 
General Santa Anna had declared himself favorable to 
peace. I knew that our government had made propo- 
sitions to that of Mexico to negotiate, and I deemed 
that the change of government in that country since my 
last instructions, fully warranted me in entertaining 
consid era lions of policy. My grand motive in moving 
forward with very limited supplies had been to increase 
the inducement of the Mexican government to nego- 
tiate for peace. Whatever may he the actual views or 
disposition of the Mexican rulers or of General Santa 
Anna, it is not unknown to the government that I had 
the very best reason for believing the statement of 
General Ampudia to be true. It was my opinion at the 
lime of the convention, and it has not been changed, 
that the liberal treatment of the Mexican army and the 
suspension of arms, would exert none but a favorable 
influence in oar behalf. 

The result of the entire operation has been to throw 
the Mexican army back more than three hundred 
miles to the city of San Luis Potosi, and tooy^mltoa 
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i as far as we choose to penetrate it up to 
it. 
— d a my purpose in this communication not 
ill lu defend the convention from the censure 
ly regret to find implied in the secretary's 
Hi> hi show that it was not adopted without 
i em reasons, most of which occur of themselves 
ui ihe minds of all who are acquainted with the con- 
dition of things here. To thai end I beg that it may 
be laid before the gencral-in hief and secretary of 
war." 

This would seem on this point to be final. 

It is amalterof curiosity that this capitulation, claimed 
in tbe United States to be so decidedly favorable to Mex- 
ico, gave the greatest dissa iction to the Mexican 
nation. General Ampudia- was charged with having 
disgraced the Mexican name, and was stripped of all 
command. Though previously a man of importance in 
the annals of his country, he subsided into entire insig- 
nificance, and took no part in that series of events which 
made the chief magistracy and high offices of the Mexi- 
can republic a prey to any who had nerve enough to 
grasp the insignia of command. Which of the two na- 
tions was right? General Filasola, Minon, Colonel 
Mata, and other foreign officers of distinction, in the 
Mexican service — military critics in France, England, 
and Germany, have expressed the greatest admiration 
of Taylor's generalship. Is it likely that they are all 
mistaken ? 

The city was taken possession of, according to the 
terms of the surrender, and due humanity observed to- 
wards the conquered, who marched beyond the line 
agreed on in the surrender, to be occupied by them dur- 
ing the armistice. This was terminated on the 13th of 
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:, by a notice sent to San Luis de Potosi, where 
_ ^^xican general had established his head-quarters. 
™ ^immediately after the formal surrender of Monterey, 
g^^iral Worth was ordered to occupy Saltillo, a strong 
y^ on south of Monterey, and two thousand feet in 
EJ^^tion above it. General Butler was assigned to the 
^r^"*Xiand of Monterey, and General Taylor started for 
§X^jJ**ria. In the meantime, Wool's army of the centre 
^** penetrated, without resistance, as far as Parras. 
^ fcral Taylor considered Parras and Saltillo both valu- 
„*^ positions, inasmuch as, with the aid of an interme- 

^^^ate readily. 

^ The force of General Wool was about twenty-four 
*^mdred men and six guns, while Worth had twelve 
uimdred regulars and eight guns. At Monterey were 
two companies of artillery, the skeleton of the 4th infan- 
try, and General Butler's division of volunteers, com- 
prising the Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana troops, all 
commanded by General Butler. 

Tampico was garrisoned by eight full companies of 
artillery and the Alabama regiment. Near Victoria the 
Mexican general, Urrea, was believed to be at the head 
of a strong body of horse. Major-General Patterson 
was accordingly instructed to march from Matamoras on 
Victoria, with three regiments of volunteers from his 
division, one being the Tennessee cavalry. General Tay- 
lor left Monterey about the 15th of October, with the regu- 
lar troops, under Brigadier-General Twiggs, and the other 
regiments of General Patterson's division, under Briga- 
dier-General Quitman. At Montemorelos, sixty-eight 
miles from Monterey, he wished to eflect a junction with 
Colonel B. Riley, and incorporate with the column the 
2d Tennessee regiment, under orders for that place. 



* 
ft 

i 



Wkk thb fm he 




wfcicfe bad bee* advanced 

Atfrnguisfaed Doa Aazccio Lopez de San£a Anna, by 
tar die moat able maa of die sados* in a lu&arr point 
ct *:ew % had returned trcm exile on me 16di of August, 
1$4*>* and ia a shore tune had collected an ubt, ind 
with, money or other means had placed k ia eke fieW. 
He was the general under whose auspices die next battle 
was to be tbughr* and the perfection ot miErarr know- 
ledge* the strategy with, which he maooewTred,. the skill 
which eoabied him to threaten Victoria* Monterer, San 
Luis* Saltiilo* and eves ponies en die shore of die gulf, 
were sufficient to convince ail chat he merited the £uae 
be had won. 

At dhis crisis* General Scott was ordered to Mexico., 
and i>v virtue of his odfce js commanding general of die 
wbote arniv x of course assumed die general direction 
of alt operations. The history of the campaigns termi- 
ftated at Matomoras and at Monterey had shown coo- 
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clusively that no serious impression could be made on 
the government of Mexico by blows struck at its remoter 
territories. The capture of all that had been taken from 
it had not advanced the prospect of peace at all ; and it 
was evident that this could be attained only by taking pos- 
session of the capital and the ports, by which communi- 
cation was bad with Europe. The first attempt, there- 
fore, was to be made, against the city of Vera Cruz and 
castle of San Juan. 

The siege of Monterey had shown conclusively that 
General Taylor's volunteers were amply able to cope 
with the Mexican army in any field, but it was also evi- 
dent that to approach such a work as San Juan, the best 
possible troops would be required. General Scott, 
therefore, felt bimself called on to withdraw the regulars 
from General Taylor's army. The matter was not very 
important, as they numbered but about .six hundred men, 
and the policy of the government, as intimated to Gene- 
ral Scott, before he left Washington, was for the time 
to keep the wing of General Taylor on die defensive. 
There is no doubt besides, that this act of Scott's was 
based on the supposition that new troops, as the govern- 
ment promised, would immediately replace the regu- 
lars and other forces he felt, constrained to call for. 
The following is an extract of a letter, dated New 
York, November, 1S4G, immediately before he left for 
New Orleans and the seat of war; 

" I am not coming, my dear general, to supersede 
you in the immediate command on the line of operations 
rendered illustrious by you and your gallant army. My 
proposed theatre is different. You may imagine it; and 
I wish very much that it were prudent, at this distance, 
to tell you all that 1 expect to attempt or hope to exe- 
cute. I Lave been admonished that despatches have 
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Between the ravine and the mountain ia a range, ar 
i of hilts, on the crest of which ibe American army 
i posted. At the foot of this ridge, clow to the 
, is the San Luis road, on which Captain Wash- 
i artillery, with five pieces of light artillery 
e posted. The _\ i e xi ran army waa in front, between 
I the Americans was a web of ravines, steep 
i difficult to cross, from the nature of the soil, which 
a mass of smooth round pebbles. The Sank of the 
d army could only be turned on a narrow piece 
round, near the mountain, a circumstance which de- 
red the enemy of much of the advantage of his great 
lerical superiority. The position could not have 
i better selected. The valley was but three miles 
■, the road lay along the bed of a dried-op water- 
:, impassable to any body of troops, and the other 
e was equally well defended by aa impassable series of 
As has been stated, Captain Washington's battery 
s posted to command the road, while the 1st and 2d 
iois regiments, under Colonels Hardin and Bissell, 
h eight companies (to the latter of which was attached 
tain Conner's company of Texas volunteers), and 
e 2d Kentucky, under Colonel McKee, occupied the 
s of the ridges on the left and in rear. The Ajkan- 
s and Kentucky regiments of cavalry, commanded by 
olonels Yell and H. Marshall, occupied the extreme 
left near the base of the mountain ; while the Indiana 
brigade, under Brigadier-General Lane (composed of 
die 2d and 3d regiments, under Colonels Bowles and 
Lane), the Mississippi riflemen, under Colonel Davis,* 
the squadrons of the 1st and 2d dragoons, under Captain 

•Thi* officer, with hia command and May's dragoons, anbao- 
qaantrr accompanied General Taylor to Saltillo, and did not occupy 
Ut position on the 33d until the action waa about to begin- 
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<•<> enant-Colonel May, and the light baitt- 

i Sherman and Bragg, 3d artillery, were 

f battle will bear the most careful scru- 

i a thorough appreciation of all the princi- 

r strategy, while its simplicity and facility 

ood by the volunteers, by whom it was to be 

not be too highly praised. It was drawn up 

i Wool, and the tro^ns were already on the 

raarcn 10 ineir positions when General Taylor arrived in 

the camp from Saltillo, whither he had gone to make 

arrangements for its defence » case of attack. The 

orders for the commencement < le action all emanated 

from Woof. 

Scarcely had these arrangements been made when the 
advances of the enemy were seen. They were, however, 
preceded by a Mexican officer, bearing a flag, and sum- 
moning General Taylor to surrender to Santa Anna, pro- 
mising the honors of war and good treatment. The 
officer who bore the flag also corroborated the statement 
of General Santa Anna's note, that the Mexican force 
was more than twenty thousand strong. General Taylor 
declined to surrender. This took place near meridian. 
General Santa Anna at this time was in sight, per- 
sonally reconnoitering, but did not begin the action, evi- 
dently because he waited for the rear battalions of his 
column to reach him, so that by one rush of his masses 
of men the American force might be swept away. At 
about four, P. M., the first shot was fired, being a shell 
thrown from a Mexican mortar into the American camp. 
The Kentucky cavalry and the Arkansas troops, dis- 
mounted, had been posted near the mountain, as skir- 
mishers ; and, at half-past four o'clock, commenced the 
action by engaging fifteen hundred light troops, whom 
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Santa Anna had despatched, under Uie command of 
Ampudia, to occupy the mountain on the American led. 
The command of Ampudia consisted of four full regi- 
ments of light infantry and Cazadores, and, after a des- 
perate struggle and great loss, succeeded in occupying 
the hill. 

The Mexican infantry was divided into three columns, 
commanded respectively by Generals Lombardini, Pa- 
checo, and Andrade. The artillery was commanded by 
Don Antonio Corona, and the cavalry by General Juvera. 
The artillery was in the rear of the centre, the cavalry 
of the right, and Santa Anna in person midway between 
the two lines, with a brilliant staff and strong body- 
guard. 

A strong body of cavalry, said to be commanded by 
General Minon, having been seen in the rear of Saltillo, 
and evidently directed against that place, General Taylor, 
aware that nothing would be done before the 23d, pro- 
ceeded, with an escort, to look after its safety. This 
having been done, he returned to Buena Vista on the 23d. 

On the morning of the 23d, both armies, having bi- 
vouacked on the field, were in position. The battle 
began at dawn, the Mexican infantry advancing to the 
attack from behind the crest of the hill on their side of 
the ravine. The three lines were all displayed, the one 
above the other, and opened a destructive fire on the 
American line. This was promptly returned, the men 
firing twenty rounds, at point-blank distance, with great 
effect. Washington's battery here opened with great 
effect. The Mexican loss at this place was very heavy, 
and the Americans also, in the course of a few minutes, 
had sixty men and officers killed and wounded. It will be 
remembered that the fire of five thousand infantry was 
mcentrated on two regiments. 



mis having, during the night, placed a 
iin on the height occupied by Ampudia, 
;d the whole American position, Lieuten- 
f the 4th artillery, was detached, with 
s iti Washington's battery. With him was 
at 'an, topographical engineers, and, by their 
his formidable though small battery was 

11 was in the meantime discovered that behind the 
inequalities of the groUnd, on the Mexican side of the 
ravine, a large force of horse and foot was being 
concentrated, with the intention of outflanking the Ame- 
rican left. The hills on that side, it will be remembered, 
were already occupied by Don Pfdro de Ampudia. On 
the left of the line was the 2d I liana and 2d Illinois 
regiments, commanded by General Lane, under whose 
orders also were three field-pieces (Lieutenant O'Brien's). 
General Lane ordered the 2d Indiana regiment and 
the guns to advance. O'Brien did so, under an in- 
tense fire of musketry, but was unable to check the 
Mexican advance. The 2d Indiana regiment had be- 
come panic-stricken, and fell back, followed by part of 
the 1st, in great disorder, leaving the battery exposed 
to a cross-fire of small arms, on the front and right, and 
of grape and canister, on the left. The Indiana regi- 
ment could not again be brought to a stand, and the 
Mexican infantry came on so rapidly, that O'Brien lost 
one of his guns. The colonel of the 1st Indiana regi- 
ment (Bowles), with a very few men, joined the Missis- 
sippi foot (Davis's), and subsequently did good service. 
The rest fled in disorder to Saltillo. 

Colonel Bissel's 2d Illinois regiment was also out- 
flanked and outnumbered, and with Sherman's battery 
was compelled to withdraw. The Mexicans now threw 



BATTLE OF J) I. EN A VISTA. 85 

mass after mass around the left of the array of the Uni- 
ted Slates, which seemed likely lo be surroiwided. Gen- 
eral Wool was everywhere, but the rupture of the Ame- 
rican line, caused by the retreat of the Indianians, and 
the overwhelming masses, made the chances of the day 
precarious. At this crisis General Taylor arrived from 
Saltillowith the Mississippi regiment and a squadron of 
United States dragoons. 

General Wool had previously reinforced the left with 
the 2d Kentucky regiment and liragg's artillery, which, 
with a part of Hardin's Illinois regiment, turned on the 
enemy and sent them in double quick time to die right 
about. The artillery of Bragg and Sherman now came 
again in play, and firing on the enemy who had gained 
the American rear and the advancing masses, checked 
their advance. 

The Mississippi regiment (Colonel Davis) was severe- 
ly pressed, and the 3d Indiana (Colonel Lane) and one 
gun under Lieutenant Kilbarn of Bragg's battery were 
sent to his support. Here the battle was long disputed, 
and charges of horse and foot were made more than once 
by the Mexicans, and always repulsed. At this time the 
wagon train was menaced by die Mexican lancers, who 
were driven back in great disorder, by a charge of a 
squadron of the 1st dragoons, commanded by Lieutenant 
Rucker (Captain Steen had previously been wounded, 
and the other captain, Eustis, was absent in camp from 
Mckiirss) ; May with the rest of the horse then came up, 
and the result of this cavalry afiair would have been 
more decided, had not a large portion of Arkansas troops 
from some causeless panic fled to Saltiilo, where they 
reported die battle as lost. This had already been done 
y the In (banians. 

Lieutenant-Colonel May, 2d dragoons, WiSa. \.-wo 



96 GE3TEBAI. OFFICERS. — TAYLDE. 



I of his own regiment and Captain Pike's 
(Arkansas horse) was then employed in holding as far 
as possible in check the continued advance of the ene- 
my, who still sought to turn the base of the mountain. 

Captain Bragg's and part of Sherman's battery had, 
in the meantime, been ordered to the left, against which 
the enemy still made a demonstration. The heavy fire 
of the tight artillery soon threw them into confusion, and 
they sought to tall back on the Mexican reserve. 

This was a time for horse ; and Captain Rucker, with 
a squadron of the 1st dragoons, was ordered forward. 
The difficulty of the ground and the fire of the Mexican 
line, however, rendered it impossible for him to charge- 
On the extreme left the enemy were observed to concen- 
trate, probably with the intention of attacking the haci- 
enda, where was collected the train of wagons, &c., of 
the American army. May was ordered thither with his 
command, and two pieces of Sherman's battery. Before 
he reached the spot, however, the Mexican cavalry had 
been beaten back by a small body of troops commanded 
by Major Monroe of the artillery, after having been 
divided into two portions by a charge of the Arkansas 
(Yell) and Kentucky (Marshall) horse. May then ap- 
proached with his command, to which was added the 
squadron of the 1st dragoons and many Arkansas and 
Indiana troops. It was at this part of the field that the 
gallant Colonel Yell died, at the head of his regiment 

It will be remembered that a portion of the Mexican 
troops had reached the American rear, and it was obvi- 
ous they could not again unite with the main army. At 
this time a message was received from General Santa 
Anna, asking to know what General Taylor wanted. 
General Wool was at once sent to the Mexican generat- 
m-chief, but as the enemy continued to fire he returned 
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without an interview. By means of this ruse, however, 
the right of the Mexican army was enabled to escape 
from its perilous position. The firing had partially 
ceased on the principal field, the enemy limiting all his 
efforts to the protection of his guns. The table-land 
became again, however, the scene of a fearful contest. 
The Illinois and Kentucky infantry had engaged a vastly 
superior force of the enemy, and were on the point of 
being overwhelmed. O'Brien, with two pieces, had 
assisted in sustaining this unequal contest, and was left 
alone, the foot being driven back. Captain Bragg then 
came into battery, and fired into the hostile line, which 
was within but a few feet of the muzzles of his guns. 
This fire saved the day, the enemy retiring precipitately. 
The 2d Kentucky regiment, which had advanced beyond 
supporting distance in this affair, was driven back and 
closely pressed by the enemy's cavalry. Taking a 
ravine which led in the direction of Captain Washing- 
ton's battery, their pursuers became exposed to his fire, 
which soon checked and drove them back with loss. In 
die meantime the rest of our artillery had taken position 
on the plain, covered by the Mississippi and 3d Indiana 
regiments, the former of which had reached the ground 
in time to pour a fire into the right flank of the enemy, 
and thus contribute to his repulse. In this last conflict, 
Colonel Hardin, 1st Illinois, and Colonel McKee and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, 2d Kentucky regiment, fell 
while leading their commands. 

Previous to the retreat of the enemy from Bragg's 
battery, which he had pushed almost into the smoke and 
dust of their column, every man and horse at three of his 
guns had teen shot or disabled. These guns the Mexi- 
can infantry carried off with them. The matter was 
much regretted, as, but for the precipitate Trtreafc of 
Vol. U. 7 
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Santa Anna, be might, with some color, have made i 
claim lo the victory, weak, but sufficient to satisfy the 
credulous Mexican nation. 

This was the last effort of the Mexicans: tbet 
were defeated disgracefully. During the day, as be- 
fore said, the horse under General Minon threatend 
Saltillo, and on one occasion approached so near lb«t 
they were fired upon from the redoubt on the a 
in which was stationed Captain Webster. They then 
obliqued towards the wagon train ; us they approached 
it, however, they were beaten back by Captain Shover, 
with his gun, and a piece under Lieutenant Donaldson, 
detached from Webster's battery. 

The enemy made during the night no other attempt 
to force the American position, and all were busied in 
attending to the wounded, and removing them 
Saltillo. The sufferings of the latter were intense, a 
severely cold night succeeding the broiling heat of the 
day. The array lay down without fires, expecting 
that the battle would be renewed at dawn. Rein- 
forcements were also withdrawn from the town, and it 
was known that Brigadier- General Marshall, with 
fresh Kentucky horse and a battery of heavy guns, 
near at hand. The enemy was however discovered 
to have fled to Agua Nueva. He was still twei 
thousand strong (having been joined by Minon's com- 
mand), and General Taylor with his five thousand men 
was unable to pursue him. On that day a negotiation 
for the exchange of prisoners was made. The day was 
passed in burying the American dead, and removing to 
Saltillo the many Mexican wounded abandoned 
Santa Anna. 

On the evening of the 26th a close reconnoi; 
was made, and Agua Nueva was found to 
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abandoned except by the cavalry, the mass of I he 
Mexican army having hurried to San Luis. On the 27th 
the American army advanced to Agua Nueva, and the 
general purposed to bent up Santa Anna's quarters at 
Encarnacion, a hacienda in the midst of the lofty plain 
between Saltillo and Potosi. The cavalry horses were 
unable to sustain the march, and an infantry command 
was sent, which discovered that Encarnacion had been 
abandoned, and the army gone towards Matahviala, 
sadly reduced in nuiJbers, and almost disorganized. 
The dead and dying filled the whole hacienda. 

The American force engaged in the action of Bucna 
Vista was three hundred and thirty-four officers, and 
fcwr thousand four hundred and twenty-five men, ex- 
clusive of the small command left in and near Saltillo. 
'" this number, two squadrons of cavalry and three 
lotteries of light artillery, making not more than four 
hundred and fifty-three men, composed the only force 
'reguhr troops. The strength of the Mexican arjny 
Stated by General Santa Anna, m his summons, to 
ffCPBBtj thousand; that estimate was confirmed by 
^^uent information. The American loss was two 
— ' * and sixty-seven killed, four hundred ami fifty- 



zjTided,aml twenty-three missing. The Mexican 

**' /filled and wounded may be fairly estimated at 

&* *j ejridred, and probably two thousand. At least 

/ f-e*\ of their killed were left upon the field of 

*^ *^f*f* & lumber of deserters and dispersed men 

»iks is known to have been very great. 

tJie American killed and wounded were 

of the regular army. Captain Lincoln, 

/i-»tant-general of General Wool, was killed 

>*ing to rally some troops who had become 

a pt»Hi Stecn, nf the 1st dragoons, -«wi 
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wounded in tiie snme service. Other officer* H 
wniTnifiJ and distinguished. General Taylor tto 
spoke of his regulars, who, if they were few, vwitt* 
lo be surpassed in other respects : 

" The services of the light artillery, always c< t 
ous, were more than usually distinguished. Marie 1 
rapidly over the roughest ground, it was always 
tion at the right place and the right time, and itsW* 
directed fire dealt destruction in the masses of the rw- 
my. While I recommend to pitfticutar favor the gnlU* y 
conduct and valuable services of Major Munroe, dwf 
of artillery, and Captains Washington, 4th artillery, mfl 
Sherman and Bragg, 3d artillery, commanding batteries, 
I deem it no more than just to mention ail the subahffi 
officers. They were nearly all detached at difiero* 
times, and in every situation exhibited conspicuous sV31 
and gallantry. Captain O'Brien, Lieutenants Brent, 
Whiting, and Couch, 4th artillery, and Bryan, topo- 
graphical engineers (slightly wounded), were attached 
lo Captain Washington's battery. Lieutenants Thomas, 
Reynolds, and French, 3d artillery (severely wounded), 
to that of Captain Sherman ; and Captain Shover and 
Lieutenant Kilburn, 3d artillery, to that of Captain 
Bragg. Captain Shover, in conjunction with Lieutenant 
Donaldson, 1st artillery, rendered gallant and important 
service in repulsing the cavalry of General Minon. The 
regular cavalry, under Lieu ten ant- Colon el May, witt 
which was associated Captain Pike's squadron of Ar- 
kansas horse, rendered useful service in holding tbt 
enemy in check and covering the batteries at several 
points. Captain Steen, 1st dragoons, was severely 
wounded early in the day, while gallantly endeavoring, 
with my authority, to rally the troops which were falling 




Jl* vofeinteerf fought as well as any troops in the 
lid* Twelvermonths men met and beat back the 
igpa of veterans in a manner hitherto unprecedented. 
t officers were conspicuous for their gallantij 9 and 
qi4.4he high commendation they have received. It 
Mpo be remembered that of all the volunteers, one 
jpept only, Colonel Davis> (Mississippi), had ever 
p voider five. Colonels Yell, Hardin, McKee, and 
F*.<4iad on the battle-field. Colonel Davis was 
gtly wounded, yet retained his command. 

Lane was wounded, and a disproportionate 
officers of every regiment of the army, in die 

JHpere killed and wounded. General Wool, who 
ifcpnra op die battle, is highly and unsparingly com* 
flitted by General Tsylpr, and staff officers of every 
l^dfringiiMhrri themselves. Major Bliss, Captain 
Ullfld lieutenant Garnet exhibited that talent which 
t Swiped their general, in the first instance, to select 
iTpa his aids ; and even die civilian clerks of the 
staff departments, aware that it was a time for 
to ihow himself buckled on their sabres, and 
fcd as messengers and idqfifks. 
Che battle was gained ; and had General Taylor been 
Ahead of two regiments of regular cavalry, in addi- 
>4o the force which won the battle, there is little 
b4 that he would have crossed the desert and captured 
Iritis. It did" not happen thus ; the term of service 
fee men who had won the battle of Buena Vista, 
IB to expire, and regiment after regiment was dis- 
ced fiom the service. The general was left almost 
Bf and compelled to remain inactive. All opposition 
ins vras, however, destroyed, north of Saltillo ; and 
pd but to bide his time. In the meantime, the Mex- 

government concentrated its troope axouud tat 
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capital ; and, even to the present day, the wing of Gene- 
ral Taylor has not been sufficiently reinforced to justify 
his advance. 

A few events have, however, occurred, sufficient to 
show that his energy is yet unaltered, and awaits only an 
opportunity to display itself again. His rambling search 
after Urrea, who, subsequent to the battle of Buena Vista, 
sought to interrupt his communication, is of this cha- 
racter. He drove that officer before him, on the 17th of 
March, having with him the Virginia regiment, one from 
Ohio, a troop of dragoons, and two pieces of artillery. 
General Taylor has yet work to do for the nation, in 
Mexico, and, it may be, in a higher capacity. He is 
now one of the great men of the nation, and essentially 
the popular idol. A man of deeds, he speaks to the 
purpose ; a swordsman, he has full command of the pen. 
He is emphatically one of whom the nation may be 
proud — fit for any career, seeking none ; aware of his own 
power, yet unobtrusive ; a soldier, but a lover of peace ; 
occupying a high rank, yet contemning its trappings. 
Such men are sent but rarely, and only to accomplish a 
great end, establish a great principle, or correct a great 
abuse. 



CHAPTER XII. 

WOOL. 

Wool's early career — Battle of Queenstown — Wool promoted 
to a majority — Battle of Plattsburg — British retreat — Anni- 
versary of the battle — Services after the war of 1812-15^- 
Yish to Europe. 

The name of General John E. Wool first appears 
on the army register in 1813, with the rank of captain 
of the 13th infantry, and date of April 14th, 1812. 
We have few or no particulars of Wool's early career, 
and know only that he was a native of Orange county, 
New York, and a member of a volunteer corps orga- 
nized, on the breaking out of the war of 1812, at Troy, 
New York, whither he had removed from the house of 
his grandfather, who, after the death of his father, had 
taken charge of his education. Amid all the vicissitudes 
of his long service, which have taken him to every part 
of the Union, Troy has been the home of his family. 
At that town he recruited his first company ; and the 
same talent which enabled him to make soldiers of raw 
New York boys, and lead them triumphantly against 
the British, has since made him conspicuous in a wider 
sphere, Mexico. The first occasion on which we find 
Wool conspicuous, was in the attempt made by order 
of Major-General Stephen Van Rensselaer, to dislodge 
the British from Queenstown Heights. This affair, as 
far as General Scott (then lieutenant-colonel) participated 
in it, has already been referred to in the account of his 
life. 
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of success, a descent of the Hudson river. The garrison 
at Plattsburg consisted lo a great degree of invalids, auJ 
was not more than fifteen hundred strong; yet in a short 
tiiae General Macomb was enabled to throw up defences, 
Stc., in order to receive the enemy, who advanced 
with great caution and circumspection. To create an 
emulation and zeal among the officers and men in com- 
pleting the works, General Macomb divided them into 
detachments, and placed them near the several forts; 
declaring in orders, that each detaehment was the garri- 
son of its own work, and bound to defend it lo the last 
extremity. 

The force of the enemy having been reported to ex- 
ceed ten thousand men, General Macomb sought to call 
out the militia en masse, through Major-General Mooers, 
of the state service. Anticipating a draft, however, the 
mass of the people fled from their homes, so that only 
about four hundred men and boys could be collected. 

Between Platlsburg and the point whence the enemy 
was approaching, a detachment of the 13th, Wool's old 
regiment, was placed, and beyond them a party of rifle- 
men commanded by Major Appling, to act as tclaireuTS 
and to reconnoitre. On the morning of the 6th, it was 
ascertained that the enemy was approaching along two 
roads, which debouched from each other below Chazy. 
One of the columns, that which advanced to Beekman- 
town, came so rapidly, that the militia of Mooers, pre- 
viously stationed there, fell back in the greatest disor- 
der, though the enemy, as General Macomb states, " did 
not deign to fire on them, except by their flankers and 
advanced patrols." A few brave men did not, howe- 
ver, participate in this disorderly retreat. Immediately 
on receiving news of the enemy's advance, Major Wool 
with two hundred and fifty men of the 29th infantry 
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was sent forward to sustain the militia, and to set them 
a good example. 

General Macomb complimented Major Wool very 
highly for his conduct on this occasion, and his behavior 
deserved all the applause which could be bestowed on 
it. He took advantage of every event and natural ob- 
stacle, and harassed the enemy most effectually. The 
good example, however, was thrown away; the militia 
would not fight, though General Mooers and his staff 
sought to induce them to do so. They seemed victims 
to one of those causeless panics which so often interfere 
with military operations, and continued to fall back. 
The matter was peculiarly to be regretted, as a better 
field for the operations of irregular troops has scarcely 
been met with, the country being divided by steep 
stone fences into small lots, each of which offered a place 
to rally in safety, and, under shelter, destroy the invader. 
The enemy acted exceedingly well, pushing steadily on, 
never deploying once, so that at eight, A. M., the head of 
the column was within two miles of Plattsburg. At this 
time, Captain Leonard, of the light artillery, who had 
received his orders when Wool did, made his tardy ap- 
pearance. Had he acted with promptitude, the enemy 
would probably have suffered more during the march, 
and at least have been forced to deploy his column. 

Major Appling, of the rifles, was then ordered to fall 
back, which he did only at the last feasible moment. 
On his retreat he saw the head of the enemy's column 
debouching from the wood, and poured into it a fire 
from his one hundred and ten riflemen which did im- 
mense execution ; incredible almost, were it not remem- 
bered that Forsyth's riflemen were probably at that time 
the most expert shots in the world. Major Worth had, 
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in the interim, been joined by two companies of the 
13th, commanded by Captain Sproul. 

Then was begun a masterly manOMirre, in which 
Appling, Wool, and Sproul earned much credit. Three 
detachments having been united poured in a heavy fire 
on the advancing enemy, and retreated in echelon, or 
successively, keeping up a brisk fire until they reached 
the angle of ihe defences. 

The British still continued to advance, until finally 
llieir light troops seized on a few houses near the bridge 
across the river, which annoyed (he American troops 
very much, so that it was necessary with hot shot to 
destroy the buildings in which they had found a cover. 
The enemy now reached [he works and sought to drive 
in the American outposts. An attempt was also made 
to cross the upper bridge, but the militia made a stand 
here and drove the British back in very handsome style. 
Here they fought as well as troops of that kind always 
do, when once induced to make a stand. 

Captain Sproul, who had been ordered out on the 
other road, along the lake, had been directed to obstruct 
it ; and performed his duty so well that the other British 
column was long delayed. He had also torn up a bridge 
at Dead-creek; in crossing which, the enemy were ex- 
posed to a galling fire from the American galleys on the 
lake, which it was impossible for them to return. 

General Macomb, having withdrawn on the south 
side of the Saranac, barricaded himself with the plank 
of ihe bridge, and prepared to dispute the crossing. 
From the 7lh to the 11th, the enemy was continually 
skirmishing, and busied in posting a battering-train. The 
people, however, had been aroused ; the militia of New 
York turned out en. -masse, while volunteers thronged from 
Vermont, so that General Mooers was enabled, by throwing 
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a strong body of men in rear of Sir George Provost, to 
keep him on the alert, both by day and night. The 
militia had now gotten over their panic, and behaved as 
well as possible, and the regulars were not only kept 
busy by the skirmishing through the day, but passed the 
greater part of the night in adding to the defences. The 
enemy were, in the meantime, awaiting the arrival of 
their flotilla, to make a general attack. 

In the afternoon of the 11th, it hove in sight, and at 
once engaged McDonough's vessels, anchored in front 
of Plattsburg. The batteries were at once opened, and 
a heavy fire commenced, which lasted until sunset, when 
the bombardment ceased, every British battery having 
been silenced. The naval engagement lasted but two 
hours. General Macomb thus speaks of the land attack : 

" Three efforts were made by the enemy to pass the 
river, at the commencement of the cannonade and bom- 
bardment, with a view of assaulting the works ; and he 
had prepared for that purpose an immense number of 
scaling-ladders. One attempt to cross was made at the 
village bridge, and another at the upper bridge, and a 
third at a ford about three miles from the works. At the 
two first, he was repulsed by the regulars ; at the ford, 
by the brave volunteers and militia, where he suffered 
severely in killed and wounded and prisoners; a consi- 
derable body having crossed the stream, but were either 
killed, taken, or driven back. The woods at this place 
were very favorable to the operations of the militia. A 
whole company of the 76th regiment was here destroyed, 
the three lieutenants and twenty-seven men taken prison- 
ers, the captain and the rest killed." 

At dusk, the enemy withdrew his batteries, and, as 
soon as it was dark, precipitately sc-nt off everything for 
which he could find fransportation. At two, Cafe t*-»X 



100 



morning, the whole army fled, tearing behind the dead 
and wounded, with a surgeon, hearing a note to Genera) 
Macomb, requesting for them a humane attention. So 
precipitate wan the retreat, that the enemy reached Chazy, 
eight miles distant, before it was known that he was gone, 
The volunteers and light infantry immediately pursued, 
and made a few prisoners of the British 19lh light dra- 
goons, and others of the rear guard. A storm of wind 
and rain prevented the prosecution of the chase. On 
the next day, more than three hundred deserters came in 
to the American general. 

The naval victory by Commodore McDonough was 
complete, as was that of the army ; and the brave men 
who won it, were rewarded for their services by the 
applause of the nation. General Macomb buried the 
British officers of the land and sea service with the 
honors of war, and showed every attention to the 
wounded. 

The British loss during the invasion (not counting 
the naval operations), in killed, wounded, and missing, 
was not less than twenty-five hundred men, among the 
first of whom was Colonel Willington of the 3d 
Buffs, and other officers of distinction. 

For his conspicuous services on this occasion, Mr. 
Madison conferred on Major Wool the brevet of 
lieutenant-colonel ; the letter and order by which the 
promotion was communicated to him and the army, was 
in the most graceful and complimentary style. Various 
brevets were conferred on other officers who served 
there; the recipients of all of which have since left 
the service, except Colonel Joseph G. Totten, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. E. De Russy, the first of whom 
became a lieutenant-colonel and the second a captain. 
^They are now colonel and lieutenant-colonel, respec- 
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tively, of the corps of engineers, to which they belonged 
at the battle at Plattsburg. 

On the 11th of September, 1843, the anniversary of 
the battle of Plattsburg, General Wool was present at 
its celebration by the Plattsburg Military Association, 
which had determined to erect monuments, not only to the 
American, but the British officers who fell there. The 
duty of laying the stone of that to Willington, was 
assigned to Wool. Colonel D. B. McNeil thus referred 
to the circumstance on the occasion, paying a high com- 
pliment to Colonel Wool, especially grateful to him as 
coming from the very scene of his triumphs : 

" Fellow-Citizens : The president of the day has 
designated our distinguished guest, Brigadier-General 
Wool, of the United States army, who commanded the 
detachment of American regular troops opposed to that 
division of the British army which advanced upon 
Plattsburg by the Beekmantown road, on the 6th of 
September, 1814, to erect a monument at the head of 
the grave of Colonel Willington, of the 3d regiment of 
British Buffs, who gallantly fell at the head of his 
regiment at Culver's Hill, on the Beekmantown road, 
in the memorable battle of the 6th of September, 1814. 

The division of the British army in which the brave 
and lamented Willington fell, was not less than four 
thousand strong ; and when we take into view the fact 
that General Wool (then a major), with a light corps of 
but two hundred and fifty regular troops, all told, con- 
tested every inch of ground with this formidable force 
in their descent upon Plattsburg, the selection of Gen- 
eral Wool to perform the melancholy duty assigned to 
liim, cannot fail to give deep interest to the solemn 
occasion which brought us together upon this hallowed 
spot. Nothing- can be more appropriate lYvan WvaX. \l\fc 
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monument about to be erected should be raised by the 
I < ■ i j i ' J of an officer who bore an honorable and conspicuous 
part in the events of the memorable day on which the 
gallant Wellington fell. It is a pleasing spectacle to see 
the living brave doing honor to the memory of the illus- 
trious dead." 

To this General Wool replied : 

"Fellow-Citizens and Soldiers: The duty assigned 
me by the president of the day, in behalf of the citizens 
of Plattsburg and the Military Association of the county 
of Clinton, is no less gratifying to me than it is honor- 
able and magnanimous to its authors, and will furnish 
an example worthy of imitation for all time to come. 
It is not less a holy and pious offering to the illustrious 
dead, than the offspring of noble and generous hearts to 
a fallen foe, and will furnish themes of praise to the end 
of time. It will be a healing halm to the wounded 
hearts of relatives and friends — whilst it will not fail 
to call forth from every Briton who passes this conse- 
crated spot, tears of gratitude as well as tears of sym- 

With these brief remarks, I now erect in behalf of 
the citizens of Plattsburg and the Military Association of 
Clinton county, this monument to the memory of Colo- 
nel Wellington, who fell the 6th of September, 1814, at 
Culver's Hill, leading to the charge the advance of the 
British army marching on Plattsburg." 

At the dinner which followed the solemnities of (lie 
day, General Skinner, the president of the day, pro- 
posed as a sentiment, "General Wool, the hero of 
Beekmantown, as well as of Queenstown — 

' His laurels are green, Ihough his locks are gray.' " 

General Wool replied : 
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« Mr. President : I rise with a heart overflowing 
with gratitude, to respond to the sentiment just given by 
my friend at the other end of the table. I find it im, 
possible, however, filled as I am with emotion, to make 
a speech, or give utterance to my feelings in a manner 
worthy of the occasion. Were it otherwise, I .could 
say but little that has not already been said. I might 
speak of the campaigns of 1812 and '13, which closed 
with the most gloomy forebodings. I might also speak 
of the campaign of 1814, when the mantle of darkness 
was cast off, and a Maze of light shone forth along the 
frontier from Fort Erie to Plattsburg, and finally closed 
with a brilliancy seldom equalled, on the plains of New 
Orleans. But these periods have already been noticed 
and described in the most eloquent and stirring language. 
Therefore, little remains for me to add, could I give 
utterance to my feelings, but to express my warmest 
ths»nlr« for the kind partiality with which you have been 
pleased to allude to my services. I would, however, 
remark, that although at one period of the war dar fr p p^ p 
and despondency appeared to pervade our beloved coun- 
try, there was one bright spot exempt from the general 
gloom. It was here m this place, Hamburg, that the 
patriotic inhabitants neper wetted nor ipudUd before 
the legions of Great Britain. Tbcy mt*A by H*u 
country in the darkest hour, and never faiiied v, ^ 
and comfort the war-worn Kddier, and Vj xweh* u\iu 
with open arms, whether he jetornbd vicicev/ut or T w 
driven back by the fore* of carwaaeaxftet, Viw, *J- • 
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Bady, Palmer, and Hanson, al j^^. Kr ^ lX ^ 

devoted friends of their eouDfrv a Vi - ,. 
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* Vox.. II. 8 ****** * «„„, 
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bliss ? With these few remarks, Mr. President, I would 
offer this sentiment — 

1 The citizens of Plattsburg and the Military Associa- 
tion of Clinton county — This day attests their magna- 
nimity and greatness of soul, by the homage paid to the 
illustrious dead who fell fighting the battles of their 
country.' " 

Peace came early in 1815, and the life of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wool was as little eventful as that of the other 
officers of the service. After the reduction he was 
retained with full rank, and served at various posts on 
the northern frontier until the 27th of April, 1816, when 
he was appointed inspector- general with the rank of 
colonel of cavalry. The importance and peculiar trust 
of this high commission have already been spoken of. 
He discharged its often troublesome and painful duties 
with the greatest fidelity, and to the entire satisfaction 
of the several generals- in- chief, and various administra- 
tions at the head of the army and nation, until June 29th, 
1841, when he was promoted to the vacant brigade of 
General Scott, who, by the death of General Macomb, 
had become commander-in-chief of the army. On the 
29th of April, 1836, General Wool previously received 
"for ten years' meritorious service in one grade," the 
brevet of brigadier-general. The position he occupies 
in the roster of the army, according to commission, is the 
fourth in rank ; according to brevet, the seventh, the old 
brevets of Generals Brady and Brooke giving them in 
certain cases precedence, though never command over 
him. 

Persons are apt to sneer at the services of a soldier in 
time of peace ; but when it is remembered that General 
Wool was called on to visit a section of country extend- 
ing from the Atlantic to Council Bluffs on the Missouri, 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

V/OOh—{Coatitiuid.) 

o CosJmila— Address to the soldiers — Wool's route 
— Santa Anna's tat lies — J unction of Wool's and Taylor* 
forces — Battle of Buena Vista — Taylor's encomium on 
Wool. 

When the Mexican war broke out it was resolved to 

direct an expedition against the provinces of Mexico, 
the capitals of which are Chihuahua and Monclova, for 
the purpose of uniting together the field of General 
Kearney's operations and the army on the Rio Grande. 
The command of this was given to General Wool. 

The troops which composed it were exclusively vol- 
unteers, with the exception of a squadron of the 2d 
dragoons, the light battery of the 4th artillery, and three 
companies of the 6th infantry, attached to the left wing, 
and a squadron of the 1st dragoons, which composed 
General Wool's personal escort. The body of the army 
was composed of Yell's Arkansas mounted regiment, 
Ihe 1st and 2d regiments Illinois infantry, a company of 
Kentucky infantry, and Seefield's Texas volunteers. 
The grand aggregate was a little more than two thousand 
live hundred men. Though the mass of this army was 
composed of volunteers, its staff was composed of officers 
i>t ilie regular service, and with one or two exceptions, 
MnOBB of decided merit. The regiments and corps of 
si! iu -h il was composed were concentrated at San Anto- 
""■ sic llejar, a post on the San Antonio river, celebrated 
svnr of Texan independence, well calculated 
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offensive operations towards the object of this expedi- 
tion, when once the depots of provisions, &c., had been 
established, but inconvenient itself, as all stores had ne- 
cessarily to be brought one hundred and fifty miles in 
wagons, from Port Lavaca on the shore. The whole 
state of Texas, too, was necessarily to be crossed before 
the starting-point of the march could be reached. The 
troops therefore were not assembled before the last of 
August, and the 25th of September had come before a 
sufficient amount of provisions had been collected, to 
justify General Wool in commencing his operations. 
On the 26th of September, therefore, Colonel Harney 
started with the right wing of this army, numbering, all 
told, twelve hundred and thirty-seven men. 

General Wool followed on the 29th with his personal 
staff and escort of dragoons. Colonel Hardin, of the 
1st regiment Dlinois volunteers, followed on the 2d of 
Octoher with eight companies of his regiment, the ag- 
gregate of which was five hundred and seventy-four 
men ; on the 14th of October, Colonel Churchhill, in- 
spector-general of the United States army, left with the 
remainder of General Wool's command, numbering, all 
told, seven hundred and twenty-four men. The array 
was to march through an uninhabited country, without 
any resources except what it took with it ; was under the 
necessity of crossing deep and. rapid rivers, with a train 
of baggage, a commissariat and stores, to provide safely 
for which, even in a time of peace, was a most formidable 
undertaking. There was a certainty now, it was thought, 
that an enemy was in front. The army was unusually well 
supplied with all equipage, the general not having for- 
have constructed by his officers of engineers, 
anged that they might be easily put together, 
ken apart transported in wagons, 'the cafe* 
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tie of all kinds on the long march which lay before &a 
army, were to be subsisted by grazing on the grass 0/ 
the prairies across which the road lay. 

On the 10th of October, 1846, the advance wbi«h 
General Wool had already joined, crossed the Rio 
Grande at an old Spanish post, called El Presidio dtl 
Rio Grande. On the 9th the following order was pub- 
lished to the troops, and announced fully the course 
General Wool intended and did pursue, in spite of 
much discontent created by his rigid adherence to it, 

H 
[Orders No. 89.) 

Soldiers ! After a long and tedious march, you haw 
arrived on the bank of the Rio Grande. In the per- 
formance of this service, the commanding general has 
witnessed with the greatest pleasure your patience, good 
order, and perseverance, under many deprivations and 
hardships. All have done their duty, and in a manner 
that reflects the highest credit on both officers and men. 
From this remark he would not except his staff, who 
have actively and zealously devoted themselves to the 
service ; whilst Captain Cross has been eminently suc- 
cessful in forwarding his long train of supplies, without 
delay or serious accident. 

To-morrow you will cross the Rio Grande, and oc- 
cupy the territory of our enemies. We have not come 
to make war upon the people or peasantry of the coun- 
try, but to compel the government of Mexico to render 
justice to the United States. The people, therefore, 
who do not take up arms against the United States, and 
remain quiet and peaceful at their homes, will not be 
molested or interfered with, either as regards their per- 
sons or property ; and all those who furnish supplies 
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will be treated kindly, and whatever is received from 
fbem will be liberally paid for. 

It is expected of the troops that they will observe the 
most rigid discipline and subordination. All depreda- 
tions on the persons or property of the people of the 
country are strictly forbidden; and any soldier or fol- 
lower of the camp who may so for forget his duty as to 
violate this injunction, will be severely punished. 

By command of General Wool. 
(Signed) James H. Prentiss, Ass't Adj. Gen." 

The route of General Wool was along the old road 
from San Felipe de Austin, via San Antonio, across the 
head- waters of the Nueces, to £1 Presidio, a distance of 
one hundred and fifty miles ; which was accomplished 
by the left wing, the majority of whom were untried 
troops, with many incumbrances, wagons, &c., in eleven 
days. 

On the 30th of October, without difficulty, General 
Wool's advance encamped, after a march of two hun- 
dred and four miles in eleven days, four miles south of 
MoncloVa, the capital of the Mexican state or depart- 
ment of Coahuila. On the march from El Presidio, 
Brigadier-General Shields, of the volunteer service, had 
joined the column, and had been assigned to the com- 
mand of the advance. No opposition had been made 
to General Wool's advance, so far ; and here General 
Lopez, the Mexican commander, waited on and informed 
him that so far from being treated as enemies, the Ame- 
rican army would be looked on as friends. It had long 
been the prevalent opinion in Texas, that the people of 
Coahuila and Chihuahua had, by the advantages even 
under the Mexican tariff, of the trade carried on with the 
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United States through the caravans, been made frkaiy 
lo our institutions. 

The best furnished house in the town was tendered 
to General Wool, who took possession of the city (lit 
population of which was five thousand), with two an* 
drons of dragoons. Previous to entering Monclovs, 
Nava, San Fernando, and San Rosa, towns of one thou- 
sand, four thousand, and two thousand five hundred 
inhabitants, had successively surrendered, without tc- 
sistance, though in the midst of a population of ranchf- 
ros and peones, or agricultural laborers, if not in nuiralc 
the equals of the volunteers of the invading army, thrice 
as numerous, and capable of making a formidable resist- 
ance. 

It was obvious, in spite of the professions of Gover- 
nor Lopez, that the mass of the population were ill-dis- 
posed towards the invaders; and General Wool ^as 
required to exert the most constant vigilance to restrain 
the volunteers, and prevent even the possibility of diffi- 
culty with the natives. 

On the arrival of General Wool at Monclova, it had 
been contemplated to pass thencs to Chihuahua, a ciiv 
to the northwest of their present position, and midway 
between it and -Santa Fe. A report, however, was 
originated in the country, that after the capture of Santa 
Fe, General Kearney had marched on Chihuahua, which 
surrendered without a blow. This circumstance, and 
the necessity of a delay to recruit the dragoon and artil- 
lery cattle, delayed this expedition until the occurrence 
of events in another part of the Mexican republic caused 
it to be entirely abandoned. 

The papers at this time teemed with complaints 
against General Wool, on the part of the volunteers, 
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relief when compared with the subsequent popularity 
he won after having joined General Taylor's division. 
It will be remembered that the army was composed 
almost exclusively of volunteers, without a regular force 
sufficient to leaven the mass or teach them what duty 
was. The proper requisitions of discipline, therefore, 
they were not only ignorant of, but had no means of 
learning; and regarded the determination of their general 
to see that they did their duty, as an outrage and 
tyrannical oppression. The press, therefore, teemed 
with letters censuring General Wool, to which undue 
credit was attributed by the public. That any weight 
should be attached them is strange, when we recollect 
that the writing of letters, &c, is forbidden by regula- 
tion to all members of an army, and that none but a 
very worthless soldier would sit down coolly, calmly, 
and deliberately, to violate an order. 

After the capture of Monterey, it will be remembered 
that General Worth was stationed, by order of General 
Taylor, at Sallilio. Santa Anna, however, having col- 
lected ft large force, began such a system of operations 
that General Worth was induced to communicate the 
condition of his command to General Patterson, at 
Tictoria, and to General Wool, at Parras, which post, 
immediately on his reporting that, he was in possession 
of MoncJova, General Taylor had, on the 13th of No- 
vember, ordered him to occupy. 

General Wool arrived at Parras on the 6th of De- 
cember, 1846, with his army, said to have been one of 
the best volunteer forces ever in the service of the country, 
if not the very best. By constant care he had thus re- 
pelled the clamors raised against him by a few designing 
men- His march was unopposed through one of the most 
peculiar countries in the world ; the route Va\ through. 
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one series of defiles, with valleys filled with cactus of 
varieties almost undescribed. The meschete and a thou- 
sand spiny plants were the sole growth until the aimy 
reached the town of Parras, on the shore of a lake of 
the same name. The surrounding district was one of 
the most beautiful in Mexico, abounding in fertile fields 
and vineyards which were productive. The lands bad 
at one time been purchased by the Rothschilds, who, 
however, were not permitted to retain them in con- 
sequence of the law in Mexico which prohibits aliens 
from acquiring real estate. The army had there been 
well received, and courteously treated by the inhabitants. 

In consequence of the intelligence received from 
Worth, General Wool immediately set out for Saltillo, 
which General Taylor thought should be occupied both 
as a dependency of Monterey, and as controlling the 
defile which led to Monclova and Parras, from which 
large supplies were expected. It was moreover the 
capital of Cnahuila, and therefore important in a political 
point of view. This changed the whole of the course 
marked out for General Wool, and very properly too, 
inasmuch as there was no route from Monclova to Chi- 
huahua except over the rugged Bolson de Mapiroi. 
Chihuahua too was considered as already conquered, 
and easily to lie taken possession of by a movement of 
the army of the west (Kearney), within the sphere of 
which it might with more propriety be included than 
of General Wool's. 

One thing is worthy of remark. General Wool seems 
to be the only general who really has made conquests in 
Mexico, When he left Parras, the ladies of the town, 
anxious to make some exhibition of gratitude for the pro- 
tection he had afforded them, sought to he permitted 
to take care of the invalids unable to march with him. 
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Subsequent accounts say this was not a hollow profes- 
sion, but that they really nursed the invalids carefully and 
kindly. 

Immediately after his landing, Santa Anna had 
thrown himself forward with the army he had collected, 
and threatened Worth and Riley at Montemorelos, and 
almost all the detachments in the valley of the Rio 
Grande and northward of the arid plains between San 
Luis and Saltillo. The object of this manoeuvre was, 
doubtless, to induce General Scott to divert his arma- 
ment from Vera Cruz, to secure the conquests already 
made. This was not a movement likely to deceive 
General Scott, who, in his letter to General Taylor, from 
New York, dated November 23d, shows a thorough 
appreciation of the tactics of Santa Anna, and the man- 
ner by which his plans could and must be foiled. In 
that letter the general-in-chief intimated to him the pro- 
priety of uniting Wool's force with his, thus securing 
the latter an equivalent for the six hundred regulars 
commanded by Worth, withdrawn from Monterey. 

General Taylor saw at once the weight of these sug- 
gestions, and was further induced to consolidate his own 
and Wool's forces, in consequence of the menaces of 
Mmon, who had previously captured a force of Arkansas 
and Kentucky horse, and routed a scouting-party com- 
manded by Lieutentant-Colonel May, at Encarnacion. 
General Wool reached Saltillo about the 23d of Decem- 
ber, most opportunely, as General Taylor was, in conse- 
quence, enabled to return to Victoria to resume a search 
after Urrea. The arrival of Wool also induced Santa 
Anna to retreat at once to San Luis, after having thrown 
much of his command across the desert. 

Santa Anna, aware that Worth had been recalled 
with the mass of rerj-ulare, marched again to fcWwk 
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General Taylor, who, when he became aware oWnt 
Mexican chief's intention, set out at once to meet him. 
On the 20th of February, General Taylor had occupied 
Agua Nueva, a hacienda about eighteen miles south of 
SaltiUo. This hacienda is at the southern extremity of 
two parallel ranges of hills, which at two other points, 
at Caraero and Buena Vista, converge closely, and else- 
where are spread out into a broad valley. General Sanb 
Anna had intended to pass around General Taylor's 
(Link , and either force him to fight at Saltillo and Bum 
Vista, or to besiege him in the position he had taken. 
To effect this plan it was necessary either to march boldly 
by the main road, or to make a detour and occupy Buena 
Vista. The third movement which suggested itself to 
Santa Anna, was to operate on the left of Saltillo, and, 
though he seemed to prefer it, it was found altogether im- 
practicable, as well on account of the poverty of his com- 
missariat, as of the nature of the country. The proba- 
bility was, that he intended to seize Buena Vista by the 
detour from the right, but being anticipated by General 
Taylor, would not confess he had been out-generalled. 
General Minon, who subsequently had a controversy 
with him in relation to the conduct of this battle, stated 
boldly, that General Taylor not only beat him with his 
battle-pieces in the field, but out- manoeuvred hira in 
castling his pawns. The selection of the position of 
Buena Vista is attributed to General Wool as the suf- 
gester. The army took position on the 21st of Feb- 
ruary, directly in front of the hacienda of that name. 
Immediately after the encampment of the army, General 
Taylor, who did not anticipate an attack so soon, went 
to Saltillo, which was menaced by Minon, leaving the 
immediate command with Genera] Wool. 

This battle has already been described in the sketch 
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of General Taylor, but it might with as much pro- 
priety have been postponed to the present time. The 
troops were posted by General Woo], the orders ema- 
nated from him, and his plan of battle was not altered 
throughout the long and hard-fought action. Wool at 
fiuena Vista was in fact what General Scott was at 
Niagara. The private letters all speak of General 
Wool's great exertions, and his daring valor endeared 
him to those men, of whom, against their wishes, he had 
made soldiers. The " old war-horse" (such bad long 
been his sobriquet in the army) was seen everywhere 
quickening the charge and encouraging the wavering 
battalion, and his clear and musical, but very positive 
and dogmatical voice, was heard not only above the 
musketry, but stronger still, amid the wild cheer of the 
men of Arkansas and Mississippi, General Taylor, in 
his official report, states that the troops were posted by 
General Wool, and in its conclusion makes the following 
strong and positive encomium: 

" To Brigadier- General Wool my obligations are 
especially due. The high state of discipline and 
instruction of several of the volunteer regiments was 
attained under his command; and to his vigilance and 
arduous service before the action, and his gallantry and 
activity on the field, a large share of our success may 
justly be attributed. During most of the engagement 
lie was in immediate command of the troops thrown 
hack on our left flank. I beg leave to recommend him 
to the favorable notice of the government." 

The discharge of the volunteers who won this 
battle, and the tardiness in sending forward the ten 
provisional regiments intended to replace them, have 
subsequently kept General Wool from the field. 
During this time be has been either at Sa\\.\\Vo ot 
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life of Twiggs — Appointed captain — Affairs in Florida— 
.Hawk war — Battle of Ouithlagoochie — Rank of Twiggs 
Worth — Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma — Twiggs ap- 
"fonted governor of Matamoras — Cerro Gordo. 

\ At the increase of the regular army, which enabled 
Taylor to lay aside bis brevets for a full commis- 
of major-general, the president was authorized to 
two other general officers, with the rank of briga- 
nd one of these commissions was conferred on 
D. E. Twiggs, of the 2d dragoons. Authentic 
Mbrmation derived from the family, tells us that Gene- 
I* Twiggs is the fifth son of General John Twiggs, of 
'icrolutionary memory, whose services in the stormy 
of die era, when Georgia hesitated to adopt 
of the other colonies or to remain faith- 
to Great Britain, won him the appellation of the 
Ifjhvior of Georgia." This he merited, for when the 
ffhtakm broke out, he raised at his own expense and 
Njfiapt in service an effective brigade, which rendered 
valuable service to the cause of independence, 
than once in danger of being extinguished in that 

was born at the residence of his 
*d been one of the companions of 

nond county, in the year 1790. 

ras matriculated \n FnxvWvxv Cc\- 
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lege, at Athens, where he remained but a short time, 
having been removed to Augusta to study law in the 
office of Thomas Flournoy, Esq., under the charge of 
whom be completed his legal studies. At this time the 
war of 1812 broke out, and at the instance of his father, 
young Twiggs was appointed a captain of the 3d infan- 
try. Of the old regiment bearing this number, it is 
believed, there now remain in service only two other 
officers. Captain Twiggs was, during the war of 1812- 
13-14-15, stationed on the southeastern frontier of the 
United States, kept, it will be remembered, continually 
on the alert by the British, who had virtual possession of 
Amelia Island, and other of those detached portions of 
Georgia and Florida, operating from which he was able 
to create much alarm, bat e Heeled nothing serious. 

This was a sphere in which not even Bayard could 
win renown or celebrity; but, while there, Captain 
IV ijigs earned a reputation for soldierly bearing and the 
correct and exact performance of his duty, which he 
has in every sphere of his service constantly maintained. 
When peace was made, Captain Twiggs was retained in 
the service, without a diminution of rank ; and, for the 
faithful manner in which he had conducted himself in 
service, received the brevet of major. 

Major Twiggs was next called on to particulate in 
events which were most important in character, and ex- 
ercised great influence over the country, though now 
neglected and* almost forgotten. It will be remembered 
that in 1817 Florida was under the Spanish flag, and, 
in consequence of the long disturbances which had ex- 
in Spain, its defence was confided to a most inade- 
quate garrison. Spanish authority was virtually extinct, 
or existed only to shield the nefarious designs of a num- 
:r of foreign outlaws, the majority of whom were of 
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British extraction, against the United States. The leaders, 
or the most important of them, were two persons, called 
Nichols and Woodbine, who had earned a most unenvi- 
able reputation in the circumstances which rendered 
necessary the invasion of Florida by General Jackson, 
in 1814. Similar outrages continued until 1816, when 
General Jackson, still in command in the south, wrote to 
die Spanish governor, firmly but respectfully requiring 
him to put an end to the outrages then being committed 
Under the command of the unfortunate Ambrister and 
Arbuthnot, against the United States. Nichols, the in- 
stigator of these atrocities, established a fort near St. 
Mark's, on the Apalachicola ; from which such outrages 
were perpetrated, that General Jackson determined to 
destroy it, and sent against it Colonel (since General) D. 
L. Clinch, with a large detachment of regular troops 
and five hundred friendly Creeks, under the celebrated 
chieftain, M'Intosh, who subsequently met so untimely 
a fete. On the approach of the Americans, Nichols and 
Woodbine, after exacting an oath that their confederates 
would not surrender, fled. To supply Colonel Clinch's 
command with munitions of war and provisions, two 
schooners had been sent, under convoy of two gunboats, 
with which Colonel Clinch attacked the fort, and, in a 
short time, destroyed it. 

East Florida was under the command of General 
Gaines, who, on the 15th of November, received from 
the war department orders immediately to remove the 
Indians from a territory ceded by them to the United 
States, at a prior treaty with General Jackson. After 
sending a junior officer to Foultown, to summon the 
chief to visit him, and account for his conduct, the In- 
dian refused, and Major Twiggs was immediately de- 
tached, with two hundred and fifty men, to "bnx\^Vvm 
Vol. II. 9 
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in." The Indians attacked the command, which, how- 
ever, in a severe engagement, totally routed them, after 
having killed and wounded a large number. On thr 
next day, he proceeded to Foultown, to attack them 
in their stronghold. Finding the town, however, de- 
■erti'd, he destroyed it. For his conduct of this expe- 
dition, he was highly complimented by General Gaines. 
The scene of these operations was in the neighborhood 
of Fort Scott, situated on Flint river, near its junction 
with the Chattahoochie, in the present county of Deca- 
tur, in Georgia. General Gaines was at this time at 
Fort Scott, which, being in want of provisions, was 
ordered to be supplied from Mobile. The vessels, with 
the supplies, under Major Muhlenberg, having been de- 
tained by contrary winds and sickness, a command was 
sent to their assistance, under Lieutenant Scott, who 
reached the vessels in safety. On his return, however, 
Hornotlimed, the chief whom Twiggs had defeated, at- 
tacked him at the mouth of Flint river, killing his whole 
party, except six men, who escaped. With Lieutenant 
Scott were many women and children ; one of the for- 
mer of whom was made prisoner. This state of things 
induced the government to order General Gaines to 
attack the Indians, if they appeared in force, even on the 
Spanish side of the line. In obedience to this authority, 
that officer entered Florida, and proceeded towards 
Amelia Island, where a number of Indians, negroes, and 
British outlaws were said to be in force. On the 26th 
of December, 1817, General Jackson was ordered to 
assume command ; and, in case he should consider the 
regular force under General Gaines too small, to call on 
the executives of the neighboring states for troops. 
After having collected his army, on the 10th of March 
he crossed the Flint, and advanced towards the mouth 
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of the Apalachicota. On.the 16th* be arrived at the site 
of the fort destroyed by Colonel Clinch, in the month 
ofJuly,1817. General Jaclown ordered it to be rebuilt, 
and called Fort Gads den, intending to DM it a* a depot 
for provisions expected from New Orleans. About thin 
time, he made an arrangement with the Spanish gover- 
nor, by virtue of which, on the payment of duties, pro- 
visions were allowed to be Bent to Fort Crawford, at the 
head of the Escambia, by the channel commanded by 
Fort Barancas, on the bay of Pensacola. On thia expe- 
dition, Major Twiggs accompanied General Jackson, in 
command of a portion of the 4th infantry ; though, in 
consequence of the system of reports at that day being 
by no means as perfect as at present, it is sometimes 
difficult to find traces of his participation in positive 

After the destruction of the fort at St Mack's, by 
Colonel Clinch, the negroes and refugees had made St. 
Mark's their rendezvous, and thither had been in the 
habit of carrying the trophies they had taken from the 
Americans, and of disposing of their plunder. When 
General Jackson appeared, however, at the head of his 
army, the governor refused to admit them, and they 
threatened to take possession of the fort and town. 
Accordingly, General Jackson determined himself to 
seize it, and on the 7th of March it was occupied by 
Major Twiggs, at the head of three companies of the 7th, 
and one of the 4th infantry. The Spanish garrison made 
no resistance, and it was afterwards sent to Pensacola 
with the authorities. Near this place Alexander Arbutb- 
not was taken and confined. His subsequent fate is well 
known to all. 

On the 9th, General Jackson left St. Mark's and 
marched towards the towns on the Suwannee. Before 
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he had gone one day's march, Mcintosh with ha 
Indians overtook him, together with the volunteers from 
Tennessee. On the 16th he reached the towns, and 
after a feeble resistance, in which eleven Indians were 
killed, routed them. Arbuthnot's schooner was here 
taken, with full evidence of his infamous conduct, and 
also Robert C. Ambrister, his confederate. The Indians 
being now apparently entirely subdued, the Georgia 
troops and Mcintosh's Indians were discharged, anil 
General Jackson returned to St. Mark's with the rest of 
the army. He arrived there on the 25th instant. He 
immediately convened a court, of which General Gainea 
was the president, before which Arbuthnot and Ambrislei 
were arraigned. Being found guilty of a variety of 
charges, the first was hung and the latter shot on the 29th 
of April. Of these occurrences, which created so much 
excitement, not only in America, but in England and 
Spain, Major Twiggs was a spectator, and was led to 
approve always, in the fullest sense, of Genera! Jack- 
son's course. He participated in all the final scenes of 
that campaign which resulted in the capture and military 
occupation of all Florida. It is not a little remarka- 
ble that Major Twiggs should have captured St. Mark's, 
the first town taken from Spain, and subsequently become 
a colonel, the town of Point Isabel, the first fruits of 
the Mexican war. 

After having been promoted to the lieutenant- 
colonelcy of the 4th infantry, Colonel Twiggs par- 
ticipated in the brief campaign of the Black Hawk 
war, and commanded under General Scott the troops 
on board the steamboat Henry Clay, when the cholera 
broke out in the army. During that fearful scene, 
Colonel Twiggs acted so as to win the admiration of 
all, and took the responsibility of landing his command 
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near Fort Gratiot, on the lower end of Lake Huron. 
How fearfiilly the troops suffered there js best conveyed 
by the simple statement that they disappeared. A great 
number died of the disease, and the rest deserted and 
perished in the wilderness, where the wolves devoured 
their bodies. The last to leave the boat was Colonel 
Twiggs. 

Always a favorite of General Jackson, he was 
assigned by him to the command of Augusta arsenal, 
in the days of nullification, and when that crisis passed 
was stationed with his regiment at New Orleans. 

When the Florida war broke out, Colonel Twiggs 
accompanied General Gaines to the battle-ground of 
Dade, and at the battle of the Withlagoochie was 
second in command. On the 8th of June, 1836, he 
was appointed to the command of the 2d regiment of 
dragoons, and almost before its organization was com- 
plete he was ordered to Florida. The character of the 
war was then changed, and the system of dotting the 
territory with small posts completely put an end to all 
offensive operations ; and when Colonel Worth, Colonel 
Twiggs's junior, assumed command there, Colonel 
Twiggs was of course relieved. Domestic troubles 
incident to the illness of members of his family, kept 
him long on furlough. 

At the breaking out of the Mexican war, Colonel 
Twiggs was ordered with the squadrons commanded by 
Captains Ker and May to join General Taylor, with 
whom he was encamped at Corpus Christi in Texas, 
and with whom he marched across the Neuces to the 
north bank of the Rio Grande. This was the first 
occasion on which for a number of years three officers 
of as high rank as colonel had served together without 
a common superior; and, with the confusion \>to&v\££&\x\ 
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army rank by the odious brevet system, the circum- 
stance could not but lead to difficulty. In this army, 
rank according to commission stood thus : 

Geoenl Taylor, Colonel 3th infantry, April 4, 1833. 
Colonel Twigp, Colonel 2d dragoons, June 8, 1836. 
General Worth, Colonel Sih inflratry, July 7, 1638, 

The last general, however, had received a brevet 
for gallantry in Florida, dated March 1, 1S42 ; which, 
if brevet rank gave command, altered their precedence, 
by postponing Colonel Twiggs's to Worth, nearly six 
years his junior. This Colonel Twiggs would not 
hear of. He knew himself to be colonel of a regiment 
of horse, and that General Worth, after all said, was 
but a colonel, with rank junior to his, and claimed 
command whenever General Taylor was absent. Ge- 
neral Worth also was disposed to sustain his brevet, 
and between the two much friendly discussion ensued. , 
It at last became necessary for the commanding general 
himself to interfere, and Colonel Twiggs was main- 
tained in his pretensions to command. Following the 
example of his model, General Scott, on a similar 
occasion, Worth immediately tendered his resignation, 
and was permitted to set out at once for Washington. 
He arrived but a few days before the whole nation 
was aroused by the news of the battles of Palo Alto 
and La Resaca, and of the advance of General Taylor 
on Matamoras. Worth had left the army at a time 
when it seemed by no means improbable that actual 
war would long be delayed ; but now, when he heard 
that blood had actually been shed, he returned to it 
to do subsequently good service. 

Colonel Twiggs remained with the army, and On the 
25th of March was ordered Vj Geraval Taylor to take 



possedBioB of Point Isabel, held by the Mexican Qetoe* 
ml Garcife -with about two hundred and fifty infantry 
ii8 artery scftfiers. This, wifa a bloodless ■achieve- 
ment, the Mexicans merely destroying the houses iud : 
public pfdperty, and flying when Colonel Twiggs, 
it the h&td df about two hundred and twenty-fite 
dragoons, entered the town. This capture wb* impoN 
faftt, a* it enabled General Taylor to establish his depot 
iritfim the ifazos de Santiago, without being compelled to 
rttecte hi* supplies by 1fray of the circuitous find <fif&- 
etdt navigation of the Rio Grande. It was immediately 
made m port of great strength, and with a suitable 
garrison became the port of entry into Mexico ; it 
is not improbable, that within the hot two years, more 
v e ss el s hare entered it than have sailed into all the other 
ports of the Mexican republic. 

Colonel Twiggs immediately afterwards joined Gen- 
eral Taylor, and marched with him in his perilous' 
undertaking, to and from Fort Brown and Point Isabel. 

At the battle of Palo Alto, the right wing of the 
army was commanded by Colonel Twiggs, and he 
commanded Mcintosh's (5th infantry), Allen's (4th 
infantry), Morris's (3d infantry), Churchhill's eighteen- 
pound guns, and part of Garland's command. This 
battle has already been referred to, and the part each 
officer played in it is so linked with the distinction 
earned by all, that it is impossible here to separate 
them, and useless to repeat the whole story. Similar 
was his conduct at La Resaca ; and General Taylor, for 
his participation in, and services at both of these 
occasions, compliments him most highly. After being 
placed by General Taylor in charge of the arrange- 
ments for the exchange of prisoners, General Twiggs 
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took command of the advance of the force which 
entered Matamoras. 

Of this place be was appointed military governor; 
and if we believe the history of his predecessor, and 
of the distinct positive justice of his administration, the 
people at Matamoras must have esteemed the new judge 
a special benediction. 

He immediately placed the whole city under the 
strictest discipline, enforced order, instituted a search 
after secreted arms, in the course of which he made 
many valuable discoveries, and converted Matamoras, 
which is said previously to have been one scene of out- 
rage, into a quit ; orderly town. Here he remained 
until General Taylor commenced his advance towards 
Monterey. His valuable services, during a long mili- 
tary career, had in the meantime pointed him out as one 
of the persons on whom one of the promotions authorized 
by Congresss hould be conferred. On that occasion, he 
commanded a division in front of the town, and, as has 
been already described, did good service there. He not 
only effected all he had been ordered to do, a diversion, 
but carried the works and held possession of them until 
the next day, when he was relieved by General Quitman. 
On the third day of the fight, with his veteran division, 
he penetrated far into the streets of Monterey, almost to 
the main plaza, and contributed in a great degree to the 
capture of the city. 

General Taylor complimented him for his participa- 
tion in the glories of the day, and for the valuable ser- 
services rendered when second in command, which he 
became immediately on General Butler leaving the field. 

After the surrender of Monterey, in consequence of 
the success he had in pacifying Matamoras, General 
Twiggs was ordered to occupy it with his division, 
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and did so until recalled by General Scott to participate 
in the attack on Vera Cruz. He then commanded with 
distinction, satisfied General Scott, and had the proud 
satisfaction of seeing a detachment of his old regiment, 
the 2d dragoons, which he had trained to victory, defeat 
and cut to pieces a Mexican cavalry force five times as 



When Vera Cruz surrendered, and General Scott 
commenced his advance towards the capital, General 
Twiggs's division was made the van of the whole army, 
preceding by several days the other divisions of Pat- 
terson and Worth. . On the 17th of April, the army 
reached the pass of Cerro Gordo, even in the days of 
the Mexican revolution reputed impregnable, and more 
than once maintained by guerillas against numerous 
Spanish forces. This pass was now held by Santa Anna, 
at the head of twenty thousand men. After a careful 
reconnoissance, General Scott decided on the plan of 
battle, and assigned the most prominent post to General 
Twiggs, in the famous General Order 111, dated Plan 
del Rio, April 17th, 1847. In this order General 
Twiggs was directed to turn the enemy's left, and occupy 
the national road in his rear, so as to cut off all retreat. 
In case of a sudden attack, it was ordered to be rein- 
forced by a portion of the volunteer brigade of General 
Shields. After the enemy should be routed, General 
Twiggs was ordered to pursue towards Jalapa, All 
this was done ; and thus General Scott, in his communi- 
cation of the next day, speaks of it : 

" In this hurried and imperfect report, I must not omit 
to say that Brigadier-General Twiggs, in passing the 
mountain range beyond Cerro Cordo, crowned with the 
tower, detached from his division, as I suggested before, 
rong force to carry that height, which commandM 
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the Jalapa road at the foot, and could notfift^ 
to cut off the whole, or any part of the enaBp 
from a retreat in any direction. A pofDOB a* 
artillery, under the often distinguished Brerrt 
Childs, the :3d infantry, under Captain AkmteJ 
7th infantry, under Lieutenant-Colond PIy«f** r 
the rifles, under Major Loring, all under the 
command of Colonel Harney, 2d dragooos^diinj( 
confinement to his bed of Brevet Brij 
P. F. Smith, composed that detachment. The 
execution, which I had the pleasure to 
most brilliant and decisive. The brigade ascenw 
long and difficult slope of Cerro Gordo, without 
and under the tremendous fire of artillery and 
with the utmost steadiness, reached the 
drove the enemy from them, planted the colors* , 
1st artillery, 3d and 7th infantry — the enemy'ilf 
still flying — and after some minutes of sharp Wfr 
finished the conquest with the bayonet." 

General Twiggs has subsequently participated »■ 
the achievements of the operations in front of Mco* 
He is yet in command of his division. 



CHAPTER XV. 

t 

KEARNEY. 

f of Kearney — War of 1812 — Anecdote — Services in 
mat — Expedition against Santa Fe — California — Battle 
fttifornia — Colonel Fremont. 

? the same time that General Twiggs was nomina- 

• the senate, Stephen Watts Kearney was ap- 
fd a brigadier-general. To him this rank has 

no new reputation, but only made more conspi- 
a merit which won the admiration of the whole 
in every grade he had previously held. It has 
the misfortune of the army, that its best men have 
for a series of years buried in the wilderness, and 
laterials for a biography of some of its most impor- 
lembers are difficult to be had. This is peculiarly 
se with General Kearney, who, however, has made 
impresses on the history of the military transac- 
rf the country too deep to be effaced, even by the 
:t to which all not born in the purple are liable, 
jphen Watts Kearney, when the war with Great 
1 in 1812 occurred, was in his eighteenth year, 
student at that venerable university at Princeton, 
Jersey, which has around it more than one recol- 
l to excite the imagination of the youthful. His 

• was one of high respectability, connected with 
fatts, De Peysters, &c, of New York, and had 
been established at Newark, New Jersey, where 
bject of this memoir was born. His birth-place is 
n possession of a kinsman of his own name. 

le story runs, that his relations, from the idea thai 
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youth disqualified him from buffeting 
lions and withstanding the hardships 
on the Canada line, wished him to 
college ; but with that fixedness of 
characterized him through life, he mat 
enter the service, and exhibited such 
friends ultimately consented and pro< 
pointment of first lieutenant in the 13t 
fantry, then about to be sent to the 
The captain of the company to which 
was the present very distinguished ' 
Wool, recently celebrated for his sei 
and as inspect or- general of the army, It 
of its best disciplinarians. 

In that army Kearney met a cons 
men, each of whom has written his nai 
on the record of subsequent events. 
sufficient to name the present General 
Fenwick, deceased, General Worth, 
known at that time because they wer 
The army was then emphatically the h 
ted gentlemen of the country, who, I 
couraged by the surrender of Hull, 
the service to wipe Dut th e J isgrace e 
the country. This intention tbey ably 
by the devotion and valor they evin< 
second to none which ever existed, , 
selves mto an example, which, if the si 
of our naUonal anna have equalled 
passed. ' 

ft has been aptly said of ^ p 
-ant as were the rewards held forth * 
^rshals and generals, aorae a ' 
WWW not ^frequently rest o„ , 
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This, however, was not the case in our army, small as 
it was, for in the reports of no other service do we find 
such chary mention of subordinates. For this reason 
was it, that though young Kearney bore among the offi- 
cers of the whole army the reputation of a brave soldier, 
and had performed feats of daring which would have 
won him high honors and rapid promotion from any other 
government, at the end of the war he had advanced but 
one grade, being still in his old regiment as a captain. 

He had, however, distinguished himself, having been 
a participator in the gallant charge of Wool on the 
British battery at Queenstown, and one of the officers 
surrendered with Scott, when a colonel, after that gallant 
but unsuccessful affair. Being soon after exchanged, he 
served through the war with much distinction. 

Subsequently, during the mutual chase of the English 
naval commander, Sir James Yeo, and Commodore 
Chauncey, around Lake Erie, the latter refused to ac- 
cept a challenge to fight his adversary, because he had 
no marines, while with these forces the English com- 
mander was supplied. Captain Kearney was then sta- 
tioned at Sackett's Harbor, where the American squad- 
ron was, and volunteered to act on board the American 
vessels with his company. A gallant captain, Romain, 
of the artillery, also joined in this offer, which, however, 
the American commander did not accept. 

As previously stated, it is most difficult to trace a 
junior officer through the mazes of military service, 
unless he be made conspicuous by a staff appointment ; 
and perhaps it is not desirable that we should. The 
best, in fact, that can be said of one of this grade is, 
that he did bis duty and obeyed orders, followed in the 
rear of his company, like a good soldier, and was always 
willing and ready, in case of emergency, to replace his 
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captain. Subaltern officers are placed in a most limited 
sphere. Their good qualities make no noise out of the 
regiment, while their errors and blunders are trumpeted 
far and wide. We, therefore, bear no more of Kearney 
than of other meritorious men who have since won high 
reputation. 

The reductiona both of 1815 and 1821 left Kearney 
in possession of his rank, though in another regiment. 
He bad been transferred to the western department, and 
served at ever)' post on the frontier-from Fort Snefling 
to Fort Towson, the last of which was established by 
him. He, as a major, with the 6th infantry, accom- 
panied General Atkinsoo in the expedition made in 
1824 to the Upper Missouri, and was subsequently 
stationed for a long time at Jefferson Barracks, near 
St. Louis. While there, he was married to his wife, 
a Miss Radford, step-daughter of General Clarke, 
long superintendent of Indian affairs, and companion 
of Lewis in his perilous expedition to and from the 
Pacific Ocean. This was previous to the establishment 
of Fort Towson. 

During this time he was an intense student, and ac- 
quired the reputation of being one of the most rigid dis- 
ciplinarians and best tacticians in the service. He had 
borne, from his entry into the service, the reputation of 
being one of the coolest and calmest men imaginable, 
whom nothing could discompose. Nothing can more 
fully illustrate this quality, than the following anecdote: 

While stationed at Jefferson Barracks, General Kear- 
ney was drilling a brigade on one of the open fields near 
that post. The manoeuvre was the simple exercise of 
marching in line to the front. An admirable horseman, 
he sat with his face towards the troops, while the horse 
he rode, perfectly trained, was backed in the same direc- 
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tion, along which the command marched. At once the 
animal fell, fastening the rider to the ground by his 
whole weight. His brigade had been drilled to 
such a state of insensibility, that not one of them 
came to his assistance, nor was it necessary. The 
line had advanced to within about ten feet of him, 
when in a loud distinct voice, calmly as if he had been 
in the saddle under no unusual circumstance, Gen- 
eral Kearney gave the command, " Fourth company 
obstacle — mabch." The fourth company, which was 
immediately in front of him, was flanked by ils captain 
in the rear of the other half of the grand division. The 
line passed on, and when he was thus left in rear of his 
men, he gave the command, " Fourth company into line 
— mabch." He was not seriously injured, extricated 
himself from his horse, mounted again, passed to the front 
of the regimentj'and executed the next manoeuvre in the 
series he had marked out for the day's drill. No man 
in the army has given rise to or become the subject of 
so many anecdotes, many of which, though half mythic, 
are characteristic* 

Soon' afterwards promoted to a lieutenant-colonelcy 
in the 1st regiment of dragoons, on the organiza- 
tion of that regiment in 1833, Colonel Kearney was 
charged with its discipline. The commander, General 
Dodge, subsequently governor of the territory from 
which were formed the states of Iowa and Wiscon- 
sin, though a very brave man and the possessor of 
many laurels won in the wars of the west, was ignorant 
of all drill and of the routine of service and discipline, 

" A toast m relation io the Prince Regent, said to have been 
given by an American officer at Quebec, previously referred to, is 
tometimes attributed to General Kearney, and aornetiinei to Ihe 
late Major Lomai. It ii characteristic of both officers. 



rl 
134 GENERAL OFFICERS. KEARKET- 

absolutely necessary for any one charged wilh the form* 
lion of a new corps. , ,:„„ 

This was an onerous duty J for since the wj» 
there bad been no cavalry in the army except the 
regiments which existed during the war, in th * c ° urS V 
which, only on one occasion was horse embodie d J" 5 P 
of a line of battle. The rangers, which did such go* 
service in the northwest, were, in fact, mounted intanirj, 
the horse not being used in acdon, but only tor wr 
purpose of overcoming distance. Of this character were 
also Colonel Johnson's mounted gunmen, which ma 
the anomalous but successful charge at the * ha "i .' 
when the enemy were routed, not by the physical effici- 
ency of the troops, but by the moral force of a thousan 
men charging at speed. . 

The art of war had so materially changed that the 
old light-horse tactics of the revolution were superseded, 
and the book put forth by the mixed commission of 
army and militia officers, of which General Scott was 
president, was intended for militia exclusively. A 
system of tactics was not only, therefore, to be made by 
General Kearney, but men and officers were to be trained 
'" the new arm. How admirably this duty was dis- 
charged, is proved by the behavior of the two dragoon 
regiments in the Mexican war, and the mounted rifles, 
formed almost out of his regiments, having been com- 
manded by Major Sumner at Cerro Gordo, promote! 
from (he 1st dragoons, and containing more than on 
other officer of the same regiment. From the youn 
officers who grew up under the eye of Colonel Kearne; 
" « believed, more members of the staff have bet 
selected than from any other corps ; and several yea 
■T' ,n 1838 > when hostilities with Mexico seem. 
m,nen, > General G a i nes , who cer tainly fenew what 
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soldier was, published an order in which he spoke of the 
1st dragoons as "the best troops I ever saw." This 
came appropriately from a man who had beaten back 
repeated assaults of the British 89th. 

In 1834, Colonel Kearney participated in the disas- 
trous expedition of General Leavenworth to the Pawnee 
Peaks, and, after the death of that officer, returned with 
the rest of his force, which consisted of the 1st dragoons 
and 3d infantry, to Fort Gibson. From this post, with 
four companies, he was ordered to march across ;he 
states of Arkansas and Missouri to the mouth of the 
Des Moines, where he almost entirely constructed the fort 
of the same name, with the labor of his troops. 

The circumstances of this affair deserve particular 
reference. There is not the slightest doubt that men 
enlisted as soldiers may legally be required to labor at 
military works, when workmen cannot be otherwise ob- 
tained. It is not so clear, however, that the govern- 
ment has a rigtit to transform soldiers into house-joiners, 
when a dense population near at hand is anxious to be 
employed. The order from the department, however, 
required that the fort should be so constructed, and 
Colonel Kearney obeyed in spite of the murmurs and 
discontent of the enlisted men of the squadrons he com- 
manded, at what they thought an oppressive violation 
of the terms of their contract of enlistment. Large addi- 
tions in 1837 and 1838, were made by similar means, to 
the works and quarters at Fort Leavenworth. 

In 1835 and 1836, parts of the 1st dragoons under 
the orders of Colonel Kearney, made long marches to the 
head of the Mississippi, and to the Rocky Mountains, 
Iu lite course of these expeditions he did much good by 
impressing on the Indians of the remote tribes a due 
idea of the power of the government He also acquired 
Vol. 11 JO 



138 CEXUAL OFFICE**. XXAUTEY. 

n great personal influence over them, so thai by the 
Osage, Kansas, and other tribes speaking dialects of (be 
same radical tongue, and there are many such, he ai 
called Shonga Kahega Mahrtonga, " The horse-chief of 
the long knives." 

On the 4th of July, 1836, by the resignation of Colo- 
ni/1 Dodge, he became colonel of the 1st dragoons, and 
established his head-quarters at Fort Leavenworth, where 
he made his regiment, or that part of it which he com- 
manded directly, second to no troops in the world. The 
following years were unmarked by anything of note, 
except difficulties between the Osage Indians and the 
whites, near the Marais des Cignes, a tributary of the 
Osage river, quelled without bloodshed, by means of 
his influence over both parties. 

In the summer of 1839, when the unfortunate Elias 
Boudinot and the Ridges, chiefs of the Cherokees, were 
killed by their own tribe, a frontier war was anticipated ; 
and Colonel Kearney was ordered with his regiment to 
Fort Wayne. Then, for the first time, he had under bis 
command a full regiment of ten companies, a larger 
force, it is believed, of regular horse, than had before 
been collected in the United States.' The Cherokee 
troubles were partially appeased, and he returned to his 
original post. While there, however, he did much ser- 
vice by persuading the government to abandon the 
unhealthy post of Fort Wayne, which was become 
almost a burymg-place, and seemed to have been esta- 
blished, so useless was it, for no purpose but to pander 
to the vanity of another officer, by allowing him a sepa- 

• On this expedition, the quartermaster's department being unable 
to supply him *f the time with the necessary funds, Colonel Kear- 
ney "seil hii own private resources for the purpose of procurinj 
supplies or all kinds for his command. 
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rate command, double rations, and freedom from con- 
trol 

Colonel Kearney subsequently made many long 
inarches, and acquired for the government a fund of 
uformation daily becoming more valuable, and certainly 
lot second to those services which won for another 
officer a promotion from a lieutenancy in the line to a 
ieutenant-colonelcy.* 

When the war with Mexico began, the government 
>f the United States determined on an expedition 
igainst Santa Fe, the direction of which was assigned 
x> Colonel Kearney. The troops prepared for this 
szpedition were exclusively Missouri volunteers, with 
&e exception of a portion of his own regiment. 

It was a hazardous experiment to conduct over the 
prairie, a great portion of which was ill supplied with 
wood and water, a force ill disciplined, to be prepared 
mi the march to attack a densely populated region. 
Though the prairies had been frequently crossed by 
caravans, it was far more difficult to subsist an army 
than a few score of western riflemen, who from the chase 
could provide for themselves. This could not of course 
be done by an army. 

Colonel Kearney left Fort Leavenworth on about the 
last of June, 1846, at the head of the troops collected for 
his expedition. He was subsequently followed by 
another regiment of Missouri volunteers, and a Mormon 
battalion, commanded by a captain of the army, with 
the temporary rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

On the 30th of June, the rank of Brigadier-General 
was conferred on Colonel Kearney, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate. 

• Lieutenant-Colonel Fremont, promoted from a first lieutenancy 
of the topographical corps. 
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Other troops were sent on, which made the 
force under his command about thirty-five hundred ma 

With this force, on the 1st of August he readied 
Santa Fe, which he occupied without difficulty, having 
accomplished a march of one thousand miles, without 
loss, in thirty-lour days. 

On his approach, General Annijo, commander of 
New Mexico, who had assembled and commanded it 
that very time four thousand men, marched to a defile 
which lie hud made arrangements to defend ; but after! 
council of war dispersed his forces, and with a 
dragoons fled to Chihuahua. On the 18th of August, 
tin' national Aug was hoisted for the first time, andi 
national salute was tired. At that moment, the general 
was proclaiming the conquest; when the first gun was 
fired, be said, "There, my guns proclaim that the Sagof 
i In I i hi i 'it States waves over this capital." In obedience 
to uist i unions from the government, he claimed tic 
whole territory as a conquest of the United States, 
without any reference to the course of the Rio Grande. 
After mi expedition southward, for the purpose ot 
pacirying the whole country, and extending over it the 
authority of the United States, General Kearney left 
Santa Fe lor California, with about half his force; but 
when he had proceeded about one hundred and seventy- 
five miles, he received information that California had 
already been taken possession of by the naval forces of 
the I nited States, and thai it was perfectly quiet. 

On the reception of this news, General Kearney 
determined to dispense with the services of a portioa 
of his force, taking only so many men as were deemed 
IteOMsKj tor an escort. He therefore selected 
hundred sMO lor this purpose, and ordered the remainder 
back It) Santa Fe. He was accompanied by Captains 
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Johnson, Turner, and Moore, Lieutenants Hammond 
and Love, and Lieutenant Emory of the topographical 
engineers. With this command he recommenced his 
expedition — taking with him, as guides, three of the 
persons who had formed a part of the express company 
which had brought the news of the capture of Cali- 
fornia. 

The troops he thus sent back were sufficient in num- 
ber to enable Colonel Doniphan to effect his brilliant 
march from Santa Fe to the head-quarters of General 
Taylor, a distance of twelve hundred miles, through an 
enemy's country, without supplies, and constantly in the 
presence of the enemy. It enabled Doniphan to win 
the battle of the Brazito and consolidate the conquests 
of the United Slates, — a larger extent of country, it is 
believed, than ever changed its flag in the same short 
space of time. 

After the departure of Colonel Kearney, the people 
of New Mexico showed some restiveness, and an insur- 
rection occurred, soon suppressed and altogether unim- 
portant, except that in the course of it, Captain John 
Henry King Burgwin, of the 1st dragoons, one of the 
most promising young officers of the army and accom- 
plished gentlemen of the country, fell at Taos. Captain 
Burgwin was killed on the 30th of January, 1847. 

The march of General Kearney across the great 
barrens of the west was difficult, but accompanied with- 
out any event, until on the 19th of June, 1847, he 
arrived at the month of the Rio Gila, where from a 
parly of Californians he learned that a counter-revolu- 
tion had taken place, and that the Americans had been 
expelled from Puebla de Ins Angelos ; that Commodore 
Stockton had taken San Diego, though the people of the 




Ob tW 2d of Dmaber, 1846, General Kenan 
armed at Warner's raneno, the extreme eastward srV 

tof Catena. He 
gence of tie Bat* of afiairs on the sea-board, all cocrtn- 
iogwfaatwwIoUniaiaBlbcColondo. He tarther leanwd 
that Andres Pico, an aebre leader in the rerohdioB, had 
one bn adred aad twenty well mounted men in the 
neighborhood, stationed in the riemky of the roads kad- 
i San Diego ; so that an encounter seeming 
was determined by General Kearney to 
■Mid him. 

Marching farther on, he ascertained, on the night of 
the 5th of December, that this party was encamped lea 
miles beyond, at the Indian village of San Pascual, 
which was on the road to San Diego. On the morning 
of the 6th, the enemy, having heard of his approach, 
were drawn up at this place, and as the dragoons ad- 
vanced and charged on them, they fired and retreated 
about half a mile, then rallying suddenly, they fouglit 
with their lances, surrounding the foremost of the men 
who were pursuing them, many of whom they killed. 
After a desperate and hand-to-hand fight, they were 
fairly driven from the field. The American loss in this 
action was very severe. Three officers, Captains John- 
son and Moore, and Lieutenant Hammond, and sixteen 
men were killed and fourteen wounded, including Gen- 
eral Kearney and seven officers. The loss on their side 
is not known with any certainty, though there is no 
doubt it was much less than that of the Americans, who 
fought at a great disadvantage, being poorly mounted 
on broken-down mules, while the enemy, having 
superb horses, and being the most skilful riders in tbe 
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world, made deadly charges with the lance. It was 
with this weapon that all the dragoons were wounded, 
with one exception ; Captain Johnson having been shot 
through the head. 

General Kearney exposed himself very much in this 
action. He was wounded severely with a lance, and 
would no doubt have been killed but for the timely aid 
of Lieutenant Emory, of the topographical corps, who 
gallantly rode up to the rescue, and shot with his pistol 
the man who was about to make another deadly thrust 
at his commander. 

The mournful duty of burying the dead, and the 
attention required to the wounded, caused such a delay 
that tbe march was not resumed from the battle-ground 
until the next day. Being much incumbered with the 
packs and the wounded men, who were carried along 
with much difficulty, the progress was very slow ; and 
as the enemy were evidently watching the American 
movements closely from the hills around, where a few of 
them were seen, and were no doubt waiting for a good 
opportunity to take advantage of the crippled condition 
of General Kearney's force, he had to advance with 
extreme caution. While moving slowly along, after 
having made but nine miles, the enemy suddenly ap- 
peared, charging at a furious pace from the rear. The 
Americans immediately drew up to receive them, when 
they as suddenly wheeled off and made for a rocky hill 
near by, with the intention of firing down into his com- 
mand. General Kearney seeing this movement, deter- 
mined to occupy the hill ; and, although some forty or fifty 
of the enemy had got up among the rocks and com- 
menced a fire upon him, they fled before a handful of his 
foremost men. He then returned to the plain, and, 
as it was getting late in the day, encamped on the snot. 
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This was 3d exciUag skirmish, in which none, however, 
were wounded, though the bullets Hew thick and fist. 
The enemy had one or two wounded, and lost seven! 
horses. 

It was now evident that Pico intended to harass the 
American troops by making an attack in every pass 
that afforded him an advantage. He was enabled by 
bis superior horses to occupy them before General 
Kearney ; and as his wounded men were suffering 
verelj and required rest, and this position was a strong 
one, Kearney determined to hold it untd be should 
receive a reinforcement from Commodore Stockton, to 
whom an express had been sent by a trusty Indian. He 
remained there four days, and was closely surrounds! 
by the enemy, who had received an addition to their 
forces, and now numbered over two hundred men, so 
that he could procure no provisions, and had to subsist 
entirely on mule-flesh. Seventy-five marines and one 
hundred seamen, under command of Captain Zeiltn, of 
the marine corps, came from the ships Congress and 
Portsmouth to his assistance ; and with this efficient 
force he marched into San Diego without molestation. 
The distance was thirty miles, and was marched in two 
days without difficulty. 

General Kearney arrived at San Diego on the 12tli 
of December. Having ascertained that General Flores 
was at the Puebia de los Angelos, with seven hundred 
men, and prepared to make a strong defence, General 
Kearney and Commodore Stockton immediately com- 
menced to organize a force to march on that place and 
retake it. Six hundred men, composed of seamen anil 
marines from the Congress, Cyane, and Portsmouth, 
Captain Gillespie's company of California volunteers, 
and the remnant of the United States dragoons, ' 
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iwward with six pieces of artillery. The whole 
force was of course commanded by General Kear- 
The companies of sailors and marines were corn- 
by the officers of the navy and marine corps 
L«d to the squadron, who have throughout this 
ftxnia war been doing active land service. The 
were under Captain Turner and Lieutenant 
Ldson, now the only surviving officers of the squadron 
1st dragoons, which came through with General 
Ley. Lieutenant Emory, of the topographical engi- 
who rendered most efficient military service 
tout the expedition, was made adjutant-general to 
army. 

-After having had two skirmishes with the enemy, on 

8th of January General Kearney met a mounted 

k Qe of Mexicans, six hundred strong, with four guns, 

imanded by their governor, Flores. With the 

Promptness characteristic of him, General Kearney im- 

^ Mediately drew up his men, covering his front with a 

- Strong party of skirmishers, placing the wagon and bag- 

- . «age train in the rear of them, and protecting the flanks 

- : $nd rear with the remainder of the command. He then 

*r proceeded, forded the river, carried the heights and drove 

the enemy from them, after an action of about an hour 

i and a half, during which they made a charge upon his 

^ left flank, which was repulsed; soon after this they 

^ retreated and left him in possession of the field, on which 

he encamped that night. 

The next day (9th of January) he proceeded on 
his march at the usual hour, the enemy in his front and 
on his flanks. When he reached the plains of the Mesa, 
their artillery again opened upon him, and the fire 
was returned by his guns as he adv kl tar hover- 

ing around and near him for ah occa- 
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sionally skirmishing with him daring that tone, faj 
concentrated their force and made another charge oak* 
Irfl flunk, which was quickly repulsed. Shortly afar 
this they retired, he continuing his march, and in fte 
afternoon encamping on the banks of the Mesa, th ree a nT a 
below the city l)e los Angelos, which he entered on the 
following morning (January 10th), without farther mo- 

]■".', l!l. 'II. 

The American loss in the actions of the 8th and 9th 
was small, being hut one private killed, and two officers, 
Lieutenant Rowan, of the navy, and Captain Gillespie, 
of the volunteers, and eleven privates, wounded. The 
enemy, mounted on fine horses, and being superior riders, 
carried oil" their killed and wounded. The number of 
them is unknown, though it must have been consi- 
derable. 

At this affair Captain Stockton was present, though 
according to his own letter, General Kearney had the 
military conduct of the affair. In spite of this, an 
account was published, attributing all the credit to 
Commodore Stockton. Colonel Kearney's long service 
is a voucher for all that he states, and the above account 
is taken nearly vernation from his despatches. All the 
credit "I" the battle before San Angelos, is due to Gene- 
ral Kearney. 

Subsequently, when General Kearney and Commodore 
Stockton next met, the former produced his commission 
as commander of the country and civil governor, under 
the sign manual of the president. The latter disputed 
I he authority of this commission, on the ground that 
I he country was already conquered, and that the com- 
mission was therefore superseded. Facts contra dieted 
ibis, for while within California, General Kearney had 
been attacked by a hostile force, and had lost three 
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sent his recusant junior to the United 
est. 

superior authorities, in the hands of Thorn 
Fremont's fate, will do, remains to be 
ra) Kearney is now in the United Stales, 
etent to speak in vindication of lus own 
... needs not the pen of an old subaltern of 

'roe charges preferred rt: Colonel Fremont have 

not as yet been brought b a court-martial. Why 

the custom of the service n this respect been varied 

from, is a matter probably It ■ explained hereafter, as 

the department has yet said n< ling in relation to it. 

* Vida Appendix, 
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CAVALRY AND ARTILLERY. 



The foote soldier, though he be brave, knoweth not the manege of the hone, 
or ean the man-at-armes direct the artillerie. Not even can the chirargeon 
always mete out the true proportions of gunpowder. 

Tmt Pub Exxrcisb— London, 1703. 



CHAPTER I. 

lence of military corps— History of the dragoon service 
ghi dragoons— Nature of their serrioe— Organization of 
<oon regiments — Cavalry tactics — Colonel Clifton— Major 
le— Colonel Thornton— Major Sumner — Colonel Harney 
donel P. F. Smith— Mexican lancers— The lance. 

«r, only as before stated, have officers a rank and 
lence, bat also companies, regiments, brigades, 
ivisions, by which, on occasions of ceremony, their 
lence is regulated. This is understood to refer 
lively to parades, for obviously, the interest of the 
e, and the due performance of duty, will some- 
require that one regiment occupy the post of honor 
ametimes another. The different corps with mili- 
rganization, have been thud arranged : 

1. The light Artillery. 

2. The tight Cavalry. 

3. Other Cavalry. 

4. Artillery. 

5. Infantry of the line. 

6. Riflemen, 

7. Volunteers. 

8. Militia. 

lien that portion of the naval establishment known 
i marine corps, which, however, is altogether mili- 
a its organization, and in the most perfect state of 
dine, serves with the army, which it is contem- 
1 it shall sometimes do, it has rank, immediately 
the riflemen, the officers ranking of course with 
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nd l/te's Irgion, of the revolutionary army, 
i dragoons in fact. At least the identical 
le*, pistols, and carbines they used, were 
.; two dragoon regiments raised daring the 
i. The services of those corps were exalted 
ning from their opponent, the brave and 
ran. Joel Tarleton, the compliment that " they 

were tin. it cavalry in the world ; men and horses both 
were bloodeo.. With tht 1 of horses, they fought 

like tigers."' A similar 1.-1 liment may be paid to 
Tarleton's own corps, the rmv» of whom were American 
royalists, and the services of whom would hare been 
invaluable, had it not been on the wrong side, and con- 
sequently thrown away. 

How well they fought, the long campaign in the 
Jerseys, the southern campaign, and, in fact, all the 
annals of the war, will show. It is believed that after 
the revolutionary war, the cavalry never was entirety 
disbanded until 1816, when every troop was discharged, 
and the officers who had been commissioned in it were 
placed in the regiments of infantry and artillery, which 
were retained. 

The probable reason why the dragoons were dis- 
banded, and no company even retained in service, is the 
fact that during the whole war, they were never used as 
battle-pieces. They rendered valuable services, but in 
unpretending ways; and, except at Sackett's Harbor, 
where they were without horses, won do particular 
praise. 

During the progress of the Black Hawk war, it 
became obvious, that however good infantry might be, 
it was folly to expect that it could, with any probability 
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of success, pursue the mounted sons of the forest. It 
was very true, that if the enemy was not more than 
three to one, the well disciplined foot of the United 
States could whip them ; but that precept of Mrs. 
Glass's cookery-book, which recommends that a hare 
be caught before it be cooked, was also an indispensable 
condition of a victory over the indians. Congress there- 
fore authorized the equipment of a corps of mounted 
rangers, to serve during the war, and which occupied a 
footing similar to that of the ten regiments recently 
raised for service in Mexico, The progress of the war 
made more apparent the necessity of a cavalry corps, 
and on the expiration of the rangers' service a perma- 
nent regiment of dragoons was organized, into which 
were placed many of the officers of the rangers, and 
others selected from the regular serviee, 

A cavalry force cannot be raised in a day, and after 
many difficulties the regiment took the field; after 
marches to the Rocky Mountains, to the head-waters of 
the Mississippi, and the country of the Comanches, it 
was stationed at the two most remote military posts of 
the nation, when, under the command of its brilliant 
colonel, now a brigadier-general of the army, it acquired 
a reputation second to that of no other corps. 

This regiment is of what are called light dragoons, 
being armed with a carbine, sabre, and one pistol, 
and moulded on the muscular, active halt-bred horses 
fjf western Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri; 
it is not too much to say, the best for cavalry pur- 
poses in the world. The equipage is of the simplest 
kind, consisting of a saddle-tree without any padding, 
bolsters, double bridle, cruppers, spurs, and valise. The 
uniform of the men is a blue coatee faced with yellow, 
overalls of sky-blue with yellow stripes, mmV a VmwV 
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ier, 1818. On the reduction of the army in 1821, he 
res retained in the service as a subaltern of the 6th in- 
antry, from which he was promoted on the 4th of 
if arch, 1833, to the senior captaincy of the 1st dra- 
goons. On the resignation of Colonel Dodge, on the 
Lth of July, 1836, he became major, and on the 30th 
>f June, 1846, lieutenant-colonel of this regiment. He 
ins during this time done much duty, having frequently 
•ommanded on long expeditions in the prairie, and at 
lie time of General Leavenworth's march to the Pawnee 
Peaks, was assigned to a separate command and the 
merous duty of escorting the Santa Fe caravan to the 
Mexican eastern line, extending, as then understood, 
across the prairie on this side of the Rio Grande. It is 
believed that since the days of General Pike, he first 
crossed the vast plains between the state of Missouri 
and that river. Colonel Wharton is a native of Penn- 
sylvania, is married, and is about forty-years of age. 

Previous to the last session of congress there was but 
one major in any regiment of the line of the army. A 
law was, however, passed, authorizing an additional one. 
The majors of the 1st dragoons are, therefore, two in 
number. The senior major, Nathan Boone, is one of 
the most noted men of the army, and deserves a particu- 
lar notice. 

Major Nathan Boone is a son of the distinguished 
Daniel Boone, the pioneer of Kentucky, to the portraits 
of whom he bears the most striking resemblance. 

He is now far advanced in life : when the district 
of Kentucky was represented in the legislature of 
Virginia by his father, Major Boone, then a boy ten 
or twelve years of age, accompanied him to Richmond. 
This took place about the year 1794, and consequently 
Major Boone must be more than sixty years of age. 
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He lived in the state of Kentucky until be bad beeone 
grown, and innrried, and tben emigrated to Miwmn 
almost immediately. At tbat time the cession of H&- 
wiuri as a part of Louisiana was incomplete, and yotag 
Boone was one of the first pioneers who crossed ifae 
Mississippi. To tlits circumstance a toast drank at i 
military mess, in 1637, referred, the purport of which 
was, " Daniel Boone, a son of Carolina, the father ot'Ken- 
tucky and grandfather of Missouri.'* This was offered by 
the late much lamented Captain Burgwin, of the 1st 
dragoons, who bad been a subaltern of Major Boone 
while the commandant of H company of the same regi- 
ment. After a short residence in St. Louis, Major 
Boone proceeded to St. Charles county, of which he was 
a citisen when the war against Great Britain was declared. 
Mr was iippointed a captain of mounted rangers on the 
27th of March, 1812, and continued in service until the 
disbandment of that corps after the peace. 

There was something peculiar in the organization of 
this corps, which consisted of ten or more captains and 
twice as many subalterns, without any officers of higher 
grade. Under these circumstances, seniority was the 
only guide, and according to it Captain Boone often 
commanded on many and important expeditions on both 
sides of the Mississippi. For this duty he was well cal- 
culated. In bis nature were united the daring courage 
of the frontier white, and the astuteness of the Indian. 
He understood and could unravel all the finesse of the 
Indian, and when an emergency arose, exhibited his 
Anglo-Saxon origin in the most dogged perseverance. 
With the family passion for the chase, he had made him- 
self familiar with most of the west' ; and even now, in his 
old age, is able to draw charts of countries and districts 
he has not seen for a great many years, with an accuracy 
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surpassing lhat of many who, with al! the paraphernalia 
of the topographer, are able to accomplish less. 

Long and lonely marches in the wilderness and prai- 
rie have taught him lessons unknown to the less observ- 
ing, and his practised eye enables him to discover sub- 
sistance where any other than an Osage or Wichetaw 
would starve, and to follow the footsteps of game and 
his enemy over a wilderness seemingly never before dis- 
turbed by human footsteps. Thus gifted, he was em- 
phatically the man to head such a regiment, and is said 
never, in ail his expeditions, to have made a faux pas. 

After the disbandment of the rangers, Captain Boone 
was employed sometimes as a surveyor, in which capa- 
city he laid off many of the Indian boundaries in the ter- 
ritory north of Missouri, and sometimes as a trapper in 
the vast wilderness vest of that state. " In the meantime 
he had changed his home to a beautiful location in that 
perhaps most picturesque of all parts of the United States, 
the country west of the Ozark mountains, and between 
the Spring river, a branch of the Grand of the Arkansas, 
and the Alarm itoii, the south branch of the Osage. 
There is the present home of his family. 

When the Black Hawk war began, and Dodge raised 
his battalion of mounted rangers, which did such good 
service at the Bad Axe, Captain Boone was again called 
into service, in his old grade, with rank from the 16lh 
of June, 1832. On the expiration of the term of service 
of the rangers, he became the fifth captain of the 1st 
dragoons, a rank he held until June 30th, 1847, when 
he became senior major of the 1st dragoons. While a 
captain, he was ever stationed with the then Colonel Kear- 
ney at Des Moines or Fort Leavenworth. General 
Kearney availed himself of his great woodcraft, and i: 
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nil marches of difficulty was careful to I 
the pioneer captain of the army. 

Ciiptain Boone is better calcnbted to lead a 
i n.-t ru. i . .1 l.i y others, than to mstrae 
1 1<- is n man of iron nerve, childlike simplicity of c 
after, yet at the bottom with strong good sense, snfi- 
in'iii iii enable liim to take care of hk own nsBnaab, 
imi nihri id extend the aid of his advice to his fneaoi 
■ad juniors. Where Captain Boone now is, k is da&- 
•■II li to say. If there be trouble, however, on any part 
of the frontier, he is to he found adjusting k. Be hat 
nut been Kent to Mexico, probably because bis aci ii us 
cannot be dispensed with in the west. In the *e*ti*mr* 
of the Usage difficulties, in 1837, and those which origi- 
nated from tin' death of fioudinot and the Ridges, in 
US.'IS, Major Boone played a prominent part. There 
HI Dthar officers of distinction in the 1st dragoons, 
among whom are Captains Turner and Steen, and junior 
officers, many of whom have earned for themselves dis- 
tinction. 

No regiment of the army has paid so heavy a quota 
to the war with Mexico as has the 1st dragoons. 
tain James Allen died of fever contracted in the pra 
at Santa LY ; and Captains B. I). Moore and Abra 
Robinson Johnston, and Lieutenant T. C. Hammor. 
were killed in General Kearney's fight with the Cali 
nians. Captain J. H. K. Burgwin died in front of h 
squadron in a skirmish near Taos, in New Mexico 
Captain Enoch Steen was severely wounded at But 
Vista. Major Sumner, wounded at Cerro Gordo, i 
but recently promoted to the 2d dragoons, and was i 
reputation completely identified with Uie 1st dragoons. 

The 2d dragoons during the Florida war, 1836, ■ 
organized for service in the south and west. Its org 
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major, who insisted on being up with the advance, 
C a "S e ly enough, though the ball struck him on the 
'he T^ tu ^ an stra 'g nt > '* did little more than break 
s * lr i, and he was not prevented by it from attend- 
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Sn y duty whatever. 



a n Q i Col °ntl of the 2d dragoons, W. S. Harney, is 
''ftui 8 °kUer, having entered the service as a second 
l *»i s nt of the lst iofanlr y. February 13th, 1818. In 
*jij e giment he served many years, and was subse- 
\*^ p v appointed paymaster. When the 2d dragoons 
^a^ organized, the commission of lieutenant-colonel 
Mi Q Co »»erred on Wharton Rector, Esq., of Arkansas, 
***$&. lVas permitted to exchange positions with Pay- 

^tfarney. 

" 'o,.- °'°nei Harney served with distinction through the 

'•ij ." a war, where he contracted a painful disease, 

? t . made absence from service necessary. He passed 

j 'nter of 1839-40 at the Havana, and in the spring 

Pc/ the command. During the summer of that 

fl e /^e-csanne notorious for having executed a party 

b***ol&s taken by him in the Everglades. On the 

S °ut of the Mexican war, Colonel Harney com- 

** "division of General Wool's army, and was, 

- ra ^-^y to his occupation of Monclova, assigned to 

**&-»-» ci of four companies of his own regiment, 

-* * *^ ■-* tentant-colonel, who had seen but little real 

•f^*-^* » at the head of six troops, ordered to join 

^_ ****»eeted against Vera Cruz. This order 

xr * r *^z-y disobeyed, and was arrested and ar- 

— . "*~^f«nre, before a general court martial, which, 

^ _ ; J^ ** *J the facts as stated, inflicted but a nomi- 

= *^*»t. He accordingly joined the army of 

* =» 9nd with him proceeded to Vera. C*us. 
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O. nV &h of March (Mdse "-he ricge of T, 
Cm l Colonel Harney -a. penned b, General Serf- 

■ ■■i I rf 1 tin- rfftir ? ' niq,n i.i. i h— ■■inhilrt 
Major Swacr, and a party of am 
Caatua Ck^wb Kcr T U aBack « kv^e facer a 

ta vairy near the M»I»K»» river. Ob i 
/W« .WbreM, the road to which b fined bye 
he reeooiwxred with cave, hn~— t, previoosly fa 
i( was barricaded aad defended by two tl 

nB ^■•''■l £"j. r L*, 

sixty yards of the bridge, opened a heavy fire on ll 

disnounled skirmishers, several of whom were 1 
and wounded. Seeing the bridge was fortified, and ll 
enemy in force to dispute the passage, Colonel ] 
fell back, and sent a request for two pieces of c 
wjib the aid of which he felt convinced he could t 
liim from (he bridge, and put him to rout. In the m 
lime, Captain Hardee, who was engaged in disembark- 
ing his horses, bearing of the battle, collected all the 
footmen he had on shore, and all he could rind in camp, 
numbering more than forty, and came to the field. 
Colonel Harney was also joined by a company of tie 
1st Tennessee regiment, commanded by Captain Cheat- 
bam, and part of four companies of the 2d Tea 
regiment, under the orders of Colonel Haskell. Soon 
after this, Lieutenant Judd, 3d artillery, arrived with 
two pieces of artillery, and immediately dispositions lor 
an attack were made. Captain Ker, with the dismounted 
dragoons, was placed on the left of the road leading w 
the bridge, the volunteers on the right, while Captain 
Hardee, with Lieutenant Hill, were directed to keep 
near the artillery, to support it, if necessary, and to be 
in readiness to ' ->n the bridge. Major Sumner, 
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ja. the mounted men, was held in reserve. Lieutenant 

J«i 'was directed to move down the road with caution, 

it was circuitous, and the bridge not visible until 

JvLn fifty yards of the fortification. He did so with 

;3,t judgment; but he was no sooner seen than the 

,ol £ *" e °f the Mexicans was concentrated on his party. 

,ping to divert their fire, Colonel Harney ordered the 

lunteers to commence firing on the right, and Captain 

ajdee to extend his men to the left and fire also ; 

untenant Judd, nothing daunted, opened upon the 

rt i|jcation, and after six or eight well directed rounds, 

e beads of the enemy were no longer seen above the 

ir apet- At this moment a charge was made upon the 

.-jge ; and the volunteers, headed by Colonel Haskell 

.J Captain Cheatham, and the dragoons under Captain 

ar Jee, rushed upon it with fearless intrepidity. The 

rtification opposed no obstacle. It was immediately 

ten i ^ at ky ln ' s t* me t^ 6 enemy had fallen back and 

formed beyond the bridge. Colonel Harney then 

ered the American troops to leave the bridge, and 

f P Jtfajor Sumner's command, which came up in 

it &ty'l e » an< ^ charged upon the enemy. On his 

h tfae ibotmen fled into the woods, but the lancers 

j. and completely routed. Lieutenant Lowry 

. i\ith three men, pursued a party of about 

^g&r ~ Vi ^ w turned off in a byroad, and all but 

•gj^^jr sabred or dismounted. Major Sumner 

-e " iia _^»fc Sibley, at the head of the first set of 

^-^■x~al personal encounters with the enemy, 

^-very instance, either killed or dismounted. 

^p^^£t^ continued to the village of Made lina, 

t_fae bridge, from which another party of 

retreating; and Lieutenant Nei 
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liant service, independent of the great result which soon 
followed." 

An officer who fought at Cerro Cordo, thus describes 
Colonel Harney's participation in this affair : 

" The storming and capture of the strong works on 
Cerro Cordo, by the brigade under Colonel Harney, 
may be looked upon as one of the most brilliant achieve- 
ments of the Mexican war — the fate of the battle turned 
upon it, and here the enemy had placed an overwhelm- 
ing force of his best troops. The hill was steep and 
naturally difficult of ascent ; but independent of this, 
the ground was covered with loose, craggy rocks, an 
undergrowth of tangled chapparal, besides many small 
trees, the tops of which were cut off some four or five 
feet from the ground, and turned down the hill to impede 
the progress of the stormers. To climb the height at 
all, even without arms of any kind, would he an under- 
taking that few would care to attempt; what then 
must it have been to men incumbered with muskets and 
cartridge boxes, and obliged to dispute every step of the 
precipitous and rugged ascent? Murderous showers of 
grape and cannister greeted our men at the onset ; and 
as they toiled unfaltering through a tempest of iron bail, 
a heavy fire of musketry opened upon them. Not a 
man quailed — with loud shouts they still pressed upward 
and onward. At every step our ranks were thinned, 
but forward went the survivors. 

When within good musket range, hut not until then, 
was the fire of the enemy returned, and then commenced 
the dreadful carnage of the strife. The Mexicans held 
to their guns with more than their usual bravery, but 
nothing could resist the fierce onset of the stormers. 
Over the breastworks with which the Mexicans had 
HJttrnmded Hie crest of the hill they c\v<\r%cA\ to.4 
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kcd the enemy in his very BtrongbeM. I 

v fled panic-stricken, but still be wis 

t was not until the affrighted fugitirw 

_ xrint without the extreme range of their 

hich had been turned upon them at the 

y ceased in their flight. The national 

>untry now supplanted the banner of the 

Terent regimental Sags were also planted 

on ime crest ami shouw v ever from the victor! 

rose upon the air, stniCK u ito the very hearls of 

the enemy in the works still uu en, for they knew that 

their strong position had bee ;urned, and that they 

we at the mercy of the men n y had scoffed at in the 

morning. Never was victory n re complete, although 

purchased with the blood of s ne of our best men. 

Lieutenant Ewell, of the rifles, was among the first 

within the enemy's breastworks, and it was here thai 

he received his death-wound. The interior of the work 

was covered with the dead of the enemy, among them 

General Vasquez, Colonel Palacio, and many of their 

officers, while the hill-side down which they fled was 

strewn as well. Nearly two hundred men were left dead, 

while the wounded would swell the number to at least 

five hundred — some even put it down as high as seven 

hundred. 

The regiments composing Colonel Harney's command, 
and which successfully stormed the noted Cerro Gordo, 
were the 1st artillery, under Colonel Childs ; the 3d in- 
fantry, under Captain E. B. Alexander ; the 7th infan- 
try, under Colonel Plympton ; and a portion of the rifles, 
under Major Loring. Many cases of individual bravery, 
performed by subaltern officers, have been mentioned ; 
but as I cannot particularly notice such as I have heard 
of without perhaps doing injustice to others equally me- 



COLONEL P. F. SMITH. 171 

ritorious, I shall forbear writing until I have more full 
information. I had almost forgotten to state that four 
Companies of the 2d infantry, under Colonel Riley, took 
an active part in the assault." 

The affair in front of Vera Cruz won from the Euro- 
pean press unqualified praise, and was there spoken of 
is one of the most brilliant feats of the war. 

Colonel Harney is yet with the army, and is every- 
where seen conspicuous in the advance. He has much 
more to do ; and it is certain, if courage find its reward 
in the next list of brevets, he will be promoted to a 
brigade. Colonel Harney is a man of eccentric char- 
acter, and is one of the most athletic men in the army, 
in spite of his age, which is about fifty. He has some 
little vagaries, curious and unaccountable ; among which, 
it is said, is a deep-seated impression that he is to die 
in front of the Moro or citadel of the Havana, He has, 
however, done service enough to entitle him to die any- 
where he pleases. 

Colonel P. F. Smith, of the rifles, is a young officer 
in the service, though an old soldier; having com- 
manded on more than one occasion in the Florida war, 
troops from the state of Louisiana. For his gallantry at 
Monterey he received the brevet of brigadier-general, 
after less than six months' service as a colonel. Colonel 
Smith is a native of Philadelphia. Though a brave 
man and a good soldier, it may reasonably be doubted, 
if any reason existed why he should have been appointed 
to the command of the new regiment, over the heads 
of the many distinguished field-officers of the army cer- 
tainly not less competent, and who have consecrated to 
the service of the nation long years, appropriated by 
General Smith to his private affairs. The appointment 
«f the lieutenant-colonel and majors, and of the officers 
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of this corps in general, wilh the exception of a fat 
d-devaftl subalterns restored to the service, was a flagrant 
outrage of power, by the fact, that when the colooei 
was assigned to a higher command it became necessary 
to take a major (Sumner) from another regiment where 
it was needed to command this regiment. 

One of the extra ten regiments, authorized at the last 
session of congress, was equipped as dragoons. The 
officers appointed to it were, without exception, taken 
from civil life. As the law requires it shall be disbanded 
at the end of the war, it scarcely comes within the 
province of this book, devoted to the line and staff of 
the permanent army. 

The cavalry force of the United States, it will be 
perceived, is small, and is calculated rather according 
to the rules defined by the custom of other services, to 
regulate the proportion of horse and foot, than the exi- 
gencies of our peculiar situation. The habit of collecting 
on the frontier the Indians who had become surrounded 
in their new home, had brought about collisions, which 
made light cavalry as certainly the great necessity of 
our western army, as in the French service in Algiers, 
or in the Russian army of the east, each of which are 
called on to act against a mounted enemy. The evi- 
dence of this necessity was the only thing which induced 
the government to authorize the existing force. Any 
one who will look at an Osage or Comanche warrior 
on horseback, will see at once, that though they may be 
overtaken by a dragoon mounted on the admirable Ame- 
rican cavalry horse, it is absurd to expect a foot soldier, 
with a heavy musket and knapsack on his shoulders, to 
dream of doing so. 

During the years previous to the organization of the 
American dragoons, a party of infantry were ordered to 
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remove from Missouri a band of Osages, who trespassed 
on the frontier settlers. By a judicious march, the 
troops surprised them and removed them. After a 
march of some miles homeward, an officer looked back 
and saw the Indians already on the return. They were 
again pursued, but on this occasion on Ihe alert, aroused 
the speed of their active ponies and were soon lost amid 
the ravines, whither it was impossible to follow them. 

There is little doubt that the efficiency of the army 
would be much increased, if a much larger portion of it 
were horse ; and it may be a meet matter for discussion, 
if the lance, so formidable a weapon in the hands of the 
Mexican rancheros and regular cavalry, might not be 
introduced with propriety into our service. This formi- 
dable arm a great military critic has called the queen of 
weapons, and in the hands of the cavalry of the United 
States (believed to be equal to any in the world) might 
resume its ancient predominance. The Mexican lance, 
from the small average of the size of their men and cat- 
tle, is much shorter than a similar weapon might with 
propriety be made for our own use. In fact, there is 
little doubt that it might be used with advantage, even 
if sixteen or eighteen feet long, and stripped of the 
useless pennon and cross-piece at its head. For real 
service, it should be made of stout ash or hickory, with 
a sharp point like that of a heavy cavalry sword, or the 
prolongation of a steel ferule. Objection might be 
made, with some propriety, to such a weapon, that sur- 
geons would be of little use where men armed with it 
had passed. 



CHAPTER II. 

■<1 officers — Light artillery — It- origin in our a: 
'8 corps — Its services, peculiarities, and disbaiidmenl- 
seold — Rid^=l-- D ,,r — v: jigton. 

All mounted officers h e rank assimilated with 
cavalry, except that they receivt brage for fewer horses, 
from the fact, that accompanying the army, which gene- 
rally of course is foot, their servants and the non-commis- 
sioned officers of their corps are not mounted. The 
dragoons and mounted riflemen are the only mounted 
portion of the service, except t light artillery, which, 
though having rank and promotion with the artillery, 
have a more intimate connexion with the dragoons than 
with that arm. 

The drill of the light artillery is a Combination of the 
cavalry and artillery tactics, as the heavy artillery is of 
the infantry drill and the manipulation of the gun. The 
organization of the company is different., from the fact 
that the men are arranged not by troops, platoons, or 
sections, but according to batteries, sections, and guns. 
A light battery consists of a captain, two first lieutenants, 
a second lieutenant, and a brevet lieutenant, and four 
sergeants, four corporals, two buglers, and privates, 
which never equal the number prescribed by law, about 
seventy. The horses are not, as a general rule, of such 
good quality as those of the dragoons, bone and agility 
being esteemed of more importance than blood and 
speed. The necessity of this will be obvious to all, 
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when it is remembered that, like men, horses are more 
or less courageous, and that a light artillery horse is not 
intended to come in actual collision with the enemy, but 
merely to draw the gun within striking distance of the 
enemy, and when the hostile column or line advances, 
to withdraw from his reach. The number of horses 
to each gun varies according to the station of the 
battery : it is never, however, less than four ; and there 
is no doubt the efficiency of this powerful arm would 
be increased by doubling, tripling, or quadrupling this 
number of cattle. The guns of light artillery are never 
less than sbt-pounders, the smallest gun known in our 
service, though occasionally a part of the battery is of 
heavier metal. The company of the 4th artillery, for 
instance, which was commanded by Captain Washing- 
ton, and did such good service at Buena Vista, after 
having accompanied Wool on his long marches from 
San Antonio de Bexar to that place, consisted of four 
sixes and two twelves. 

This is a new corps in our army, though, on the re- 
gisters from 1808 to 1821, the words light artillery fre- 
quently occur. Even now this arm has no existence 
as a corps, only one company of each regiment of 
artillery being equipped with horses and other light 
cavalry equipage. During the last war, light artillery, 
as we understand it, was never manoeuvred, or, if so, 
was of a very heavy kind of light artillery. 

The institution of this arm has been attributed more 
than once to the Honorable Joel R. Poinsett. This is 
altogether a mistake ; for the bill authorizing the secre- 
tary of war to equip four companies of artillery as light 
artillery, was passed by congress in 1816, long before 
Mr. Poinsett had any connexion with the war depart- 
ment, and while he was absent from the United States, 
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ever, left the presidential chair on the 3d of March fol- 
lowing; and, instead of the regiment being organized, 
the horses of Peter's troop were sold, that gallant officer 
having, like almost every other man of merit in the 
southern army, been so ill-treated by General Wilkinson, 
that he resigned. Since that day, doubtless many im- 
provements have been made in light artillery ; yet Peter's 
artillery was of this arm, and of nearly as excellent dis- 
cipline as the company of Ringgold and those of Dun- 
Can, Washington, &c., modelled on it during the last 
twelve years. Now every light artilleryman is mounted. 
tn Peter's company, those who moved the pieces when 
limbered] and those in charge of the ammunition, were 
mounted ; the rest of the men were in cars, drawn by 
lorses with as much facility as the guns. This was a 
mode adopted in the French army at that time. When 
this corps was revived, Ringgold was assigned to the 
command of the company of his regiment, and, by 
patient study abroad and untiring diligence at the ca- 
valry school at Carlisle, then commanded by Captain 
Sumner, 1st dragoons (now major, 2d dragoons), made 
Ihis company worthy of being what it was,— a model 
company for this small but favorite arm. 

Identified with this arm is the memory of Major 
Ringgold, a member of a family already illustrious in 
the annals of the state of Maryland, of which he was a 
native. 

Major Ringgold was the son of General Samuel 
Ringgold, formerly a senator of the United States, from 
Maryland, and was born near Hagerstown. He was 
graduated at West Point, when in his twentieth year, in 
June, 1818, and consequently was born about 1798 or 
1799. After serving in the Black Hawk and Florida 
i, in his regiment (the 1st artillery), to which he was 
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CHAPTER m. 

ill tv— Colonels of artillery — Bankhead— Geww) 
n ; joiiea — Colonel Payne— Colonel Walbach — Colonel 

We next have to treat tillery. This is a corps 
essentially of the new 01 ■ it, having been the first 
consequence of the invention gunpowder. We first 
hear of artillery in the wars of he English Edwards, in 
France, and the contemporary :alian contests. 

The word artillery is of Ga e origin, being probably 
derived from the obsolete Frencu word artUler, to fortify; 
a word used when the old ballistic and other machines 
were used. The manufacturer of these was called an 
artillkr, a term which subsequently acquired the re- 
stricted meaning of a bow-maker. 

The old artillery was of strange appearance. The 
guns used at first were trunks of trees, strongly banded 
with hoops of iron, — a device more than once had re- 
course to in our own and the South American revolution. 
For some centuries, however, permanent artillery has 
been nearly perfect, modern art having been directed 
rather to the manipulation than the manufacture of the 
arm. Knox's artillery, in the revolution, Scott's and 
Macomb's, in the last war with England, were very 
popular, and deservedly so. 

After the reduction of 1815, all the regiments of 
artillery were embodied into one corps, called the corps 
of artillery. With the exception of the few appointed 
into the light artillery, all the officers who entered this 
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arm between 1815 and 1821, will be found to have re- 
ceived their first appointment in the corps. This orga- 
nization was most inconvenient, as it deprived artillery 
officers of the command of regiments, and was also a 
variation from the system of the army which prescribes 
that reports shall proceed through colonels to generals. 
This was impossible, as the captain stationed at Boston, 
and the one at New Orleans, belonged to the same inte- 
ger. This system answered well enough for corps with- 
out troops, as the engineer and medical department, but 
would destroy, in a great degree, the efficiency of any 
command; consequently, after 1821, the artillery will 
be found divided into regiments, the number of which 
was four, consisting, until 1846—17, of ten companies. 
The session of congress then added two other compa- 
nies to each regiment. Each company was composed 
of a captain, two first and two second lieutenants ; the 
junior of the two last of whom was a cadet, with the 
brevet of second lieutenant. The field-officers of the 
regiment are, a colonel, lieutenant- colonel, and two ma- 
jors, and the non-commissioned staff, a sergeant-major, 
quartermaster-sergeant, and principal musician. 

These regiments are but partially armed as artillery, a 
large portion of the company being equipped as infantry. 
Of these were the troops who, as the artillery battalion, 
did such good service at Palo Alto, La Resaca, Monte- 
rey, and in front of Vera Cruz. It is much to be regret- 
ted that the government, from its vast resources, has not 
long ago provided arms for all this excellent corps, 
which contains on its register some of the best officers 
of the army. It has furnished to the army its two last 
major-generals, one of its two inspectors- general, and a 

e proportion of the officers of every staff corps. 

[t has four colonels, with rank as follows; 
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Si «rtilla-r, 16th September, IBS. 

J*fca B. WtOac*, *lb. -.rtillery, lBth Much, 18*2. 

Iih-lnl B. Ciw, Itt artillery, 37th June, 1813. 

Willam Gu«t, W .rtillerj, 13th October, 184*. 

One of is lieutenant-colonels, M. M, Pajne, of the 
4th, has also a brevet of colonel from the 9th of Ma;. 
One of its captains, Thomas Childs, of the 3d, has also 
the brevet of colonel from the same date. One of the 
most conspicuous officers in this corps is the senior 
colonel, B a Mi head, whom we first find in the service as 
captain of the 8th infantry, with rank from the 16th 
September, 1808, and who is therefore only four months 
junior in service to General Scott. On the 9th of Sep- 
tember, 1S13, be became colonel of artillery, an unu- 
sually short probation, even in time of war, for an officer 
to rise to this high rank. On the reduction of 1815, 
Colonel Bankhead was retained in the service, but with 
reduced rank. 

We do not find Colonel Bankhead's name con- 
spicuous in the account of any military operations, until 
during the year 1817 ; when the revolutionists of South 
America had made sure the success of their revolt 
against Spain, an expedition was set on foot against the 
colony of Florida, by a person who called himself 
McGregor, a brigadier of the service of New Granada 
and Venezuela. It was undoubtedly the right of the 
revolters to invade any country over which the Spanish 
flag waved ; but this right was to be maintained with 
due regard to the privileges of neutrals. Florida was 
then, to all intents, without a government, and the hiding* 
place of miscreants ot every country, who outraged all 
humanity by their unprovoked inroads into the United 
States. McGregor professed to act under the orders of 
the supreme governments of Mexico and the southern 
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continent; and this expedition seemed to all the world 
most strange, as it was known that Florida was at that 
time the subject of a treaty then being discussed between 
Spain and the United States, the object of which was to 
transfer it to the United States. 

On this subject the president sent a message to con- 
gress, in whieh he stated these circumstances, and also 
that similar expeditions had seized on porta of the old 
Spanish colonies on the gulf, whence much injury was 
done to the commerce of the United States. The person 
who figured here was a Frenchman named Aury, in the 
Colombian naval service. Being forced to leave Bara- 
laria and Galveston Island, Awry sailed with all the ad- 
venturers he could collect to Amelia Island, of which 
h* took possession in the name of his flag. This island 
had previously been taken by McGregor, who, however, 
bad proceeded to Caraccas, leaving it under the com- 
mand of Hubbard and Ironil. The two parties soon 
coalesced, and were subsequently reinforced by a party 
of disbanded British officers, and oudaws from the 
governments of the whole world. This was shortly 
subsequent to the introduction into Florida of the pecu- 
liar population known in the neighborhood of St. Au- 
gustine as Minorcans. Many of these, ripened for this 
career by a life of piracy on the southern coast of the 
Mediterranean, became formidable allies of Aury. The 
slave-trade was revived by them ; and though they pro- 
fessed to capture only Spanish flags, they did not hesi- 
tate to attack any vessel whose cargo seemed rich 
enough to compensate them for the risk they ran of the 
gallows. The goods taken from the vessels they cap- 
tured were without hesitation smuggled into Savannah, 
Charleston, and ports as far northward as the Chesa- 
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This state of things could not be long tolerated, and 
Mr. Monroe despatched the ship John Adams, com- 
manded by Commodore Henly, and a battalion of artil- 
lery, under Col. Bankhead, lo rid the coast of this 
nuisance. On the 23d of December, they appeared 
before Amelia Island, of which they took possession at 
once, Aury retiring without resistance. In this affair, 
Bankhead is spoken of as major, having been reduced 
two grades by the reduction of 1815. 

Colonel Bankhead participated with General Scott in 
the pacification of the northern frontier during the Cana- 
dian disturbances, and by his moderation and judgment 
contributed much to allay the excitement which long 
existed on that frontier. At that crisis, he commanded 
at Buffalo, and was much commended by journals on 
both sides of the line. A man's conduct, at this period, 
must indeed have been correct, to have won praise from 
two parties who looked at matters through such differ- 
ent mediums as the people of New York and the royal- 
ists of Canada. 

Subsequently, Colonel Bankhead was assigned to the 
command of the harbor of New York, where he re- 
mained until the expedition against Vera Cruz was sel 
on foot. For this he volunteered; his services were 
accepted, and, as the senior officer of artillery, he was 
assigned to the direction of this arm during the bom- 
bardment. 

There are two methods of making out a despatch : the 
one being to touch on all conceivable things in heaven 
and earth, and the other to adhere strictly to the subject 
matter. Colonel Bankhead's reports are of the latter 
kind, and illustrate his plain, soldierly character better 
than any description could do : 
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f" Artillery Head -Quarters, | 

Camp Washington, March 24th, 1847 — 5 P. M. i 
: Since my report of this date of operation in the 
batteries up to 4 o'clock, A. M., the hour when the 
troops are relieved, I have to state for the information 
of the general- in- chief, that the enemy opened a brisk 
fire on our batteries soon after sunrise this morning, 
without any effect ; but about 10 o'clock most of their bat- 
teries were again opened on us, and one man of company 
B, 2d artillery, was killed at battery No. 1, and three 
men were severely wounded. 

A shell fell info battery No. 3, where four men of 
company F, 2d artillery, were slightly wounded. The 
shell fell on one of the mortars, breaking the mortar 
bed and throwing the mortar thirty feet from the plat- 
form — another mortar bed can be obtained from the 
ordnance depot, and the mortar will be remounted. 

We have been restrained by the want of shells from 
throwing more than one every five minutes during the day, 
A full supply will be in place to-night, and as soon as it 
is dark enough to send them to the batteries without 
being observed by the enemy. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BANKHEAD, 
Colonel 2d artillery, chief of artillery. 
Lieutenant H. L. Scott, acting adjutant- I 
rrenera], army head -quarters." 1 

"Artillery Head-Quarters, I 

Camp Washington, March 24th, 1847. I 

S : r : I have the honor to report for the information of 

the general -in -chief, that on the 22d instant, and as soon 

as the chief engineer had reported that the batteries were 

sufficiently advanced to receive seven mortars, I placed 

,t number in ballery. By two o'clock on that day I 
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to oprn the fire upon the city of Yen 
larter past four I received the order of 
iff to commence firing on the city, and 
,1,2, and 3 were opened with great ioi- 
pparent effect 

moment the batteries opened, on the after- 
2d instant, the fire has been incessant, da) 

vo in* -* "— ' J — ! — •*— ".ight, battery No. 1 «si 
under the cc ■ ■. ■ Brooks, of the 2d artil- 

lery ; battery No. a, u • charge of Lieutenant 

Shackelford, of the 2d ai > , ind battery No. 3, under 
the charge of Captain Vinton, uf the 3d artillery, until 
the hour of his death, about 6 o'clock, P. M., when 
the command devolved upoi lieutenant Vanvliet, 3d 
artillery. 

The severe loss to the army by the death of Captain 
Vinton, was the only loss we sustained on the first day.' 
Several of the men were slighdy wounded. 

The fire from the city and from the castle on ourhat- 
teries, with shot, shells, and rockets, has been intermitted 
but with very brief periods, since we opened our batte- 
ries; and we roust ascribe our safety, under such a 
constant and heavy fire, to the skill and science of the 
officers of engineers in the construction of our batteries. 

From the morning of the 23d to this morning, the 
batteries have been in charge of Captain McKenzie, of 
the 2d artillery, and Captain Anderson and Brevet Cap- 
tain Taylor, of the 3d artillery. 

Yesterday, about 12 o'clock, M., I was able to place 
three more mortars in battery, but owing to the highness 
of the wind, the shells could not be landed from the 
store-ship, and our fire to this time has been very mode- 
rate, not exceeding one fire in every five minutes. 
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Last night I succeeded in moving three twenty-four 
pounder guns to battery No. 4, with the necessary am- 
munition and implements, which have been placed in 
battery. 

One more twenty-four pounder and two eight-inch 
howitzers wiil be moved out to-night, and to-morrow 
morning (as we shall doubtless obtain a supply of shells 
to-day, the storm having abated sufficiently to land 
them) I shall be able to open the four batteries with ten 
mortars, four twenty-four pounders, and two eight-inch 
howitzers, with increased effect and renewed vigor. 

I can bear testimony, from personal observation, to 
the skill and gallantry of all the officers detailed on artil- 
lery service under my direction, and of the cheerfulness 
and steadiness of the men in the performance of their 
laborious duties. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JAMES LUNKHEAD, 
Colonel 2d artillery, chief of artillery. 
Lieutenant Scott, acting adjutant- | 
general, army head -quarters. ) 

Artillery Head-Quarters, ) 

Camp Washington, March 25, 1847, 8J o'clock, i 
Sir: Since my reports to army head-quarters, at 7 
o'clock, P. M., last night, I have to state for the in- 
formation of the general-in-chief, that during last night, 
a continued firing from our batteries, and with some in- 
creased rapidity from what it had been during the day, 
was kept up, with what damage to the city is not known, 
further than the destruction by fire of a building in the 
vicinity of one of the churches, and the almost certainty 
that every shell fell into the city, 

course of the night, one addiuonal vwvcA.^- 










^^^aair: I have already repo rted to any ■■■! ysm n 
jjg^^jperations in die trenche a and laflwr* , up id fa« 
^ , P. M., of the 24th 
5^a the night of the 2^, 
two eight-inch howitzers 

depot to battery No. 4, 
der and one of the 
e platform for die odier 

jd by eight o'clock, on the 25th, ^ - - „ . 

^^Hb the other three twenty-fiw powndra, to open *m» 

^^e upon the city. The fiat from this bsnery was can- 

^^tmed, with bat very little mterroption, the whole of ihe 

^ ^by (the 25th), with signal efiect ; and from the opeaoag 

^)f this battery, at eight o'clock, A. SL, to one o'clock, 

*>. M., die enemy kept up a bride and wefi-dkeeaead fire 

%ipon it, of shot and sheDs ; many of die ohot pai 

through the embrasures, but fbrtunalehr no njnrr 

sustained from them. 

The mortar which had been dismounted was replaced, 
and a full supply of shells was received daring the zazfcc 
All the mortar batteries continued a modenfie fire dur- 
t ing the night, the fire being limited to one in erery fire 
minutes, until early next morning (the 25th), when the 
firing was increased to about one hundred and eighty 
discharges of shells and shot per hoar, and continued to 
about three or four o'clock in the afternoon, when the 
passage of a white flag caused a cessation of the firine, 
for an hour or two. It was again renewed, and con* 
tinued all night, and to about eight o'clock, A. M., on 
the 26th, when the firing was stopped from all the bat* 
teries, by order from head-quarters, in consequence of 
an offer of the authorities of the city to capitulate. 
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teries; and I have witnessed, with much admiration, 
the high professional intelligence and untiring exertion 
of the engineer officers on duty in the trenches. 

I should not omit to mention that two young officers 
)f the corps of topographical engineers, Lieutenants 
Derby and Hardcastle, volunteered to serve in the 
reaches, and did serve well and gallantly for twenty- 
bur hours. 

My adjutant, Lieutenant Nichols, was always in at- 
endance with me, and prompt and active in every duty 
•equired of him. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient 
ervant, JAMES BANKHEAD, 

Colonel and chief of artillery. 

lieutenant H. L. Scott, A. A. A. 6. ) 
army head-quarters. ) 

General Scott paid the greatest compliments to his 
shief of artillery, who was mentioned in the reports of 
Dther officers of rank, senior to his own. Colonel Bank- 
bead ia yet with the army. 

This gallant (Acer is a native of Virginia, and is 
about sixty yean of age. He is hale and athletic, and 
has a large family, more than one member of which is 
in the service of the nation. 

Though long removed from this arm, it may not be 
inappropriate here to refer to the well-known adjutant- 
general of'fhe army, one of the most distinguished sol- 
>uien of the country, who, during a long season of peace 
^■d bureau daty 9 a trying ordeal to a military reputation, 

ie influence and prestige he acquired 

the descendant of a Welsh family, 

rginia, and which, though many of 

:ed much influence on the politics 
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of that state. It is probable that no man contributed more 
to the establishment of the politics of Mr. Jefferson in 
that state and in the Union, than Meriweather Jones, an 
uncle of the present adjutant-general. At a very early 
age he received his first commission in the military ser- 
Ivice of the United States, as second lieutenant in the 
United States marine corps, on the 26th of January, 
1809. Colonel Ichabod Crane, of the 1st artillery, is 
of precisely the same date; and the two, with the excep- 
tion of Captain Sprague, of the 8th infantry, are believed 
to be the only officers of the army who have served in 
that well disciplined and veteran corps, the United States 
marines. 

After a short period of service in that corps, Lieuten- 
ant Jones was promoted, and placed in the 2d United 
States artillery, and by strict attention to duly so won 
the respect of his superiors, that soon after the war began, 
he was honored with the staff appointment of assistant 
adjutant-general. 

From the very commencement of the war he had 
been on the frontier, and at the time of the battle of 
Niagara was assistant adjutant- general attached to Gene- 
ral Scott, with the rank of major, precisely as first lieu- 
tenants of the army now not unfrequently receive staff 
appointments, conferring, while they hold them, the rank, 
pay, and emoluments of captain, at the same time that 
they retain their position in regiments and corps. 

While holding this rank he had been with General 
Scott at the camp at Buffalo, and participated in the 
perils of Chippewa. At Niagara Captain Jones was 
conspicuous. In this be participated with Jesup, Lea- 
venworth, Towson, Brady, and Miller, and like them 
shared in the honors bestowed by a grateful country. 
For his distinguished gallantry on this occasion, 
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;vet of major in the army was conferred on him, 

rhich gave him this permanent rank, the title bestowed 

; him as assistant adjutant-general being temporary, 

and ceasing when he returned to duty in the line of the 

army. 

After Generals Brown, Scott, and Porter had been 
wounded at Niagara, the command of the army rested 
with General Ripley, who immediately retreated towards 
Fort Erie. Major Jones accompanied him, and was 
present at its gallant defence by General Gaines. The 
events of this assault and the repulse of the British have 
already been described ; it remains, however, for us to 
refer to the sortie under the command of General Brown, 
Though General Gaines had repulsed the attack on this 
work, and the British had suffered signally, there was 
much anxiety in the popular mind in relation to the 
security of the garrison, leaguered in its walls. The 
secretary of war had ordered General Izard to succor 
it, but a variety of circumstances beyond his control had 
prevented him from doing so. Many volunteers, how- 
ever, had come to its aid, and on the 2d of September, 
1814, General Brown was again sufficiently recovered to 
assume his command of the fort. Since the British had 
i repulsed by General Gaines, they had abandoned 
il idea of taking the fort, except by regular approaches, 
d having been largely reinforced were able to increase 
btir defences. Until September 17th, nothing decided 
£ done, though there were constant skirmishes. The 
mericans had not been idle, but had added much to 
P works. 

3n the 17th, General Brown having observed that 

3*">tish had erected a new battery, the fire of which 

lot but he destructive, planned a sortie, which, 

deputation rested on nothing else, "wmiVi "§Wfc 



t 
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him in a most enviable light as a strategist. Around 
work were three brigades of British troops, each 
bering fifteen hundred men. One of these was in 
of the work, and the other two in an intrenched camp 
in rear of it. General Brown determined to attack the 
first, and, if possible, defeat it before succor could be re- 
relved from the others. To enable him to do this, a 
road had with the greatest secrecy been opened which. 
would permit the American force to advance within a 
few rods of the British lines, without, however, having 
been perceived by them. 

At two o'clock on the 17th, the troops were ready to 
make the sortie. General Porter was at the head of one 
division, composed of Indians and riflemen, and of the 
two columns commanded by Colonel Wood, of the army, 
■ind General Davis's New York militia, respective!). 
This division was ordered to proceed through the woods 
by the new road. General Miller, at the head of the 
other division, was held in reserve with orders not to 
leave a ravine between the fort and the enemy, where he 
had been posted, until General Porter had attacked the 
left flank of the enemy. 

Porter advanced so rapidly, that no notice of his ap- 
proach was given until he fell on the enemy. The 
leaders of two of his columns, Gibson and Wood, were 
killed at once ; a matter peculiarly to be regretted, as both 
were valuable officers, and the former was one of the most 
brilliant soldiers in the service. Their seconds, however, 
Lieutenant-Colonel McDonald and Major Brooke, (now 
General), ably replaced them, so that in thirty minutes 
the batteries and block-house, which were the defences 
of this quarter, were taken. Three heavy guns, twenty- 
four pounders, were destroyed, and the magazine blown 
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up by Lieutenant Riddle, who, with Lieutenant Fraser, 
had opened the road which made die attack successful. 

At this crisis Miller came up and passed the British 
intrenchments after a sharp conflict, and captured another 
battery and block-house. At this crisis, General Davis, 
of New York, was killed. The division of Miller now 
proceeded to attack the battery on the enemy's left flank, 
Ripley, at the head of a second reserve, now arrived. 
The works were of the most elaborate construction, and 
a violent resistance was made. The enemy, however, 
were driven with the bayonet from one line after another. 
Miller continued to advance, and the 21st regiment and 
part of the 17th, which belonged to Ripley, having 
joined him, he charged the battery and finally drove the 
British from it. Ripley having come up, assumed com- 
mand of the three 'columns, which he formed into line 
to protect the parties employed in destroying the batte- 
ries, &c. He was not satisfied with his success, but was 
on the point of following up his enemy, when he was 
wounded in the neck and carried to the fort. General 
Miller then recalled his detachments, and with a great 
number of prisoners and trophies slowly retired. The 
works were made almost useless, the British cannon 
were destroyed, three hundred and eighty-five men made 
prisoners, and more than four hundred were killed and 
wounded. The American loss was eighty-three killed, 
two hundred and sixteen wounded, and a rather smaller 
number missing. Among the killed were Colonels 
McDonald and Wood ; Captains Armistead, Hall, Brad- 
ford, and many officers of the volunteers. 

In this sortie Major Jones was conspicuous, his duties 
as adjutant-general constantly exposing him. He was, 
therefore, remembered in the list of brevets, and received 
one of lieu tenant- colon el, from the I7th day of Septem- 
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I". */: i.r.f-.n ~l: ":r»*yss mii pramiitioiL. General Joki 
ra* :*r.*\-* : ~ -r^er v.kana :f ipcrrbanoo. having, by a 
r*v,..;?r,n -,? -iii* je^iaianre -rf Vxzinia. been pnacnte d 
-*.*f, * r*r,7i "A rxner bv his native sate. This reach- 
Wi, 'ir^-i^h a-^pted long azice. hot iree or four yean 
at/'/ -*a* carried into effect wirh most becoming ceremo- 
ro**?. On thi* occasion General Jones not only received 
thi* compllr/frit., but had the saridaction, to one of ha 
rh<([»oMifiori nr-jtrly equal, of witnessing die conferring of 
ii ccirriihir compliment on his distinguished brother, Com- 
modore T. Af» Catmby Jones, who, by his gallant fight 
I ic low New Orleans with a force greatly his superior, 
contributed no much to the defence of that city. Com- 
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pliinents are nol often bestowed even on the most dis- 
tinguished merit, when not crowned by success. 

No officer of his rank has occupied a more distin- 
guished place, during the Mexican war, than Brevet 
Colonel Matthew M. Payne. This officer is a member 
of a distinguished family of Virginia, and entered the 
service as a first lieutenant of the 20th infantry, on the 
12th of March, 1812. Colonel Payne was the son of 
an officer of much distinction, of the same name, said 
to have been an aide-de-camp of the Marquis Lafayette, 
through the brilliant campaign which terminated with the 
capture of Yorktown. Colonel Payne, on the reorgani- 
zation of the army, was attached to the artillery, in 
which he served long, having become a major only in 
1837 or 1838, though he had for many years held the 
brevet of that grade. 

He accompanied his regiment to Florida, served 
there with distinction, and accompanied General Scott 
to the Cherokee nation, as chief of staff and inspector- 
general. He had also participated in the Black Hawk 
war. 

When General Taylor moved from Corpus Christi 
towards Matamoras, Colonel Payne (a lieutenant-colonel) 
accompanied him, and was most conspicuous for his 
fiery courage, He was wounded severely in the battle 
of (he 9th of May, and was sent home by General Tay- 
lor, with the trophies captured from the enemy. In his 
despatches, General Taylor also made most flattering 
reference to him, 

Colonel Payne, after discharging the duty with which 
he was intrusted, visited Virginia, where he received the 
compliment of a public dinner, from his old associates 
at Richmond, in the neighborhood of which he had 
grown up. At the next session of the legislature, he 
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received iu thanks, and aa appropriation w 

to purchase him ■ sword, as a token of 

During the session of the congress of the United Stales, 

the brevet of colonel was conferred do ham, with dm 

from the 9th of May, 1846. 

There are other and younger officers of artillery, *to 
have deserved well of the country, and distinguished 
themselves at these battle-fields. Their military historj, 
however, would comprise but a record of the date of 
their entry into service and participation in battles alrwd; 
described. 

There are others whose career has been longer con- 
spicuous ; among whom is the veteran Colonel Waluck. 
This gallant old man entered the army of the L'nitei 
Stales as a lieutenant of cavalry, on the 10th of January, 
1799 (it will be remembered that, at that day, the lowot 
grade of subalterns of this arm were called cornets), 
after having already been some years in the dragoon) 
of Prussia, of which country he is a native. Colonel 
Walbach served throughout the war ; and, at ChrysLkr's 
Field, when a captain, headed the cavalry, in a gallant 
effort they made to charge, which, but for the broken 
character of the ground, must have changed the for- 
tunes of the day. For his distinguished services on that 
occasion, he received the brevet of major, from its date, 
November 11, 1813. Major Walbach was afterwards 
distinguished on various occasions ; and, on the 1st of 
May, 1815, after the war, received a second brevet, of 
lieutenant- colon el, for his gallantry on many occasions. 
At Chrystler's Field, Colonel Walbach was adjutant- 
general, and had also served in that capacity at Sackett'i 
Harbor and elsewhere. Colonel Walbach is a very oid 
man, and has a large family. One of his sons is an 
officer of the ordnance corps, and a second is a Heulen- 
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tenant of the navy. Colonel Walbach has not been on 
duty with the army in Mexico, but has for some time 
past been in command of Fortress Monroe, the defence 
of Hampton Roads, in Virginia. 

It may not be improper to mention here the colonel 
of ordnance, Geokge Bomfobd. This distinguished 
officer was appointed in the service of (he United Stales 
immediately after his graduation, in July, 1805, a 
second lieutenant of engineers. In 1812, he became a 
major of his corps, and, at the same time, became a 
lieutenant-colonel of the staff. On the 22d of Decem- 
ber, 1814, for meritorious services in the ordnance de- 
partment, he was honored with the brevet of lieutenant- 
colonel, and, towards the end of the year 1815, he 
became lieutenant- colonel of his corps. In 1821, the 
ordnance corps was disbanded; and Colonel Bomfonl, 

whose services had become invaluable, was retained in 

service as lieutenant-colonel of the 1st artillery, and, in 

1825, was made colonel by brevet. 

The ordnance corps was, however, a necessity of the 

<e*"\ ice, a n) j Colonel Bomford yet continued to discharge 
e dt "ie s of chief of this important bureau. In 1832, 

id r*° 0ffresS of the Unitetl States re - estilb lished it, 

°'OfjeI Bomford was placed at its head, with rank 

™ ^^30, 1832, Under his direction, the admira- 

i /T e Qi "wliich pervades the armories was established, 

coj-£*s made as efficient as it is. Colonel Bom- 

$&^ « J * sixty years of age, and a native of the 

°Mfe-**^ York. 

fl e/ _X*ornford is intensely devoted to his profes- 

./^■^* s ttiade the theory of projectiles a study. 

^ t*z^ «*e attributed the true invention, generally, 

9c *^ r ~* **uted to Colonel Paixhan, of the French 

ifr*'"'-*^LJ'5 i **, as the whole army of the United States 
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•n known in our service as CoIumbiaiU 
in had left school. The precise eircum- 
*» t fellows: In 1812 or 1314 the original 
is invented by Colooel Bomford, and cast 
ctions. The very gun is now at the ord- 
n New York. There it has remained for 
p™ -■ id was carefully measured by a French ofii- 

■■•: i i rted its dimensions to Colonel, now Gene- 

ral Fauchau. ~* e latter does not, however, pretend to 
any originality, simply claiming the credit of some varia- 
tions. Subsequently introduced into the French and Eng- 
lish service, it has become a favorite gun in our army. 

The plan of the original Colurobiads has been re- 
sumed, and according to the experiments recorded in die 
note,* bids fair to eclipse the European improvements. 

* The experiment! with the sew twelve-inch cannon recently cut 
at Alger's foundry, were returned at South Boston Point on Wednes- 
day, and continued until yesterday afternoon. In all, it has been 
fired ninety-two limes at different elevations, with various charges, 
and fuses calculated to born different lengths of time. The mi 
peri merit was tried yesterday with perfect success, with the regular 
service charge. Before the cannon was cast, Colonel Bomford, rel 
ing upon his calculations, based upon the proportions of the piei 
predicted that it would carry a quarter of a mile farther than ai 
shot on record. It was loaded and elevated as follows: twent 
five pounds of powder and a shell of one hundred and eighty-two 
[Blinds, containing seven pounds of powder, and fitted with a thirty- 
six second fuse, and elevated to thirty-five degrees, being four less 
than the elevation at which it may be fired. The shell fell at a 
distance of three and a half miles, at Squantum, buried itself five feet 
in a rocky bed, where it exploded, tearing out a pit about twelve feet 
in diameter at the top, and throwing out rocks as large as a hogs- 
head. Such a shot taking effect upon a ship must destroy her. The 
gun is fixed upon a wooden carriage, with iron fastenings, and eccen- 
tric wheels, invented by Major Webber. The recoil on the firing 
described waa twenty-eight inches. The greatest distance of 
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any shot on record is three miles and a quarter. The length of 
the gun is hat ten feet, the tnoal length of a long thirty-two 
pounder. In the course of the afternoon seTeral discharges were 
made with eight and ten second-roses, and 'several shells were 
exploded at the height of about a mile, spreading their fragments 
orer a great surface in the water below, and leaving suspended in 
the air a dense body of smoke, resembling a balloon, and "nothing 
eke." Several gentlemen were present from the city to witness 
the firing, which was under the direction of Colonel Bomford, as- 
sisted by Lieutenant Rodman, of the ordnance service. The Co- 
rambiad remains unaffected in every respect by the several tests 
to which it has been subjected.— Boston Post, November 7, 1846. 
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4 And the (teat power of an army it the lafaatry." 

Tks Evum or Wa»— Lopdon, 17*1. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Fantry — Origin of the term — Infantry colonels 
han — Siege of Fort Meiga — Defence of Fort 
roghan promoted. 

nass of every army must always be in- 
Iron of horse is a large proportion to a 
t, and six guns more than proportionate 
ten. This being the case, it must always 
primary importance that the foot of an 
iisciplined. This is obvious. Artillery 
h and destruction, but cannot even de- 
igg's guns, on his being abandoned at 
the covering infantry, were captured by 
t had defeated. Cavalry, powerful as 
k, cannot always retain possession of 
Tie dragoons of May, at Resaca, saw 
their guns almost immediately after 
ver them. Infantry is capable of any- 
n any country, while horse and artil- 
valueless by local impediments and 
ire in the regular army of the United 
lies of cavalry, forty-eight batteries 
hty companies of infantry — a pro- 
it from that of the British army, 
hundred regiments of the line, and 
about ten thousand artillery. The 
s of infantry, however, are mere 



The origin of the term infantry is curious. It is 
well known lliat the main strength of every army long 
consisted in its number of knights and men-at-arms, who 
fought on horseback; while the common people, who 
fought on foot, were esteemed of little importance. 
The invention of gunpowder, however, worked a won- 
derful change in the art of war. It was a power against 
which Milan steel and the chain armor of the east were 
valueless, and enabled die foot soldiers, the people, to 
assert (heir due importance. This was going backwards 
almost to the days of old Rome, but it was a prudent 
retreat, its object being to correct an abuse. The U- 
gionarii of Caesar's army, his foot soldiers, were far 
more important in his eye than the turmarii, or horse. 
So it was with heavy-armed men of the Athenian milita- 
ry organization and their cavalry.* 

One of the first powers in Europe to perceive this ne- 
cessary change in the military organization, was Spain. 
The wise statesmen who ruled that nation in the fifteenth 
century, immediately commenced the organization of a 
foot service ; and it is not too much to say that nearly 
all the success of the Spanish arms' depended on it. 
The people were called out, the famous Spanish pike- 
men or foot lancers were formed, and at the head of 
this great body of soldiers was placed, to give it dig- 
nity, the heir-apparent of the Spanish crown, the In- 
fante. This arm of the service was called the infant'- 
ria, or infantry. 

Every regiment of infantry in the United States is or 
should be commanded by a colonel. The number of 
officers, however, who command by brevet, makes fre- 
quent variation from this rule. 
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The infantry colonels are the following, arranged 
according to rank in the line : 

Hugh Brady, 6th July, 1812, 3d infantry. 

Matthew Arhuckle, 16th March, 1820, 7th infantry. 

George M. Brooke, 15th July, 1831, 5th infantry. 

James B. Many, 21st July, 1834, 3d infantry. 

William J. Worth, 7th July, 1838, 8th infiurtry. 

William Darenport, 14th June, 1842, 1st infantry. 

William Whistler, 15th July, 1845, 4th infantry. 

Newman S. Clarke, 29th. June, 1846, 6th infantry* 

Of the above, Colonels Brady, Arbuckle, Brooke, 
and Worth are commanding according to brevets, the 
three first of brigadier-general, the last of major-gene- 
ral, and consequently the 2d infantry is commanded by 
Brevet Colonel Riley, the 5th by Brevet Colonel Mcin- 
tosh, the 7th by Lieutenant-Colonel Plympton, and the 
8th by Brevet Colonel Belknap, who is but a major in 
the line. Brevet Colonel Garland is also on duty ac- 
cording to brevet, and recently commanded a whdle 
brigade. 

All of the above are officers of distinction, and merit 
particular notice. Before, however, referring to them, it 
may be necessary to refer to other officers who, though 
now belonging to the general staff, have won their repu- 
tation as officers of the right arm of the army. Con- 
spicuous among these are, Colonel George Croghan, 
inspector-general, General Jesup, and General Gibson. 

About the year 1790, a large body of the people of 
Virginia, excited by the reports given by Boone and 
others of the beauty and fertility of Kentucky, emigrated 
to that district, then a part of Virginia. Many of the 
most respectable portion of the community participated 
in this movement, among whom were founders of many 
of the most opulent and influential families of the wp ' 
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It will be remembered that this emigration was peculiar ; 
it was not the exhibition of a wild spirit of adventure 
in a young man, but a calm and deliberate effort of a 
family to leave its own home, novas quarere sedes. 
Among many others who thus emigrated, were the 
families of the fathers of the present Generals Gaines 
and Taylor, and of Colonel Croghan, There is very 
little doubt, that this emigration would by no means 
have been as general as it was, but for the fact that Ken- 
tucky at that time was a dependency or county of Vir- 
ginia, represented in her legislature and governed by her 
laws. 

Colonel Croghan, the elder (almost every man in 
Virginia at that time had served in the army and held 
military rank), established himself near the present city 
of Louisville, where Colonel Geohge Croghan was bom 
about the year 1792. At that day Virginia was to Ken- 
tucky the mother country, as England before the revo- 
lution was to the colonies, and all who could afford the 
expense sent their children thither to be educated. 
Young Croghan was at an early age sent to the u 
sity of William and Mary, long the alma mater o 
south, to be educated, and remained there until ju; 
fore war was declared. 

The university has many traditions of the freaks and 
vagaries of men who have made their mark on the 
history of the world ; but of no one is more distinct 
memory preserved than of George Croghan, and the 
antiquated people of that antiquated town tell many 
strange stories of the conduct of the young student who 
pretended to prepare himself for a profession (the law) 
nature evidently never intended him for. It is 1 1 
if he ever progressed as far as John Randolph, almott 
to the end of the first book of Blackstone, in the stu " 
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^T law > which early in 1811 he abandoned for ever. 

^r a short sojourn at Richmond, where he became ac- 
^inted with many officers of the army, then busy there 
, * e equipment of troops for the frontier, and the officers 

*he Petersburg volunteers, who served with him at 

tt Meigs, young Croghan left for the west, and on 
^ 12th of March, 1812, though but nineteen years 
*» was appointed a captain of the 17th infantry. 
Ubin two months the young captain was on duty. 

After the expedition of General Harrison against the 
JJans, which was previous to the declaration of war 
unst Great Britain, the security of the frontier was 
^Wished. General Winchester remained at Fort De- 
ice with a force of eight hundred men, the great ma- 

y of the volunteers having returned home after the 
Ration of their term of service. Early in June, 

* " en *!"al Winchester received information that 
„e °. wn » a village on the Raisin, near Detroit, and 

j . aQ d the rapids, was menaced by the British 
Dr ans - The volunteers insisted on being led to 
j. > and accordingly, January 17th, he detached 
*? Tose a force under Colonels Lewis and Allen, 
j . ers » iowever, to wait at Presquc Isle until 

nlonJ be!aa ' n b ° dy ' 

* e . Allen and Lewis, on their reaching Presque 

r - '"formed that the British advance had already 
W ^W"""" 1 an( ' determined at once to attack 
^ ^ t{,ey dick with success, driving them from 
fhe e r<?I«nteers remained there until January 

•olnr * ci * ester cameup. On the 23d, Proctor, 
the ** c****^**** called Split-log and Roundhead, 
■4- ***iy> six: hundred of which were within a 
i***** tit ^. m re »Qainder, Jess than two hundred, 
result was, that after a lon^awl 
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gallant defence, on being promised the honors of varae** 
personal protection, they surrendered. The general lis- 
tory of tlie country informs us how they were treated. 

The news of the situation of Winchester previmsts 
the 22d, had reached General Harrison while c* hs 
march with reinforcements. He immediately sent fcr- 
ward a detachment of three hundred Ohio mifitm to 
relieve him. On hearing of the surrender, howewr, 
they fell back on the rapids, where General Harrison 
then was. Harrison yet farther retreated, for the pur- 
pose of effecting a junction with the rear of his force, 
and securing the arrival from Upper Sandusky of a 
quantity of stores and artillery. Soon after, Governor 
Meigs sent him two other regiments of Ohio militia, and 
the general immediately constructed a fort, which he 
called, in honor of him, Fort Meigs. At the same time 
the fort on the Upper Sandusky was erected by General 
Crooks, who commanded the Pennsylvania brigade of 
volunteers. Nothing decided took place during the 
rest of the winter months, all General Harrison's plans 
having been destroyed by Winchester's defeat. To 
arrange his plans, he proceeded to Ohio for the purpose 
of obtaining a yet larger force from that state and from 
Kentucky, 

About the commencement of April, General Harrison 
heard that the enemy were making great efforts to col- 
lect a force to besiege Fort Meigs, whither he imme- 
diately proceeded, and arrived about the 15th. None 
of the new levies had as yet arrived; but the brigade of 
General Crooks, though its term of service had expired, 
gallantly consented to remain to defend the fort, which, 
naturally strong (being on an eminence in the midst of 
marshy fields, near the river bank), had been made as strong 
as possible by the efforts of Captains Gratiot (late chief 
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^_J not the Kentuckians, after rapturing ll* 
fc refused to obey their leader, Colonel Dudfej, 
jted on being led against the main body of the 
T . This ww unfortunately done. The men who 
aamwd the British batteries had not retreated fa 
I they met a large Indian force, under the command 
ecuausrh, the master-mind of the whole race. He 
placed his men in ambuscade, and, by a 
ruse, enticed the Kentuckians into it. They 
rabed to attack a few Indians, who showed themselves 
w (rent of a wood filled with a force of more than two 
thousand Indians, contrary to the explicit orders of Co- 
lonel Dudley, who even used his side-arms to restrain 
then. A fearful scene of slaughter ensued, and the 
whole party were killed, except one hundred and fifty- 
Araoog the former was the unfortunate Dudley, killed 
in a personal encounter with a chief, whom he also killed. 
General Clay landed on the other side of the river, and 
was near being similarly cut off; bat General Harrison 
threw from the fort a squadron of horse, under Major 
Ball, which covered his retreat to its works. 

Colonel Miller, at the head of the regulars, had more 
bruhant success, though his plans were disconcerted by 
Dudley's defeat. At the head of three hundred men, 
be attacked the enemy's whole line of three hundred 
and fifty regulars and five hundred Indians, drove them 
from the batteries, and made good his retreat with forty- 
two prisoners. In this affair Croghan led his company, 
and was mentioned with much fcivor and applause by the 
general. A cessation of hostilities ensued, and on 
the 9th, the enemy were joined by some vessels, for 
the purpose of embarking their artillery. These having 
been driven away, at ten o'clock they inarched off. 
On the occasion of the sortie of Miller, and aho an a 
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2 prior one commanded by himself in person, it was Cro- 
B gfaan's good fortune to be opposed to the British regu- 
5 lars — antagonists more worthy of a soldier than Indian 
5 savages, even though led by Tecumseh. Between the 
, retreat of Proctor and the month of August of the same 
, year, Croghan became a major in the army, when but 
. twenty-one years of age. 

L After the retreat of Proctor from Fort Meigs, the 

British general had left Tecumseh at the head of a large 
body of Indians, to keep up the appearance of a siege, 
and at the head of his regulars, which had been greatly 
reinforced, proceeded to Sandusky : his force was five 
hundred regulars and seven hundred Indians. This 
expedition was part of a large scheme which contem- 
plated the reduction of the defences of all the streams 
which fall into Lake Erie, before the arrival of the rein- 
forcements expected from Kentucky and Ohio. There 
were two forts, called Upper and Lower Sandusky, the 
former of which was commanded by Major Croghan. 
Having heard that the British were about to attack the 
latter, he proceeded thither with as much of his garrison 
as could be spared, the lower fort being obviously the 
most important of the two, inasmuch as, if the enemy 
captured it, the first would be useless. He immediately 
set about placing it in better condition. He could, how- 
ever, do nothing more than dig a ditch six feet deep and 
nine feet wide, outside of the stockade work which sur- 
rounded it. His garrison consisted of one hundred and 
sixty men, a few of whom were regulars, and the rest 
members of the two famous volunteer corps from Pitts- 
burg, Pa., and Petersburg, Va., which were so distin- 
guished throughout the war. He had also but one gun, 
a six-pounder. General Harrison, not thinking it possi- 
ble that the work could be defended, ordered Croghan 



Be 'it dindjr wrote to the genera! 
that be ««* aafc d he conld defend it successfully, and 
decnaed nliij't It has been said that Croghan vrffir 
ths despatch «fa the intention of suffering it to I* 
take* by the enemy, h however reached General Hit- 
linn's hands. 

On the 1st of August, General Proctor appeared be- 
fore Sandusky, or Fort Stephenson, with the force al- 
ready mentio n ed, and several gun-boats. After having 
du poae d of his farce so as to render retreat impossible, 
he sent two officers with a flag to summon the fort, and 
to make the usual threat of a massacre. With bis cha- 
racteristic coolness, Croghan replied that he intended to 
defend the fort ; and, " when it was taken, there would 
be none left to massacre." 

The British boats immediately opened with all their 
guns and a howitzer. When day broke, it was disco- 
vered that a battery of three six-pounders had been 
placed within two hundred or three hundred yards of 
the pickets, and which immediately opened. About fonr 
o'clock, P. M., the whole fire of the British was con- 
centrated on one angle, for the purpose of effecting a 
breach, which would enable them to carry it by storm. 
To strengthen this, bags of sand and flour were imme- 
diately prepared ; and the only gun, a six-pounder, was 
masked in the bastion which covered the point by which 
it was evident the enemy intended to enter, if possible. 
This gun was filled almost to the tompion, with grape 
and missiles of every description. 

Soon after, a column of five hundred men, com- 
manded by Colonel Short, advanced to what they fan- 
cied the weak point, while several feints were made on 
other parts of the work. A number of volleys were 
then fired by the enemy, with no other effect than to 
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That of the enemy, a total of one hundred and fifty* 
Tbi» deft-nee called forth the greatest enthusiasm n 
United States. Major Croghan received die & tDk!i '* 
both houses of congress, and swords were presented by 
the nation to himself and Captain Hunter, Lieutenanti 
Johnson and Baylor, and Ensigns Shipp and Duncan, 
of the 17th regiment, to Lieutenants Anthony and An- 
derson, of the 24th, and Ensign Meeks, of the 7th. 

General Harrison in general orders complimented 
the whole garrison. A rarer compliment was also be- 
stowed on Croghan by the ladies of Cincinnati, who pre- 
sented him with an elegant sword. 

For this gallant defence he received the brevet of 
lieutenant-colonel from the date of his report, Augnst 
2d, 1813. This affair was one of the most gallant ac- 
tions of the war, and placed Croghan's military taleni 
as far above dispute as his courage. 




I of Michjlimaekinac — Croghan's expedition — De- 
feated — St. Mary's and St. Joseph's — Croghan resigne — 
Returns to the service — Monterey — General Jesup 

The defence of Fort Meigs took place, in May, 

813. On the 10th of September, Perry won his bril- 
iant victory, and on the 5th of October was fought the 
lattle of the Thames, the result of both of which was 
lie annihilation of the Anglo-Indian power on this con- 
inent, and the death of Tecumseb, The credit of the 
attle of the Thames is due to the volunteers, and this 
; proved by the fact that there is not now one officer 
emaining in the regular army, breveted for services in 
lis brilliant action, though there are twenty who were 
larticipators in the triumphs on the eastern lakes. We 
ose sight here of Colonel Croghan until the spring of 

814, when he was assigned to the command of an ex- 
wdition fitted out against the forts at Michilimackinac 
fid St. Joseph's, near the place where Lakes Huron, 
lichigan, and Superior connect. Michilimackinac had 
rly in the war been captured under peculiar circnm- 
iiaces. 

War was declsred by the United States against Great 
■ain, June 19th, 1812. On the 17th of July, 1812, 
American fort of Michiltmackinac was summoned to 
""*""«■ V n force of nearly a thousand men, three hun- 
^ °^ w ^'c6 were British troops, and the rest Indians, 
mrhole af H .j,j c h on the previous day had left St. Joseph's. 

W*">so ncC> resisted of but fifty-six men of &l\ wms, 






216 f< 

commanded by a lieutenant of artillery, named Hank 
An American who had been captured by the enemy m 
sent to inform the garrison and people of the village, 
which had grown up around the old French trading 
station, that in case of resistance all would be put to 
death. This circumstance is convincing proof that 
Great Britain went into the war with a determination to 
let loose (he Indians on our frontier, and that the sub- 
sequent conduct of Proctor was not a variation from, 
but ;> strict adherence to the rule proposed by the 
English government. On the 17th a flag demanding 
immediate surrender was sent to the garrison, who thus 
were informed that the two countries were at war. 

Up to the date of the formal summons, Lieutenant 
Hanks had considered the demonstration of the attacking 
party but as an outrage of the Indians, fostered and 
encouraged, perhaps, by the British Northwestern Com- 
pany, which, to all intents and purposes, had an exist- 
ence separate from the British government. He had not 
expected war ; the government had not prepared him for 
it ; and he was aware that no gallantry could save his com- 
mand. It was, therefore, his duty to surrender. He 
did so, and the British became possessed of one of the 
fortresses of the United States. The stipulations of sur- 
render insured protection to the garrison, which, for 
once during the war, were observed to the letter. It is 
pleasant to observe that on this occasion, the seven hun- 
dred savages were not turned loose on the lone fifty-sis 
men surrendered by Lieutenant Hanks. 

Fort Michilimackinac commanded the whole north- 
western trade, which, as Breckenridge says, passed 
under its guns as absolutely as that of the Mediter- 
ranean did under Gibraltar. No blame was attached 
to Lieutenant Hanks. It was obvious that the negligence 
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of some one had caused the surrender of this important 
post Many attributed its loss to Hull, who has enough 
iacontestably to answer for, to induce us, in a spirit of 
humanity, to look after the truth. What, then, are the 
facts? 

General Hull reached Detroit on the 5th, and Michili- 
mackinac surrendered on the 17th of July. The two posts 
are two hundred and forty miles apart. Maiden was, for 
all practical purposes, as near Washington as Detroit. 
The British looked forward to the capture of the north- 
west, as the result of a war into which they had almost 
forced the United States. From Maiden to St. Joseph's 
there was a constant sequence of Indian traders, while 
at that time, on our side of the lake, there was little inter- 
course. It was, however, the duty of the government 
to communicate the declaration of war at least to the 
commander of Michilimackinac. It was its duty, also, 
to have secured so valuable a post, when hostilities were 
imminent, from surprise. It did neither. It is, there- 
fore, not unreasonable to attribute this mischance to the 
negligence of the government, rather than to Hull, espe- 
cially as the latter has sins enough to satisfy his most 
malignant enemies, to answer for, without assuming, or 
having thrust oh him this error of Mr. Madison's admin- 
istration. At the same time Mr. Madison had enough 
to think of to exempt him from very heavy blame in 
being forgetful of a fault seemingly so insignificant as the 
informing a far away lieutenant of the declaration of war. 
If, however, Hull had been the man the American com 
mander of the northwest should have been, Lieutenant 
Hanks should have been fully prepared for all emergen- 
cies. 

On the fate of Michilimackinac depended that of Chi- 
cago; and though Hull heard of it in ample time to 
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regaln it (July 2-3), be attempted nothing towards h. 
It is a special dispensation of mercy almost, that after 
the capture of Michiiimackinac, all the swarms of the 
northern hive were not turned loose on the United 
States. 

Thus was this important post lost. The army under 
Proctor, by its menacing attitude, rendered it impossible 
to regain this position ; but after the battle of the Thames 
and Perry's victory, an attempt to retake the Gibraltar 
of the lakes was decided on. This expedition waa 
confided to the most distinguished of the junior officers 
of the western army — to Colonel Croghao. 

Men not unfrequently mistake their own true inte- 
rests ; and Colonel Croghan was assigned to the com- 
mand of this expedition to recover the supremacy of 
the northern lakes, much to his own satisfaction, when 
otherwise he would have accompanied Gaines, Miller, 
&c., eastward, and shared in the brilliant 
the Niagara of 1814. 

The British had captured Michiiimackinac with an 
inadequate force, and it was therefore supposed that 
Colonel Croghan could capture it with equal ease. If 
any one could do so, the hero of Fort Sandusky could; 
but in the meantime the work had been made stronger, 
the garrison reinforced, and kept on the alert by the 
events of a long war. 

In July, however, the expedition of Colonel Cro- 
ghan set sail, and on the 4th of August he landed 
on the island of Michiiimackinac. At the first glance, 
lie saw he could effect nothing. It is to be regret- 
ted that he did not at once retire. The hero of San- 
dusky might safely have done so. He however at- 
tacked (he fort, and was defeated with the loss of sixty 
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killed and wounded — a large proportion of his com- 
mand. 

The enemy were, however, not rid of him, for on 
his return he destroyed the British posts at St. Mary's 
and St. Joseph's, which were onJy less important than 
Michilimackinac. In this expedition a naval force, un- 
der Captain St. Clair, co-operated. This officer sta- 
tioned two vessels at the mouth of a channel which 
would command the fort ; and success might ultimately 
have attended the expedition, had they not been boarded 
and carried in the night by a force from the garrison, 
the commander of which was evidently a soldier, and a 
worthy antagonist of Croghan. 

Colonel Croghan was retained in the army after the 
reduction of 1815, with his old rank, and remained on 
furlough for some time. About this crisis, he passed 
much time on the Atlantic sea-board. On the 31st of 
March, 1817, he resigned his commission, having been 
in the army just five years and nineteen days, during 
■which he had risen to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, 
and achieved as much reputation, if not more, than any 
other man in the army. Immediately afterwards, he was 
appointed by Mr. Monroe postmaster of the city of 
New Orleans. 

This sedentary life did not suit Colonel Croghan, 
who has ever been fond of excitement. He had 
beea in the service long enough to contract all its pecu- 
liar habits, and he never heard the tuck of the drum with- 
out panting, like an old charger, for war. Consequently, 
he grasped at the opportunity of returning to the service, 
offered him on the 21st December, 1825. He immedi- 
ately accepted the post of inspector- general. At the 
suae time, the senior commission of the same depart- 
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army asked why Croghan was not included. Persons 
with good memories may remember a circumsLance 
that occurred during the presidential canvass preceding 
the election of General Harrison, which may account 
for the fact that Croghan was forgotten. 

During the siege of Monterey, when the fire of one 
of the enemy's strong positions was concentrated on a 
Tennessee regiment, Colonel Croghan rushed to its front. 
Taking off' his chapeau, with the wind tossing about 
his gray hair, he reminded them that they were the sons 
of the men who, with General Jackson, in 1812—14, 
had never been defeated, and bade them follow him. 
They did so, and fully proved that the blood of their 
state had not degenerated. He was not breveted, how- 
ever. Soon after the battle, Colonel Croghan, con- 
trary, it is said, to his own wishes, was assigned to duty 
within the United States. The probable reason was, 
that the most careless would have asked why so gallant 
a soldier and so distinguished an officer had been placed 
under the orders of county-court lawyers, clerks, and 
merchants. 

Colonel Croghan is now about fifty-three or fifty- 
four years of age. 

General Jegup is one of the most distinguished, at 
the same time that he is one of the most prominent 
officers of the army of the United States. Those who 
have read the sketch of the life of General Scott, and 
the military career of all the officers who served on 
the lakes, will remember how often his name has occur- 
red in the stirring scenes of the campaigns on the fron- 
tier, where he established his reputation as a brave man 
beyond dispute. 

In all this war, however, be never commanded in 
chief, and therefore has earned merely Vta te , §\x\aJaK». ( & 
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a brave soldier, who obeyed orders, and who, in his 
sphere, was amply competent to perform every duty re- 
quired of I. mi. 

General Jesup is a native of Virginia, whence his 
family emigrated to Ohio when he was very young. 
His name first appears in the army register May 3, 1608 
(the date of General Scott's first commission), as a 
second lieutenant of the 7th infantry. At Chippewa he 
was a major, and for his gallantry received the brevet 
of lieutenant -colonel ; and, for services at Niagara, the 
brevet of colonel. It is almost impossible to follow 
officers through the idleness of peace ; but Colonel 
Jesup was retained in service after the war, and on the 
8th of May, 1818, just ten years and five days after the 
date of his first commission, was appointed quarte> 
master-general of the whole army, with the rank of 
brigadier-general. He may be considered the founder 
of the present system of accountability for property in 
the army, wliich, though peculiar, has been tested by 
experience, and found faultless. On the 8th of May, 
1828, according to the custom of the service, the brevet 
of brigadier-general was conferred on him by the pre- 
sident. 

After the recall of General Scott from Florida, the 
command was conferred on General Jesup. There had 
been difficulties between the two, which attracted at 
the time much attention, and became afterwards the 
subject of much discussion. As, however, it is unplea- 
sant to refer to difficulties which require that the praise 
of one actor should be accompanied by censure of 
another, it is better to drop this long mooted question. 

After the recall of General Scott, General Jesup long 
commanded in Florida. The war, however, became 
one of detachments, in which little worthy of record 
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occurred. Many skirmishes look place, and many brave 
men fell ; but in the eyes of the country at large, little 
of interest happened. During the command of General 
Jesup, who was quartermaster- genera!, and empowered 
to authorize vast expenditures, immense disbursements 
were made in Florida, which, it caunot be denied, made 
the war popular among the people of the territory, wbo 
profited much by the stream of money which followed in 
the traces of every detachment of the army. During the 
command of General Jesup, Osceola was captured by a 
ruse, which, justifiable or not, gave occasion to much 
comment, and was by a large portion of the population 
of the United States greatly censured. General Jesup 
effected little in Florida, and was ultimately recalled 
after the batde of Okee-Chobee, when General Taylor 
was piaced in command. 

General Jesup remained at Washington until the de- 
parture of General Scott, with whom for a time he was 
in Mexico. There he was but rarely heard of; a thing 
not surprising, when we remember Uiat, important as are 
the duties of the quartermaster's department, they are 
unobtrusive and not calculated to attract the attention 
of the superficial observer. 

He is now at his bureau in Washington. The army 
has few braver soldiers, and few men who do it more 
credit. General Jesup, however, has made some few 
mistakes in bis long career, amply atoned for by unre- 
mitting attention, and many distinguished feats of arms. 




CHAPTER m. 

Gwnal Worih-Ba.ile ai Chippy-Burning of St. Dm»*- 
Rutl* of LundV. Lane-Worth appointed commandant U 
VmI Mnt-Worth'. service on th« northern frontier and 
in Florida — General Brady. 
Of all the officers of infantry in the army, none are 
more distinguished titan the colonel of the 8th, William 
J. Worth. The fact is proved by the circumstance 
that he lias two brevets, earned in two battle-fields, 
which have to a degree exalted him above many who 
are his superiors in the line of the army. 

At the commencement of the last war with Great 
Britain, Worth is said to have been a resident of Albany, 
New York, and, impelled by the military ardor which per- 
vaded all that state, to have enlisted in the regiment of 
which the present General Scott was then lieutenant- 
colonel. This was Izard's 2d artillery. Worth was not 
a man, however, calculated to be hidden behind a coun- 
ter, or to be lost amid the files of an artillery battalion ; 
he soon attracted his colonel's eye, and at his instance, 
about the commencement of the next campaign, was 
appointed a first lieutenant of the 23d infantry. 
)ft ,7 lhe ba,tl « of Chippewa occurred, July 4th, 
1«14 icott had become a brigadier- general, and Worth 
Zn h , aid f- de - ca , mp - On the 3d of July, General 
Lain ! r ""? *** his bri S* de across *• Niagm, 

Rip. v's iTf T i y below ^ rt Erie > while Ge ^ 

without finn* ^ .^ and ^^ 
I 



// 







"*C^ 





TCKmlat we bewd at Iuom. wBfc lis pencul «rf 
by bbmde, co^cM) »d which waa War*, «■*- 
ine; hit fc* arm m m dSeer." Tfce three mam mcde- 
piecea were the battalici commanded by Leareawortk 
(and nbtequem'ry McNeil) mid Jeanp, with To«W» 
artillery, flow well this battle was fought, and wiA 
what noccem, has already been described. Ripley's 
brijfaili- was not engaged. Scott fought this battle, 
which, though a decided victory, would have bedi 
morn brilliant but for the repulse of Porter's men anil 
tha refusal of General Brown, until it was too late, to 
iwrmtt Ripley with his brigade to turn the left of tl 
lirilii-li imny, and prevent its escape to Chippewa. 
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The total American loss in killed, wounded, and 
missing was three hundred and thirty-eight ; among the 
wounded were many distinguished officers. General 
Drummond acknowledged* a loss of five hundred and 
five. Many brevets were conferred for this affair. 
• Among others, Worth received that of captain ; Major 
Jesup, Captain Towson, Captain Jones, and General 
Scott, each received the brevet of a higher grade. The 
above are now in the army. Leavenworth, McNeil, 
Crocker, and Harrison were also honored with brevets ; 
the two first of lieutenant- colonel, the two last of cap- 
tain. The four have since by death or resignation left 
the army. 

The British retired to Fort George, and General 
Brown to Queenstown, where he remained for some time 
awaiting reinforcements. On the night of the 12th of 
July, General John Swift, of New York, was shot by 
the treachery of a British soldier. On the 13th General 
Brown called on Captain Chauncey, nava! commander 
on the lakes, for assistance, which produced a most un- 
military reply to the general, which was dated Septem- 
ber 1st, and received on the 10th. General Brown was 
subsequently forced to depend on his resources. 

On the 18th of July, a command under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stone burned the village of St. David's, in which 
a British force was stationed. This was done by the 
troops, contrary to the orders of the senior officer, who, 
however, was ordered by General Brown immediately to 
retire from the army. Colonel Stone was forced from 
the army by General Brown in this manner, and the 
general, by acting thus, committed a higher offence than 
the lieutenant-colonel could have done, had all Canada 
been destroyed. General Brown, not educated a sol- 
*Ri*ll wi» acting under the ordered \Vi» ofttw. 
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dier, baring never commanded a platoon, was ultafj 
ignorant of all the principlts of discipline. He bad md 
it is true, many military memoirs, and confounded b 
position with that of European monarehs, who, at & 
time they commanded armies, were sovereigns, andnrt 
mere servants of the people. If Colonel Stone 
guilty, there is not the least doubt a court martini ivnntt 
have punished him. The matter, however, 
excitement of the time, passed almost unnoticed, not- 
withstanding the exertion of a similar abuse of power pre- 
viously, in the case of Captain Treat. One or two 
cers have since attempted to make these prect 
examples, but have been signally repulsed, both by pub- 
lic opinion and by the authorities. 

On the 20th, General Brown advanced towards Fort 
George, the outposts of which he drove in, and took up 
a position which commanded the fort, with the expecta- 
tion that the British would attack him. Information 
from General Gaines, however, who was stationed al 
Chippewa, here reached him. He learned that Sacketfl 
Harbor was blockaded, and that it was impossible for 
him to receive the heavy guns he expected thence. He 
therefore fell back to Chippewa on the 24th, and the 
next day learned that the enemy with large reinforce- 
ments were advancing to attack him. 

At four o'clock on the 25lh, General Scott, in obedi- 
ence to General Brown's order, led his brigade^ wtrid 
consisted of seven hundred men, besides Towson's bat- 
tery and a troop of horse, along the Niagara river toward* 
Chippewa. When near the cataract he saw General 
Riall in position at Lundy's I-aue, with nine pieces of 
artillery, two of which were bronze twenty-lburs. The 
advance of Scott, under command of Captain Harris, of 
the dragoons, immediately attacked the British advance, 
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which retreated so as to draw the Americans within 
the reach of the British position. 

Scott saw what was intended, and after imparting his 
views to his distinguished chief of staff, Jones, sent him 
to communicate them to General Brown, and advanced 
to the attack. On this occasion Scott was ably seconded 
by his distinguished juniors, Brady, McNeil, Leaven- 
worth, and Jesup, each of whom there won applause 
and promotion. 

No sooner had Harris driven in the British advance, 
than Scott cleared the wood and deployed in a beautiful 
plain. The artillery on either side began to fire. After 
having attacked, as has been described, the regiments of 
Brady and McNed, which were forced to retire, the main 
force of the enemy was thrown on the 9th, commanded 
by Leavenworth, who sent for aid to Scott, who came up 
in person, with Worth by his side. This action has often 
been described : the bloody carnage which ensued from 
the contest for the possession of the hill on which the 
British artillery was posted ; the gallantry of Miller ; the 
daring of Jesup, who, on the occasion, as General 
Brown says, showed himself in a sheet of fire. A Bri- 
tish general was taken, and a British army routed. Al- 
most at the same moment, Scott and Worth (who had 
accompanied him into the midst of the British fire) fell 
severely wounded ; and both were deprived of partici- 
pation in the other events of the campaign. For his 
services here, Worth was breveted a major. 

The absolute loss of the two armies in this engage- 
ment was nearly equal. That of the British was eight 
hundred and seventy-eight ; of the Americans, a few less. 

Worth recovered from his wound in much less time 
than Scott ; and when his general proceeded south, ac- 
companied him as his aid. The war soon terminated. 
Vol. 7/. _ 16 
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and after it, Worth became a captain, ami was assign 
to duty as commandant of the corps of cadets at W* 
Point. Ten years after the battle of Niagara, M*j» 
Worth was made a lieu tenant- cot on el by brevet; ti 
when, in 1832, the ordnance corps was organized,* 
made one of the majors, with rank from the 30id 
May. On the 7th of July, 1838, he was appointed mV 
nel of the 8th infantry, the rank he now occupies inft» 
line of the army. 

After service on the northern frontier, and an eU* 1 
rate pursuit of the famous Johnson, the chief of 4* 
Thousand Isles, and service everywhere, from the fonlrf 
Champlain to Detroit, Colonel Worth was sent ** 
ward with his regiment, and in the fall and winter & 
1840 be was sent to Florida. General Armisteailw 
then in command, but in May, 1841, Colonel Vfoi* 
placed in command. Proceeding from Fort Brook, 
Tampa Bay, westward, he occupied almost the wbok 
country; and on the 17th of April, 1842, forced the In 1 
dians to an engagement at Pilaklaklaha, near the 9, 
John's. The American loss was not great; but A< 
enemy, already morally defeated by Taylor's -victory it 
Okee-Chobee, from which they had not recovered, wen 
totally defeated. For this he received the brevet of 
brigadier-general, with rank from the 1st of Marco, 
1842. He subsequently served in Florida, but achieved 
but little, because the Indians would show him no front. 

He then returned northward, and we next hear of 
him, in active life, on the movement of the array of 
occupation to Corpus Christi, under command of Genenl 
Taylor. 

In the engagements on the Niagara, no one ** 
more distinguished than the colonel of the 
even then, had the reputation of a veteran. 
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quent service in ihe same army with Worth, makes this 
k proper place to speak of him. 

Hugh Bradv is one of the oldest officers in the ser- 
vice, having entered the army as an ensign of infantry, 
on the 7th of March, 1792. Report says he had pre- 
viously been an enlisted man. After serving many years, 
and acquiring much rank, on the 6th of July, 1812, he 
was appointed colonel of the 22d infantry, — a fact 
which shows that he previously must have occupied a 
prominent position. In the battle of Chippewa Brady 
headed his regiment, which was so much cut to pieces 
by the enemy's fire, that it was necessary to withdraw 
it, after the colonel had been severely wounded. His 
regiment had on this occasion been well fought, but had 
been almost annihilated. On the disbandment of the 
army, Colonel Brady was retained in the service, hut 
with his old rank, and has since commanded bis regi- 
ment (the 2d infantry), to which, on the reduction, he 
was assigned, with the date of his appointment in the 
22d. He is one of the oldest officers of his grade in 
the world, having been a colonel thirty-five years. On 
the 6th of July, 1822, he received the brevet of briga- 
dier-general ; according to which, for a great part of the 
time, he has commanded. General Brady has long had 
his head-quarters at Detroit; and, during the recent 
Canada disturbances, contributed much to the pacifica- 
tion of that portion of the frontier. He is now in the 
midst of a green old age, hale, hearty and strong, with- 
out an enemy in the world, and universally beloved, both 
by his command and the community amid which he has 
long been stationed. General Brady is a native of the 
interior of Pennsylvania, and must now be considerably 
more than seventy years of age. At Chippewa he was 
at least fortv. 




CHAPTER IV. 



American army crosses the Colorado — Worth's it 
General Vega— Dispute between Worth and Twigy 
resigns his commission— Recalls bis resignation an 
the army. 

It is well known that the army which won 
ties of Palo Alio and La Resaca, was prepared 
tory by constant drills and discipline at Corpus 
Worth was here indefatigable ; one of the b< 
cians in the army, he made the army com' 
cope with any in the world. At this place 
remained from August, 1845, to March, 18 
it moved westward, and on the 20th was at 
rado. A road was opened to the river, at 
meantime notice was sent that if any opposi 
made to the passage of the army, it would b 
an overt act of war. The artillery was ai 
posted so as to command the ford. At aboil 
time General Mejia informed General Taylor 
sage of the river would be thought a declarati 

The American army, however, crossed, ha' 
22d advanced towards Matamoras, Worth co 
the advance. On the 28th of March the army 
site the city, and General Taylor immer. 
upatched Worth and his persona! staff to cro: 
to demand an interview with the authoriti 
deliver a written communication from Gene 
A Mexican party, however, crossed over to 
em bank. After some delay, General Wor 
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eived by Don Romulo de la Vega, an officer 
his own rank, brigadier- general by brevet, 
his occasion, was accompanied by Lieuten- 
ler, Deas, Blake, and Knowlton, and General 
i Mexican gentleman of the law, the Licen- 
es, and three officers, one of whom was an 

General Worth immediately unfolded his 
I produced a communication, which was 
ito French by Lieutenant Knowlton, and 
i by the Mexican interpreter. General La 
that he was authorized to receive the com- 

which might be presented, and went on to 
invasion of the Mexican territory was consi- 
t of war. 

iwing is the proces verbal of the interview, 
by the officers who were present at it : 

d Worth. — I am well aware that some of the 
aple consider it an aggressive act ; but [in- 
[ the Mexican interpreter, and after a slight 
■f" the international question on the part of 
ja], General Worth repeated the above 
ling, that it was not so considered by 
ant; that the army had been ordered there 
iraent, and there it would remain ; whether 
•therwise, that was a question to be settled 
■vvo governments. General Vega, still dis- 
^ the merits of the case, was told by Gen- 
taat ' he came to state facts, not to argue 

'"orth then stated that he had heen sent 
Ps from his commanding general to Gene- 
- General Mejia had refused to receive them 
s< ^nally, adding, with emphasis and some 




The, 

mest ■ i mX i ■ ■ lh rtfaAwUfaM ukj itfl 
marea into cr ccenpy a por tio n of the temtar of Cu- 
lea State*. 

General Worth repfied, that General Vega night 
probabiv be Eumior with the old peoTfi b , » Sdnocrl 
for the day is the e-ril thereof;' and dot * it would be 
time enoegh to consider snch im t naa when the act was 
perpetrated.* 

This proverb did not appear to hare been translated 
by the Mexican interpreter, bat was referred bj Gene- 
ral Vega with a smile and afaght shrag' 

Genera/ Worm.— U the American consal in arrest or 
m prison? 

Genera/ Vega. — Xo, 

Gatermi Worth. — Is }» iww i_ •>. - , . - 

, ** "*>* » the e x eit ja e of ws 
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General Vega, after apparently consulting with the 
Licenciado Cesares for a moment, replied that he was. 

General Worth. — Then, as an American officer, in 
* the name of my government and my commanding gene- 
ral, I demand an interview with the consul of my country. 

No reply. 

General Worth. — Has Mexico declared war against 
the United States ? 

General Vega. — No. 

General Worth. — Are the two countries still at peace ? 

General Vega. — Yes. 

General Worth. — Then, I again demand an inter- 
view with the consul of my government, in Matamoras 
— in presence, of course, of these gendemen, or any 
other that the commanding general in Matamoras may be 
pleased to designate. 

General Vega reiterated that he was in the proper 
exercise of his functions ; that he was not in arrest, nor 
were any Americans in Matamoras in arrest ; that he 
would submit the demand to General Mejia, adding that 
he thought there would be great difficulty. This de- 
mand was repeatedly made, in the most emphatic man- 
ner, and a reply requested, General Vega stating that 
the consul continued in the exercise of his functions, 
and (hat the demand would be submitted to General Meija. 

Here the interview was suspended, while the licen- 
ciado left the party to submit, as we understood, the 
demand for an interview with the consul to General 
Mejia. While engaged in friendly intercourse, General 
Worth stated to General Vega, in an informal manner, 
as an evidence of the good faith, intentions, and dispo- 
sitions of his commanding general, that he was well 
aware of the importance of Brazos Santiago to the 
commerce and business community of Matamoras ; that 
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he would respect their laws and customs, and freely 
grant entrance and exit to ail Mexican and other vessels 
trading with Mataraoras, on the same terms as before its 
occupation by the United States, leaving all question 
arising therefrom to be settled hereafter by the tvo 
governments. 

At the expiration of about a quarter of an hour the 
licenciado returned, and reported that General Mejia 
would not accede to the request for an interview on the 
part of General Worth, saying nothing, however, rela- 
tive to the question of the consul. 

General Vega was then again informed that the 
despatches intended to be delivered to General Mejia by 
General Worth in person, would .be returned by him 
(General W.) to his commanding general, considering any 
other disposition of them as disrespectful to him, repeating 
that they had been read to General Vega in courtesy to 
him, and that General Mejia must take his own means 
of communicating with General Taylor ; that whether 
General Mejia sent a superior or subaltern officer to 
General Taylor, at all times accessible, he would be re- 
ceived with becoming courtesy and hospitality, present- 
ing, at the same time, a written and sealed document 
for the civil authorities of Matamoras, which was re- 
ceived by General Vega, and immediately transferred to 
the Licenciado Cesares. 

General Vega. — Is it the intention of General Taylor 
to remain on the left bank of the Rio Grande ? 

General Worth. — Most assuredly; and there to re- 
■ main until directed otherwise by bis government. 

General Vega remarked that ' we' felt indignant *t 
seeing the American flag placed on the Rio Grande, » 
portion of the Mexican territory. General Worth re- 
plied, 'that was a matter of taste; notwithstanding 
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Twiggi. Ii originated in nW old 

vrt rank, which his already beet » 
and to fully explained, that a 
facta will be sufficient. 

In the army of occupation there woe Ante 
neb — 

Taylor, of the Alb mttntrj, wiib rank ba Aa*d «, _ «i 
T»i«B«, " W dncoont, " " * <W 8, [01 
Worth, " Sib mJJmtjj, " ■ " M7T, OH 

There would of course hare been no dovbt, 1* 
the fact that two of these officers bad brevets of a I 
grade than brigadier-general : 



General Worth, who, almost from his entrance into 
Mrvioe, baa hail a brevet of a higher grade than be oc- 
cupied in the line, maintained that General Taylor com- 
manded according to his brevet, and that be himself 
wan also, entitled to all the privileges of his higher rank. 
Twiggs maintained, on the contrary, that General Tay- 
lor commanded because he was senior officer in the line, 
and that he was himself the next in rank. 

There is not a douht that Worth was wrong in this 
instance, and that General Taylor, to whom the matter 
was referred, decided correctly when he maintained the 
authority of General Twiggs. Brevet rank may possi- 
bly, undf r the regulations of the army, bear an interpre- 
tation which would, under the following circumstances, 
justify a junior in taking command. If two lieutenants 
happened to meet, and the junior had a brevet of captain, 
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the latter might assume command ; but to a full captain 
the brevet capfain is but a subaltern, and in his presence 
the two would (even if brevets be admitted as confer- 
ring sometimes the right to command) resume their 
places in the line. But even if this were the case with 
captains and subalterns, it would be otherwise with 
colonels who command bodies of troops which are units. 
Worth's demands could only be sustained by admitting 
that a brevet is a commission — a thing no one has pre- 
tended to do since congress refused to pass, at the in- 
stance of Genera! Scott, a declaratory act to that effect, 
General Worth, however, resigned bis commission, and 
immediately proceeded to Washington. Almost imme- 
diately after he left the camp in front of Matamoras, 
the war became unavoidable. Porter was murdered, 
and Thornton and his party captured; and whde he 
was at the seat of government, the news of the victories 
at Palo Aito and La Resaca was received. One feeling 
of enthusiasm pervaded the whole nation. The friends 
and political enemies of the administration alike rejoiced 
at the triumph of our arms. In all the metropolis, 
Worth only seemed moody, not because Taylor had tri- 
tmphed, but because he had not himself led his brigade. 
He immediately went to the president, sought permis- 
sion to recall his resignation, and had the satisfaction to 
hear his ofTer of service gladly accepted. He at once 
roceeded to Matamoras. 



Advance towards Monterey — Siormingof the Bishop's Palace— 
Capitulalion of Monterey — Withdrawal of Taylors regnlan- 

General Worth immediately hurried to the army and 
resumed command of his division. A great error bad 
been committed by the government in not providing foe 
the consequences of a victory. There is not a shadow 
of doubt that if General Taylor had possessed a force of 
ten thousand men and supplies after the capture of Mata- 
moras, he might, unimpeded, have marched to Monte- 
rey, if not to Saltillo, and his first battle would hare 
been fought at San Luis de Potosi. For this long inac- 
tivity thus forced on General Taylor, the secretary of 
war thought it necessary to apologize : 

"Owing to the great difficulty in providing the means 
of transporting supplies for so large a force as that con- 
centrated on the Rio Grande ; to the necessity of draw- 
ing all those supplies from the United States — the enemy's 
country being destitute of them ; to the unusual.freshets 
which retarded the progress of boats on the river, and to 
the impracticability of the land route for wagons at that 
time, arrangements for the movement upon Monterey 
from Matamoras, by the way of Camargo, the route 
selected by the commanding general, were not completed 
until the latter part of August, when a column, consisting 
of about six thousand regular and volunteer troops, com- 
menced a forward movement by brigade upon Seralvo, 
and thence upon Monterey, before which place it arrived 
on tie 19th of September." 
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It was not until the commencement of August that an 
advance was practicable. Worth, during this advance, 
occupied the town of San Juan, and afterwards, towards 
the end of the same month, was thrown forward on 
Seralvo, with instructions to await other orders at that 
place. He there received information which induced 
him to inform General Taylor that his first antagonist, 
Don Pedro de Aropudia, had reinforced Monterey with 
three thousand men, making its garrison four thousand. 
General Taylor immediately came to Seralvo, and pushed 
forward to attack Monterey, with a force of six thousand 
men. 

On the 19th, the army was in front of Monterey. 
The whole day was consumed in the necessary recon- 
noissances. On the 20th, Worth was ordered to make a 
detour towards the Saltillo road, and to storm the heights 
of the Bishop's Palace. On the 21st he continued his 
route, and being attacked by a large force of all arms, 
drove them back and encamped across the road. With 
Worth's (2d) division, was Hays' 2d Texan volunteers. 
Captain Saunders and Lieutenant Meade, military and 
topographical engineers, were also with him. After 
reaching the front of the Bishop's Palace, it was for the 
first time discovered that two batteries had been erected 
on another eminence, between which and the Bishop's 
Palace the Saltillo road ran. These were carried by 
orders of General Worth , after a sharp but decisive con- 
test, bya force under Captain Vinton, of the 3d artillery, 
in which but few men were killed. The only officer 
who fell was Captain Henry McKavett, of the 8th 
infantry. The guns of the captured battery were imme- 
diately turned on the fortress, which was itself taken 
about noon, and four guns with it, part of which were 
immediately turned on the city itself. 
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Worth had thus accomplished all that he had bm 
detached for, and the divisions on the other side, 
superintended by General Taylor, had Dot been less suc- 
cessful. General Worth had, after the capture of th 
palace, entered the city, and established himself near 
the main plaza. The Mexican forces were now crowded 
into a narrow area around and in the plaza, which, ex- 
posed to the fire of the mortars from Worth's and other 
divisions, suffered greatly. 

On the 24th, Arapudia sued for terms, offering to 
capitulate on condition that he were allowed merely to 
evacuate the city, taking with him all his arms and men. 
General Taylor summoned him to surrender. General 
Ampudia then communicated to General Worth his wish 
to have an interview with Taylor, who accordingly re- 
paired to Worth's he ad- quarters, where the terms were 
agreed on. The army marched out — officers retaining 
their arms, and the men their accoutrements. The 
Mexican general was also permitted to retain a battery 
of six pieces and twenty rounds of ammunition, &c, 
&C-, as previously related in full. 

Worth distinguished himself in this affair. He 
appeared to regain his old buoyancy of spirit, which 
seemed to have left him after he heard the news of 
Palo Alto and La Resaca. He exposed himself in the 
most daring manner, and increased the estimate placed 
on his skill and courage by the army. For this action, 
the brevet of major-general was conferred on him, with 
date from the capture of the palace. 

There is iittle doubt that the armistice agreed on in- 
terrupted the plans of the government, which seems to 
have anticipated not only the capture of Monterey, but, 
madly enough, that General Taylor would be able, with 
six thousand men, to garrison the captured city, and 
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push on to Saltillo. At that time, Santa Anna was ad- 
mitted into Mexico, and it was supposed Taylor would 
be able to penetrate so far that that wily general would 
be compelled to retreat. It was impossible, however, for 
Taylor to advance without reinforcements, and he was 
therefore restricted to sending Worth as far as Saltillo. 

General Worth remained there until the end of the 
year, and by his military diligence in collecting informa- 
tion, was able to prevent Santa Anna, who had collected 
a large force, from crossing the desert and surprising 
any of Taylor's forces, which, from the non-arrival of 
farther supplies, were strewn in small parties along the 
whole country, from Matamoras to Saltillo. It is now 
certain that Santy Anna commenced his march from 
San Luis de Potosi to surprise Saltillo, and that Worth's 
care prevented this, enabled Wool to arrive from Par- 
ras, and General Taylor from Montemorelos, in time to 
choose their own battle-field apd defeat him. 

About this time, however, General Taylor received 
a communication from General Scott, the substance of 
which has appeared in a former part of this work. 
This letter materially influenced Worth's subsequent 
operations. 

There was a" probability that Vera Cruz would have 
to be carried by assafdt, and it could not be considered 
sure that volunteers would fight as well as they did at 
Monterey, while General Scott was confident the regu- 
lars of Worth would not deceive his expectations. He 
therefore sent for them, relying on their bayonets. Their 
number, however, was inconsiderable, being, all told, 
less than six hundred. The events of the battle of 
Buena Vista proved that Taylor was not materially 
weakened, while subsequent events at Vera Cruz showed 
how much Scott was reinforced. 





Landing of the troops at Vera Cruz— Investment of tbe citj--— 

BomlrarU men t— Surrender of the city and castle — Ceremo- 
monies of surrender. 



Scott had, on this occasion, a fine army, which w 
landed with the most admirable precision. The expe- 
rience of the two arms of the country's defence was 
united ; and the two services, forgetful of the old jea- 
lousy said to array the soldier against the sailor, strore 
not which should place itself in the most distinguished 
position, but each to do its best to advance the interest 
of the nation. Debarred from al! personal contest with 
the enemies of the country, the navy laid aside all jea- 
lousy of those whom Commodore Conner most aptly 
called " their more fortunate brethren of the army." 

General Worth, on this occasion, occupied a promi- 
nent command. He was at the head of the first line of 
the army, composed of two regiments of artillery (2d 
and 3d), and the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 8th infantry, with a 
company of volunteers from Kentucky, commanded by 
Captain Williams; another from Louisiana, by Cap- 
tain Blanchard ; and a large detachment of marine* 
from the squadron, under the veteran Captain Calvin 
Edson. Between two and three o'clock, P. M., they 
were placed in boats, and aligned on the 4th infantry, 
with which was Worth and his staff. The steamer Mas- 
sachusetts, on board of which was General Scott and 
of the most brilliant staffs that ever accompanied a 
into (he field, fired a gun as a signal. T 
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"^whole first line, four thousand strong, cheered. The 
bailors gave way with their oars, and passed the surf. 
Id a few minutes the boats touched the shallow beach, 
*he men sprang waist-deep in the water, and almost si- 
multaneously ascended the long range of sandy hills, 
"^rtiere they formed in battle array. There they cheered, 
end the whole American fleet replied. The sight was 
the most magnificent ever witnessed on the continent. 
The many foreign vessels in the offing had every yard 
crowded with spectators, anxious to observe this first 
great essay of the United States in a foreign war. The 
e was one not to be forgotten. The Mexican force, 
"which was in sight, looked on with amazement, but did 
not attack. Why they failed to do so, has ever been a 
mystery. 

The second line was a division of volunteers, safely 

nded under the command of General Patterson, of 

;rvice, with his juniors, Quitman, Shields, and 

Pillow. The reserve was placed on shore about ten, 

. M., under the command of General Twiggs. It 

nsisted of the 1st and 4th artillery ; the rifles ; the 

t, 2d, 3d, and 7th infantry, with a battery of heavy 

artillery, under Captain Taylor. 

Worth landed just at sunset, and, after a short ad- 
vance, to make room for the second division and the 
reserve, } ay on his arms , 

■*' about two, A. M., of the 10th, the enemy beat 

r j. e 9"3/-£ers of the American army, firing a heavy 

( ^ e j °t musketry into the camp. Instead of beating 

•Ion, °^ Sta II* ** captain of the 3d infantry, W. H. Gor- 

hunsejf^f faf " wrn out to reconnoitre. He soon found 

Eagfig, ^£*z~^ s cnce of the enemy, and was hailed in 

"we cA ' /V***** 1 cr examination satisfied him of theii 



% 



"V^^-*^* ®od, after a brief engagement, he sio 
k 4» £*£**£ them off. This was the first bSvh "yi 
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front of Vera Cruz. At sunrise the stoamcifli 
took position and opened her battery, and Wtkk* 
first to call out the guns of tbexnty tad atH- ft 
first and second divisions advanced tnwirfs&M*^ 
heavy Mexican force of horse and foot Ktiria*W* 
them, and from time to time taking adnnhgti* 
ground to make a stand. Worth, bowerer, linrrKk 
before him. 

At eleven o'clock, Worth took up his pantra** 1 
right or south side of the city. General Pattetwl 
passed to the centre of the line ; and, at 
o'clock, A. M., on the 11th of March, General Twflt 
with the rifles leading, completely surrounded lilir 
The whole line of operations was about eigklJ' 
long, and was completed on the 13th; on T&&M 
two mortars were landed, and on the night of tbtJ* 
the trenches were opened. On the 17th, several^ 
mortars had been landed and placed in position. 

On the 22d, at two, P. M., the city was son 
and, having refused to surrender, fire was opened^ 
it. In the meantime a naval battery had been !<* 
and after three days' constant cannonading, on llf* 
the enemy made propositions to surrender, aid A* 
next day the garrison marched out and laid doft 15 
arms. This was Scott's great achievement, and *&>* 
conspicuous was his old companion, Worth. T^J™ 
grown gray in the service of the country together, <■■ 
now had won the greatest victory ever achieved in * M " 
rica. When General Landero proposed to surreBW 
commission composed of Major-General Worth,"* 
ral Pillow, of the volunteers, and the chief en?* 
Colonel Totten, were ordered to meet others (rW* 
city, and late at night on the 27th the articles of "r 



lation were signed. It was high time, for on 
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day General Scott was prepared to carry the city by 
storm. Then there would have been no terms to treat 
for: — vte metis, but for the feeling of humanity of the 
army and general, would have been the cry- 
On the occasion of the conference in relation to 
terms, a circumstance occurred which unfolds the true 
soldierly character of Worth. Ever more prone to attach 
importance to forms than realities, die Mexicans were 
disposed to dispute about ceremonies. One member of 
the commissioners was disposed (o thwart them. Worth, 
however, came to their aid with the remark, " We have 
them so that they cannot escape. Let us be generous." 
They deserved this treatment. From the time of ihe 
opening of the trenches they had been powerless, and 
had stood a fearful cannonade and bombardment until it 
had ceased to be a virtue to resist. The Mexicans re- 
ceived honorable terms, at the same time that the inte- 
rests of the nation were not neglected. 

One imposing ceremony was to be gone through 
with, the direction of which was confided to Worth. 
The Aztec Eagle was to yield his place to the more 
daring bird of the north. 

The following were General Scott's orders on this 



" (General Orders, No. 72.) 

Abmy Head-Quarters, i 

Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, March 28. J 

1. By articles of capitulation signed and exchanged, 
the city of Vera Cruz and the casde of San Juan de 
Ulloa, with their dependencies, are to he garrisoned by 
the force of the United States to-morrow, at ten o'clock, 
A.M. 

2. In the meantime, no officer or man of said forces 
will approach either of those places nearer than our bat- 
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it plain in rear of the city. Worth was on horseback 
h his own staff, made more brilliant by many officers 
o on such an occasion could be spared from duty. 
neral Pillow was at the head of his brigade. All 
od breathless with expectation, until ten o'clock, 
en the sound of drums and trumpets was heard, and 
: Mexican army defiled from the city between the 
aerican lines, stacked its arras, and marched off. At 
y o'clock, the division was formed in column, and 
rched into the main plaza. The stars and stripes 
re run up in Fort Conception by Major Wrigkt, of 
orth's own regiment ; by Major Martin Scott, of the 
, in Fort Santiago ; and over the castle by Lieuten- 
>Colonel Belton, of the 3d artillery. As the (lags 
nt up, the guns of Duncan, which had been among 
: first discharged in the war, saluted them, and were 
iwered by every vessel of the fleet, and by manning 
: yards of all the American ships of war and trans- 
its. Then the troops in the plaza for the first time 
;ered. The whole army took up the echo, and the 
rid knew that a new authority existed in Vera Cruz, 
that time, the Mexican army was hidden from view 
lid the sinuosities of the road to the capital. After 
j surrender, General Worth assumed by order the du- 
■s of governor, and occupied the city and castle, in 
lich he found but ammunition and provisions for three 
The surrender was a necessity. 






CHAPTER VII. 

Worih appointed governor of Vera Cruz — Advance of ttein 
— Battle of Cerro Gordo — Worth's report from Perote-fc 
Boners taken at Cerro Gordo — Worth enters Puebli. 

\V,orth was appointed by General Scott goraiwrtf 
the captured city, and while the army was preparing* 
advance, devoted himself to the organization of to 
new regime. In the course of ten days, a strict disc* 
pline and thorough police had been established, and tin 
port, long closed, thrown open to coEoraerce. By to 
amenity and just administration, General Worth m»d 
the whole population of the city, Mexican and Europea 
look on the new order of things as a blessing, an 
taught them by experience what a good government w* 
so that it is scarcely probable, even after the terminauo 
of the war, that the people will consent to remain undi 
so execrable a system as they had for centuries b« 
subject to. 

By the 8th of April, all arrangements for an advanc 
had been consummated, and on that day General Twigg 
with the 1st division of regulars, moved forward towari 
the capital. 

It is difficult to form an idea of this part of Merio 
A low sandy plain, grown up with cactus and other In 
pical plants, extends from the walls of the city to tl 
foot of the mountains, three days' march from V« 
Cruz, where the tropical heat is first tempered into thi 
climate which gains for the country beyond it the ni 
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of Tierra Templada, or the temperate. Over this coun- 
try extends the Comma del Rey, or Royal Road, now 
rebaptized Camino JVacional, as the old Royal Lion of 
Louis XVI. became, under the rule of his murderers, 
the Lion of the Nation. On this road is the famous Na- 
tional Bridge, a work of stupendous art, and one of 
the strongest positions in the world — in the hands of a 
few men who were determined to fight, susceptible of 
being made a Thermopylae This position was, how- 
ever, not defended, the enemy taking possession of ano- 
ther equally strong, at Cerro Gordo, or Broad Mountain, 
where the country first begins to ascend. General 
Twiggs's (the 2d) division led the column ; Worth fol- 
lowed with his troops, and the division of volunteers 
was close in his traces. On the 16th of April, General 
Scott reached tie foot of this pass. 

The grand order published on that occasion, unfolds 
the causes of General Scott's uniform success. It shows 
the reason that he has always been a conqueror, to be, 
that Ihe possibility of defeat finds no expression in his 
Domenclature. Yet the chances of that strife were 
enough to make any one pause, except soldiers who had 
been formed in a contest wilh British troops, and kept 
in burnished preparation by a ten years' war with the 
Florida Indians, an enemy individually equal to any in 
the world. Along the rugged crest of El Cerro, Santa 
Anna, beyond all doubt a great general, had chosen 
his own position, with fifteen thousand men. The posi- 
tion was strong, but had one weak point, — it might be 
turned. The road to Jalapa at El Plan del Rio, the 

f an exhausted stream, is overhung by a series of 
ipitous cliffs, all of which had been fortified. The 

y had occupied this ridge, having a high rocky 
a one side and an impassable mountain on the 
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road iuv4f wns commanded by El Cem 

nr nearly a mile, and could be passed by to 

•am. The enemy, however, manifestly a- 

«m»Im attacked here, and did not anticipate the 

4«y of aay manorufre but the charge of the bayonet, 

Mil Si QH once determined on another coon*; 

innaetaw labor his troops opened a road around the 

ckm IrA.ahich not only escaped his fire, but placed 

the Anencu army in s *■" — ble position for attack. 

The enemy was not ioformeu u.' this until it was nearly 

completed, and immediately detached General La Vega 

urth a larije force to the works on the Mexican left. On 

the I "la. to detract attention from the movements on bis 

Aauk, Sivtt ordered Twiggs to attack a strong position 

i* iW Ml and front of the Cerro. Colonel Harney 

eoauaanded here, and at the head of the rifles (dis- 

aaountrd) and some foot carried the work in the most 

gallant manner. 

On the next day, the 18th, General Twiggs was 
ordered to follow up this advantage by an attack on the 
main work of Cerro, already much annoyed by the 
American artillery, which had been placed on the first 
post captured. Three columns were ordered simulta- 
neously with General Twiggs to attack the enemy's line. 
One of them wns to be headed by General Worth, anil 
the other two by Pillow and Shields of the volunteers. 
General Twiggs carried his work in a Style unsurpassed. 
The column was headed by Harney, who won praises 
from all by his deliberate daring. 

Worth led his command with the greatest exertions 
to the heights which commanded the enemy's left, and 
summoned the strong work in that quarter to surrender. 
General Pinzon did so, with all his forces. General 
Shields was not so fortunate, having been exposed to 
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General La Vega, who defended himself most gallantly. 
The work was, however, carried, the general being 
severely wounded in the body by a grape shot. The 
brigade was then led by Colonel Baker. General Pil- 
low only was repulsed and withdrew his men ; while 
preparing for another demonstration, the whole enemy's 
line laid down their arms. The enemy's loss was great, 
five thousand men having been taken, with four general 
officers ; one general officer of high distinction was 
killed, and the slaughter of all grades was immense. 

Santa Anna commanded in person, being at the head 
of six thousand men outside the lines, two thousand of 
whom were lancers, and eight thousand in the various 
forts. General Scott had but eight thousand men, Quit- 
man not having arrived in time to share in the engage- 
ment. Santa Anna, Ampudia, the second in command, 
and Canalize, fled precipitately, and, as the Mexican 
prisoners said, behaved most disgracefully. General 
Twiggs immediately pursued the fugitives, but without 
success, so rapid had been their flight. On the 29th of 
April, General Twiggs wrote the despatch of the opera- 
tions of his division from Jalapa. Worth in the mean- 
time had captured the strong castle and town of Perote, 
without resistance, and on the 22d of April, wrote the 
following communication : 

" Head-Quarters First Division, > 
Perote, April 22d, 1847. j 
Sir: I have the honor to report, for the information 
of the general-in-chief, that ray division occupied the 
castle and town of Perote at twelve M., to-day, without 
resistance — the enemy having withdrawn the night before 
last, and yesterday evening — leaving Colonel Velasquez, 
b commissioner on behalf of the Mexican government, 
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to turn over the armament of the castle, consisting of 
fifty-four guns and mortars, iron and bronze, of various 
calibres, in good service condition, eleven thousand and 
sixty-five cannon-balls, fourteen thousand three hundred 
bombs and hand grenades, and five hundred muskets. 

In the retreat hence, the enemy carried away no ma- 
teriel of war. No force has passed, embodied, except 
some three thousand cavalry in deplorable plight, headed 
by the recreant Ampudia. The infantry — some two 
thousand — passed in small bodies, generally without 
arms. The few having any, sold them, whenever a pur- 
chaser could be found, for two or three reals. The route 
and panic is complete, and the way opened. A stand 
may be made at Puebla, but doubted. These are the 
fruits of the victory at Cerro Gordo. 

The fortress affords quarters for two thousand troops 
and their officers, with ample store-houses, hospitals, 
&c., &c, and a supply of good water within the walls. 

The Generals Landero and Morales, confined in 
Perote for the affair at Vera Cruz, as also some Ameri- 
can prisoners, were allowed to go at large on the retire- 
ment of the garrison. I have several of the latter 
belonging to the South Carolina regiment, captured near 
Vera Cruz. Lieutenant Rogers, of the navy, had been 
previously sent to the capital. 

I have the honor, &c., 

W. J. WORTH, 
Brevet major-general commanding 
To Captain H. L. Scott, acting assistant | 
adjutant-genera!; head-quarters, Jalapa." ( 

The number of prisoners taken at Cerro Gordo was 
immense. But few who were within the intrenchments 
escaped. Santa Anna kept a large corps of reserve out- 
side the batt>""" ill of whom fled with him. Thev* 
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cavalry was severely felt in ihe pursuit of the fugitives. 
It cannot be doubted, if General Twiggs had had a ca- 
valry force of one thousand, he would have captured 
Santa Anna and his whole army. The officers who were 
taken prisoners were the bravest and best in the Mexican 
army. General Jarrero is an old and experienced officer, 
who has long commanded the castle of Perote ; and 
when the Texan prisoners were confined in that gloomy 
fortress, treated them with great kindness and generosity 
— a claim for considerate treatment not likely to be dis- 
regarded by General Scott. 

On the 15th of May, General Worth entered the an- 
cient city of Puebla, one of the seats of power of vice- 
regal Mexico, with legends connecting the story of the 
christianizing of Mexico with the old Aztec legends and 
mythology. 

A long delay here ensued, caused partly by the fact 
that the government had not reinforced General Scott, 
and had sent to him an incubus in the shape of a sub- 
ordinate officer of the state department, for the nonce 
dignified with the authority of Commissioner of the 
United States to the Mexican Republic. This function- 
ary made a brilliant failure, and finally it was necessary 
for General Scott to act out his own phrase, " conquer 
a peace." 





« i - ' tarn Terai or A* Lago * Com0 * 

^se -^r'.'.-rJ-.-.-.r » 4* renaams of *e Aztec 
TV na«*i item Pwbfc* to 4k capital is one 
i *k wrmttk of each bill valleys and 
3 other until 
Occwuetalrv. far beyond die flank- 
was see*, who, when pursued, be- 
caaw Vast a* A* i«r^sc and bore to his companions intel- 
figenre dW Ae Anaeri ea n i array was on the. advance. 
ftpoeateped. a Tofcano before the native Mexican an- 
nals began, md minor craters, wen seen on the sonth. 

Oa the second day's march, the general- in-chief, with 
bis body-gaard. composed of a troop of the 1st dragoons, 
and coaunanded by Captain Pfaibp Kearney, of that re- 
ggae*, took perso nal com mand <# the advance . The 
mad lay orer dark reaneas- and running streams, where 
aalraaac rocks rose above each other, and every detour 
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might have been made a fortress. The forests were 
primeval, interspersed with lakes, which more than once 
recalled to the army recollections of New England 
and of the western frontier of the country, to which na- 
ture has been so prodigal of these beauties. At the end 
of the third day, the Bio Frio was passed, and the army 
ascended the hill, from which it looked into the beauti- 
ful valley of Mexico. This vaunted defile was passed, 
and the officers of engineers looked back in wonder on 
the Titanic rocks piled one above another, recalling the 
fable of Pelion and Ossa. Vast trunks of trees were 
piled here one above another, sharp and gnarled limbs 
were^collected on the road side, showing conclusively 
that the enemy had purposed making a stand here ; — 
they did not, and hereafter their countrymen will ask 
why. All the elements of defence were there, except 
stout arms and brave hearts ; and there is little doubt, if 
Valencia had taken position with the six thousand men at 
the head of whom he was then retreating to Mexico, a 
battle more serious to the American army than that of 
Cerro Gordo must have ensued. He was, however, a 
day's march in advance. At the end of the third day, 
the army encamped at the foot of the mountain, from 
the summit of which was seen the table-land of Mexico ; 
and on the next night encamped at Ayotla, a few miles 
from Lake Chalco — only fifteen miles from Mexico. 

So fai the army had marched along el Camino del 
Rty, rechristened the National Road — a vast work, con- 
structed in the palmy days of the Spanish viceroys, upon 
the basis of some old Aztec work. So far the advance 
of the army under Scott and Twiggs had proceeded, 
and a halt was made until General Worth should arrive 
with his regulars, and the volunteer divisions of Quitman 
and Pillow should reach them. Between the army and 
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.aire Tezcuco and the marshes around it 

: \ id thenceforward was composed, in a great 

seways made heroic in Mexico by the tra- 

noche triste and the conquest by Coriez. 

commanded by El Pefion, a lofty exhaust- 

■ak, with a natural breastwork of rock en- 

>ad. This position had been completely 

nla Anna. One side was inaccessible by 

s rest ^»^ h«»n madu m by art. Batteries, in all 

uuung fifty gum. ilibres, had been placed 

on its sides, and a deep mtcn, i =nty-four feet wide and 

ten deep, filled with water, had oeen cut connecting the 

two flanks already surrounded by marshes. On this side 

Santa Anna had twenty-five th usand men, against an 

American force of nine thousan- men, all told. 

On the 22d, a reconnoissance was made by the gene- 
ral-! n- chief and engineers ; all of whom pronounced an 
attack impracticable, as five thousand men would be 
killed before the enemy would feel a blow. A far- 
ther reconnoissance was ordered, and another road pass- 
ing south of the Camino del Rey was discovered. 
When, however, within five miles of the city, a second 
series of defences, consisting of five batteries, was disco- 
vered at Mexicalsingo. This latter reconnoissance was 
made by the engineers, and pronounced by General 
Scott, certainly not prone to idle flattery, " the baldest 
reconnoissance made during the war." In the mean- 
time, General Worth, with his division of regulars, bad 
advanced to a position called Chalco, immediately on 
the lake of the same name. 

General Worth had thrown out many examining par- 
ties, and had ascertained the existence of a road around 
the left of Lake Chalco, to the west gate of Mexico, 
which had pot been fortified. He hastened to communi- 
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cate the fact to Scott, and the two concurred in thinking 
the matter should at once be taken advantage of. 

On the morning of the 14th, the whole army ad- 
vanced, the brigade of Brevet Brigadier-General Smith 
acting as a rear-guard. It was composed of the rifles, 
1st artillery, and the 3d infantry, with Taylor's battery. 
As the rear-guard, marching slowly along, came up with 
the train, news came to General Twiggs that a force of 
about five thousand men were trying to cross the road 
between them and the train, in order to cut it off The 
army was then passing through a small village which, 
by a curious coincidence, was called Buena Vista. On 
its left were vast fields of half-ripened barley, through 
which the enemy's column advanced in beautiful order. 
The American line of battle was at once deployed, oc- 
cupying a position between the enemy and the moun- 
tains. The strong point of General Scott's tactics is the 
fact that he never conceives defeat possible, and acts 
always as if gifted with prescience. No Mexican gene- 
ral, however, ever drew up a line of battle without provi- 
sion for retreat. This is the reminiscence of an old world 
strategy, for which the new art of war makes no provi- 
sion. In the old tactics of Steuben, is a chapter of 
the drill to teach soldiers how to ground arms grace- 
fully ; an exercise never performed but when an army 
surrenders. This was performed by three words of 
command and thirteen motions. General Scott never 
conceived that an American army would ground its 
arms, and therefore omitted it in his manual. Mexico 
still, however, follows the traditional art of war, so that 
Santa Anna has twice complained, though he defeated 
Taylor at Buena Vista and Scott at Plan del Rio, both 
were so ignorant that they did not know he had gained a 
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nearer the capital, where Santa Anna was said to be with 
twenty thousand men. When we arrived at San Juan, 
the men were told to sling their blankets across their 
shoulders, put their knapsacks into their wagons, and to 
put two days' bread and beef in their haversacks. When 
this order came, all knew that the time had come. The 
officers arranged their effects, put on their old coats, and 
filled their haversacks and flasks. Soon we were all 
ready for anything but a thrashing. We here heard 
the position of ihe enemy, which was nearly as follows: — 
Santa Anna with twenty thousand men was at San 
Augustine; Valencia with ten thousand was at a hill 
called Contreras, which commanded another road par- 
allel to the San Augustine road, but which led into it 
between the city and Santa Anna. Now, by cutting 
a road across, if wc could whip Valencia, we could 
follow the road up and thus get in between Santa Anna 
and Mexico, and whip him too. General Worth, sup- 
ported by General Quitman, was to keep Santa Anna 
in check, while Twiggs, backed by Pillow, was to try 
and astonish Valencia, which you will see he did very 
effectually. Pillow, with some of the ten regiments, 
was to cut the road. We left San Juan about one 
o'clock, not particularly desiring a fight so late in the 
day, but still not shunning it, in case we could have a 
respectable chance. About two P. M., as we had 
crawled to the top of a hill, whither we had ourselves 
been pulling Magruder's battery and the mountain 
howitzers, we suddenly espied Valencia fortified on a hill 
about two hundred yards off, and strongly reinforced 
by a column which had just come out of the city. We 
lay down close, to avoid drawing their fire, while the 
battery moved past at a full gallop. Just then General 
Vol. II 18 
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an ensign of rifles he distinguished himself on the 
northern lakes, stood in the centre of his square, with 
his sharp eye and peculiar intonation awing into quiet 
every other voice, and added a new laurel to his chaplet. 
At one time Riley's regiment was in rear of the enemy. 
The commander-in-chief had, however, become appre- 
hensive about his safety, and General Cadwaladerof the 
volunteer service was ordered to support him. Before, 
however, General Cadwalader arrived, the cavalry hail 
been defeated. In front of the American army was 
"Valencia, strongly intrenched; and so completely had 
General Scott outgeneralled the Mexican, that he was 
unaware of the approach of the main American army. 
Mendoza, with a column of six thousand, was in the 
road, but thinking the Americans to be friends. On our 
right was a large range of hills, whose continued crest 
was parallel to the road, and in which were formed in 
line of battle five thousand of the best Mexican cavalry. 

The order of battle of Valencia has already been re- 
ferred to, and it was routed by the determined bravery 
of the American troops. The dragoons in this action 
could do little, the ground being as broken as possible. 

The enemy were immediately beyond a Mexican 
village, as strong as most of them are; through this was 
a pathway near the main road, and parallel to it; in it 
the brigades of Smith and Riley bivouacked. During 
the night Shields's division come up and encamped, as 
also did General Cadwalader, who occupied a position 
next to the enemy. The army passed the night in the 
cold and rain without food, and rejoiced at the word 
fall in, given at three in the morning. 

The following was the topography of the battle-field : 
The enemy's works were on a hill side, behind which 
rose other and slightly higher hills, separated by deep 
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a vines and gullies, and intersected by streams. 

*fcolc (ace of the country was of stiff clay, which 
red it almost impossible to advance. The American 

,.te was about a quarter of a mile from the enemy's 

works, Riley's brigade on the right. At about four, the 
army marched through a thick orchard, which effectually 
concealed it, even had it not been dark, debouching into 
a deep ravine, which ran within about five hundred 
jards of the work, directly in rear and out of sight of 
their batteries. At dawn of day, all was ready for at- 
tack. On the right, and opposite the right of their 
work, was Riley's brigade of the 2d and 1st infantry 
and 4th artillery, next the rides, then the 1st artillery 
and 3d infantry. In the rear of the American left was 
Cadwalader's brigade, as a support, with Shields's bri- 
gade in rear, as a reserve ; the whole division under 
command of General Smith, in the absence of General 
Twiggs. They had a gradual descent to the enemy's 
work, with the brow of the hill as a natural glacis. At 
dawn of day the attack was made, Riley leading. The 
Mexicans immediately fired, but too high, and after one 
rush the defences were carried. It was effected just in 
time, for scarcely had the parapet been carried, when 
the Mexican lancers appeared. They saw at once that 
all was lost, and retired precipitately. All now became 
one scene of confusion, as the American army, pushing 
on its pursuit, found it was impossible to direct the bat- 
teries on the retreating mass, for fear of destroying our 
own men. Colonel Riley, with-the 2d, pursued towards 
the city. So total was the rout, tbat it is said, on one 
occasion, five hundred Mexicans surrendered to thirty 
men without any officer. 

The enemy's position was stronger even than had 
been anticipated, and their artillery also stronger and 
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better. The American loss was small — accounted for 
by their perfect surprise at our charge. Our loss was — 
one officer killed (Captain Hanson, of the 7th infantry), 
and Lieutenant Van Buren, of the rifles, shot through the 
leg ; and about fifty men killed and wounded. The Mexi- 
can force consisted of eight thousand men under Valencia, 
with a reserve, which had not yet arrived, under Santa 
Anna. Their loss, as since ascertained, was as follows : 
■ — Killed and huried since the fight, seven hundred and 
fifty; wounded, one thousand ; and fifteen hundred pri- 
soners, exclusive of officers, including four generals — 
Salas, Mendoza, Garcia, and Guadalupe — in addition 
to dozens of colonels, majors, captains, &c. General 
Smith, who commanded, captured in all on the hill, 
twenty-two pieces of cannon, including five eight inch 
howitzers, two long eighteens, three long sixteens, and 
several of twelve and eight inches, and also the two 
identical six-pounders captured by the Mexicans at 
Buena Vista, taken from Captain Washington's battery 
of the 4th artillery. The first officer who saw them 
happened to be the officer of the 4th selected by Gene- 
ral Scott to command the new battery of that regiment, 
Captain Drum. In addition were taken immense quan- 
tities of ammunition and muskets; in fact, the way was 
strewed with muskets, escopets, lances, and flags, for 
miles. Large quantities of horses and mules were also 
captured, though large numbers were killed. 

Thus ended the battle of Contreras, which established 
the reputation of General Smith. One division of the 
American army, two thousand strong, had routed eight 
thousand Mexicans, in sight of another force of twenty 
thousand men and the national capital. The road to 
Mexico was not, however, yet opened. 



CHAPTER EL 




the nmy wis famed 
Before it hid 
i from both flanks, and 
to deploy. Itwwcfr 
in contact with the 
^V 9Mt^ ilm\ is AnveB through Sm Angoo. 
A haifc wife mttmv m» Aft sdraMC was igirn fired €■ 
*>** *w Am s A rf Sham Catalma, m the hamlet of the 
***w TJtne. TVf party was at once dispersed; our 
»* • 'nac.inr ,Tt ^jeir r*ir mi cntdn^ them down, until 
* ^is^-w^* ,t* £r*M**sacc ~ca a. large piece in front 
*!*•* ^itMt **«; x* r*e W tr«™«» tx this short space of 
*■* ** ^w kiEevL %a rra?oers taken, and a 
cif>ciu*t£». who& was carried the rest of 




$«»€ «* Gemsa! Wcrfr cade a de- 
*** ^* Xxanmr^ & scrrm? week immediately 
^^^** *» JCGT3K&. the eaemj retired 
*>w»uLu.»£ anmegsa&Ae — so. alas! had 
CZfaow Cec- Gcrf?. ami Monterev. 



^ w * / iwafei fcaeaesda or farm- 

J^ *5 * *ajk imfjUK wail en all sides. 

^ ^*^^ * ,fi "»fc *g rx€ of which 



GENERAL WORTH. 369 

a stone church, still higher than the rest, and having a 
large steeple. The wall was pierced with loop-holes, 
and so arranged that there were two tiers of men firing 
at the same time. They thus had four different ranges 
of men firing at once, and four ranks were formed on 
each range, and placed at such a height that they could 
not only overlook ail the surrounding country, but at the 
same time they had a plunging fire upon the attacking 
force. Outside the hacienda, and completely command- 
ing the avenues of approach, was a field-work extending 
around two sides of the work, and protected by a deep, 
wet ditch, and armed with seven large pieces. This 
hacienda is at the commencement of the causeway lead- 
ing to the western gate of the city, and had to be passed 
before getting on the road. About three hundred yards 
in the rear of this work another field-work had been 
built, where a cross road meets the causeway, at a point 
where it crosses a river, thus forming a bridge-head, or 
tete depont. This was also very strong, and armed with 
three very large pieces of cannon. The works were sur- 
rounded on every side by large corn-fields, which were 
filled with the enemy's skirmishers, so that it was diffi- 
cult to make a reconnoissance. An attack was there- 
fore at once ordered, to clear the way to the causeway. 
At one P. M-, General Twiggs attacked the side opposite 
the fort, while Worth advanced on the tete de pmit, and 
ailer a fight of an hour and a half, carried it. Pillow 
and Quitman attacked the left, between the causeway 
and Twiggs'B command. The dismounted rifles were 
on the left and rear of the work, with orders to attack. 
neral Pierce gave way. The enemy fought well, and 
I fire was terrific. From their elevated position, 
' could see everything which was done, and thus 
i a great advantage. 
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Three of the guns were manned by the companiei 
of St. Patrick, of the Mexican foreign legion, the »!■ 
diers of which were exclusively deserters from the Ame- 
rican army during the war. They fought well, andweit 
said to be better than any other troops of the gams* 
Thrice during the action they pulled down the whin 
flag of surrender, and shot down many of the America 
officers who were personally known to them. TitJ 
were finally surrounded, made prisoners, and confined, 
to await a trial on the high charges of deserting lint 
colors and treason against the United States. Afteri 
contest of three hours, the enemy gave way. Captain 
Phil. Kearney immediately dashed over the Me depot, 
and pursued them almost to the city. When withini 
few hundred yards of the gate, a fire was opened on bin, 
and this gallant young officer lost an arm. He is a W- 
phew of the distinguished general of the same name,! 
soldier from choice, and one of the wealthiest men inthe 
army. Many officers of distinction were killed and 
wounded in this second affair; among whom were Colo- 
nel Butler, of South Carolina, and seven officers of the 
regular army. The volunteers also suffered greatly. Tbf 
official returns give our loss in killed and wounded n 
eleven hundred and fifty, besides officers. The Mexican 
loss was, five hundred killed in the second batde, one 
thousand wounded, and eleven hundred prisoners, ex- 
clusive of officers. Three more generals were taken; 
among them General Rincon, and Anaya, the provi- 
sional president ; also, ten pieces of cannon, and an im- 
mense amount of ammunition and stores. Santa Anna, 
in his report, states his loss to be, in killed, wounded, 
and missing, twelve thousand. He has only eighteen 
thousand left, out of thirty thousand which be 



which he con- 



GENERAL WORTH. 271 

nanded when the American army advanced on the capi- 
at Thus ended the 20th of August, 1847. 

On the next day General Scott advanced on the city, 
xpecting to reach Tacubaya before night. Santa Anna 
etreated before him and took refuge, it is said, under 
ae walls of the collegiate church of Guadalupe. When 
t Coyhoacan, a flag of truce met him, sent forward at 
tie instance of the British embassy, undoubtedly in the 
onfidence of the Mexican authorities. He then made 
lem a reply, and advanced to Tacubaya, where he oc- 
upied the palace of the good old archbishop of Mex- 
50. The land lay before him. It was as it were in his 
and ; and, had he but spoken the word, the famous 
difices of Mexico, its palaces and churches, its con- 
ents and colleges, had been before the fire of the Ame- 
ican mortars as utterly things of yesterday, as the old 
alaces and halls of Montezuma. At this crisis the 
rdor of the successful soldier gave way to the Christian 
jeling of the Pacificator. This is glory; and though 
nder the auspices of the president's "confidential 
lerk," Mr. Trist,' the negotiation failed, the honor of 
aving attempted it, is emphatically General Scott's. 
"he history of the correspondence of the Mexican and 
.merican negotiators will be given in the next chapter. 
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rioMfi o£:: lo negotiate — Diplomatic correspondence — Failure 
of tbe nt-^-oiiatioris, and recommence ment of hostililies. 

Of the 21st, General Scott offered to treat with tbe 
Mexican authorities, the consequence of which was, 
that the Mexican government in cabinet adopted the fol- 
lowing conditions, as bases on which their commis- 
sioners were to treat with the " attorney" of the presi- 
dent, Mr. Trist. For only in this capacity could Mr. 
Trist act, his existence being utterly unrecognised by 
any legislative act of the United States. 

" Provided, That the place of conference ought to be 
intermediate between tbe two armies. 

Provided, equaily, That before entering upon negoti- 
ations, the American commissioner should acknowledge 
the right of deliberation on the part of Mexico, that is: 
whether the intention of the United States has been to 
aggrandize its territory — why do they not remain con- 
tented with that which they already occupy? If that 
which he has come to seek in the capital is our consent 
and sanction to their demands, they ought to desist from 
what cannot be conceded — in any other event, they can 
proceed as they have begun, and the war will continue. 

1. Tbe independence of Texas shall be acknowledged 
upon consideration of an indemnification. 

2. It is understood by Texas, the territory known by 
this name after the treaties of 1819, and when it formed 
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part of Uie stales of Coahuila and Texas ; and by no 
means the territory comprehended between the Nueces 
and Bravo rivers, which the congress of the pretended 
Texans declared belonged to it. 

3. The evacuation of all the Mexican republic of 
which tbey are in occupation, and the raising the block- 
ade, leaving free our ports, shall be a condition of treat- 
ing upon any other portion of territory. 

4. Upper California can be a subject of negotiation. 

5. In no event shall the parallel of twenty-six de- 
grees be made the boundary, which would cause the 
republic tc4ose all New Mexico, almost all of Durango, 
all of Sonora, part of Sinaloa, and almost all of Upper 
California ; the concession of a part, should it be San 
Francisco, shall be yielded as a factory, never as a 
boundary. 

6. A settled indemnification for the port of San Fran- 
cisco, and a way of communication to Oregon. 

7. The same for the injuries, prejudices, and extra- 
ordinary expenses of this war, made in the territory of 
the republic, as it is that for which they come to nego- 
tiate, and which has brought them to the capital. 

8. The same for that which the families of Matamo- 
ns, Monterey, Vera Cruz, and other cities, towns, and 
villages of the republic, have suffered in consequence of 
the war. 

9. The same for the depredations committed by their 
troops. 

10. The same for those committed by their bands of 
foragers, whose licentious conduct has violated the laws 
of nations. 

11. There shall be presented for payment as well the 
cost of liquidation as that of the reclamations which have 
been made. 
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It needed no ghost to say that on such bases peace 
could not be concluded. It is a matter of much con- 
gratulation to all who love the army, that amid the 
conference which ensued the name of no officer occurs ; 
and that the government did not insult the laurels won 
on a recent battle-field, by compelling a soldier to sue 
for peace with a conquered enemy. The idea itself was 
absurd ; a victorious army in front of the capital with 
sword and sabre reeking with the enemy's blood, was 
halted to enable the conqueror to ask for forgiveness. 

The following were Mr. Trist's letter to the Mexican 
minister of foreign affairs, and the Mexican's answer ; 
certainly written with the most distinguished consider- 
ation, but with little regard to the dignity of the United 
States. The question may here be asked, with what 
propriety did Mr. Trust, a commissioner only, arrogate 
to himself the forms of the code which regulate the letters 
of a plenipotentiary. It is certain that his illustrious 
connexion, Mr. Jefferson, the greatest plenipotentiary 
of the age or century ; Mr. Crawford, so successful in 
his intercourse at a time when all the world" except the 
United States was at war; John Quincy Adams, or Mr. 
Cass, would not have committed so great a faux pas. 

"TAci'BiYi, August 25, 1847. 
The undersigned, commissioner appointed by the 
United States of America, near the United Mexican 
States, invested with full power to treat and confer 
with whatever persons who may be equally authorized 
by the Mexican government, and to negotiate and con- 
clude with them a lasting treaty of peace, friendship, 
and boundaries between the two republics, takes the 
liberty of calling die attention of his excellency, the 
minister of relations of Mexico, to the military conven- 
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dersigned offers the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 

(Signed) J. R. PACHECO." 

"Tacubaya, Auguet 26, 1847. 

The undersigned, commissioner of the United States 
of America, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of the note of the most excellent Seflor Pacheco, in 
which he informs him that the commissioners upon the 
part of Mexico, will meet him for the purpose of nego- 
tiation, to-morrow at four o'clock in the evening, at the 
village of Atzcopozalco, that being an intermediate point 
between the respective forces of the two nations, if the 
undersigned should not consider it inconvenient 

The undersigned has the honor to state, in reply, that 
he accepts with pleasure this invitation, in the confident 
hope that this first interview wdl be promptly followed 
by the satisfactory arrangement of all the differences be- 
tween the sister republics. 

He has the honor to renew to Seflor Pacheco, the 
assurances of his distinguished consideration. 

(Signed) N. P. TRIST. 

To S. E. D. J. R. Pachkco, minister of i 
relations of the Mexican republic." j 

It is worthy of remark, that never, since the inde- 
pendence of Mexico, have plenipotentiaries of that 
country and the United States met, that the former have 
not won the advantage. The triumph of Onis in rela- 
n to the Sabine, and the mistakes of our own minir- 
jsa/jd Shannon, are strong examples of this. 
Tfcans were aware that they had regained by 
^">eir generals had lost in the field, and 
1 of an empire lay at the mercy of 
! president and general of its defeated 
»ade the following statement; 




" Aogu=t 25, 1847. 
aimistice which the general of the army asked, 
een agreed to, and it being necessary to appoint 
i uw part of the Mexican government, commis- 
efs, who should hear — nothing more — the proposi- 
-* of peace which the commissioner of the United 
n might wish to make in the name of his govern- 
~-.i, Don Jose Joaquin de Herrera, deputy-general, 1). 
Antonio Monjardin, magistrate of (he supreme court, 
and D. Antonio Garay, were appointed, sending them at 
the same time the notilioation of their appointment, in 
which they were notified to meet to-morrow at eleven 
o'clock, a; the ministry of relations, to proceed with the 
minister to the residence of the president, in order to 
receive their instructions, agreed to in ministerial council. 
The minister of relations will form a memorandum, 
which the commissioners will take with them, and which 
the president will place in their hands. By this they 
shall be restricted to their true mission, which, for the 
present, is no other than to hear the propositions of 
peace which the government of the United States pre- 
tend to make the Mexican government, immediately 
makbg known to it (the Mexican government) the con- 
tents of the propositions, that they may be duly exam- 
ined, and that the president and his ministers may act 
upon them. The government will reserve to itself to 
give to the commissioners sufficient instructions to enter 
upon the preliminaries of the negotiation, consulting the 
minister of relations as far as may be necessary to the 
discharge of their commission, and certainly not agree- 
"»g to anything without the previous approbation of the 
government." 

The minister of war wrote the following note to 
G* 1 "^ Herrera: 
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" August 25, 1847. 

Most Excellent SeHor : The armistice asked by the 

leral-in-chief of the American troops, being entered 
into, commissioners are now being named to hear the 
propositions of peace which that nation wishes to make 
through its commissioner, and the most excellent presi- 
dent having full knowledge and confidence in the patri- 
otism and other good qualites which adorn you, has 
named you, in conjunction with J}. Antonio Fernandez 
Monjardin and D. Antonio Garay, who were known to 
possess the highest qualifications. 

As in the critical circumstances in which the country 
is at present placed, none of her sons should be deaf to 
her calls, the president does not doubt that you and the 
above designated gentlemen will lend yourselves willing- 
ly to the discharge of this interesting service, and there 
are hopes that at eleven o'clock to-morrow morning you 
will assemble at the ministry, from which you will pro- 
ceed to the residence of the first magistrate of the re- 
public, who will communicate to you the instructions 
which have been agreed upon in ministerial council. 

With this view, I reiterate to you the assurance of 
my consideration. God and Liberty ! 

PACHECO." 

And Herrera, a shrewd man and a soldier, replied 
as follows : 

"Mexico, August 25, 1847. 

Most Excellent Sir : By your favor of to-day, I have 
been informed that the roost excellent president has 
been pleased to appoint me in connexion with D. Anto- 
nio Fernandez Monjardin and D. Antonio Garay, to 
hear the propositions of peace which the commissioner 
of the United States may wish to make. As a Mexi- 
Vol. II. 19 
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can, desiring the good of my country, I shall st 
you, that finding myself at the head of the gow 
in the year 1845, when the government of the Hi 
Slates sent a commissioner to arrange the d 
which, through the Texas question, disturbed ibrl» 
roony which should have existed between the t* 
publics, for the single act of being willing to listen to* 
propositions, my administration was calumniated 10M1 
most atrocious manner— this act alone causing tit «* l* r - 
lution which deprived me of the command — andttri'l*'- 
part in the same question at this day would caused I -' 
newal of the calumnies which then assailed me. I** 

Other reasons could be given to excuse me, tat' I* 
appears to me that this exposition will be sufficieri* \* 
cause the most excellent president to admit my declttV 
sion of the honorable commission which he has b» \ 
pleased to impose upon me. 

I have the honor to assure you of my appreciate | 
and consideration. God and Liberty ! 

JOSE J. de HERRERA. 
To the most excellent minister of relatione, ) 
D. Jose Ramon Pacheco." 

The following letter again presses Herrera to accef* 
the commission ! 

"Mexico, August 26, 181". 

Most Excellent Sir : I have laid before the most ex- 
cellent president your favor dated yesterday, in wht<A 
you excuse yourself from accepting the office of com- 
missioner to hear the propositions which the government 
of the United States wished to make through its com- 
missioner, and he has commanded me to say in a 
which I have the honor to do, that the same r 
which you urge for your refusal were those v 
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himself entertained for appointing you. It is proved by 
this, that two distinct administrations, in different cir- 
cumstances, have come to concur in an - essential point, 
which is, the propriety of hearing propositions which 
are offered with a view to terminate the evils of war. 
His excellency continues to insist in his desire that you 
will take upon yourself the conduct of this most grave 
and delicate negotiation, for which he invokes your well 
known patriotism, and the good disposition you have 
always manifested to serve the republic. 

You will see by the subjoined communication, which 
to-day I direct to Don Nicholas P. Trist, that the meet- 
ing ought to take place at four o'clock to-morrow eve- 
ning, at the village of Atzcopozalco, and the president 
will deliver to you the instructions by which it should 
be regulated. 

I reiterate to you the assurances of my especial con- 
sideration. God and Liberty! 

PACHECO. 
To the most excellent general of division, ) 
D. Jose Joaqcjn de Hehhera." j 

General Herrera, after this, contrary to his own incli- 
nation, accepted the appointment The following offi- 
cial order was subsequently published : 

"August 27, 1847. — The following persons are to- 
day appointed commissioners, D. Jose Bernardo Couto, 
and D. Miguel Atristain ; so that the commission will be 
composed of the following persons : The most excellent 
general of the division, D. Jose Joaquin de Herrera; 
D. Jose Bernardo Couto ; general of the brigade, Don 
Ignacio Mora y Villamil; D. Miguel Atristain ; secre- 
tary and interpreter, D. Juse Miguel Arroyo." 

The next important document is from the president 
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me United Stales ; and it is remarkable that em on 
! face of this document, be assumes the responsibility, 
nng it with no cabinet or congress, only ■with bis 



1KB* K POLX, President of the United Slates of Amino, 

ail those to irhoin these presents may come, Greeting: 
Know ye, That, desirous of re-establishing peace, 
narinony, and good relations between the United Slates 
of America and the United Mexican States ; to remoTe 
all grounds of disgust, having especial confidence in the 
integrity, prudence, and talents of Sefior Don Nicholas 
P. Trist, we have named him commissioner of the Uni- 
ted States to the Mexican republic, and invested him, in 
the fullest and most complete manner, with ample power 
and authority, in the name of the United States, to meet 
and confer with any person or persons who shall have 
similiar authority from the republic of Mexico, and be- 
tween them to negotiate and conclude an arrangement 
of the ilitlerences which exist between the two countries 
— ■> treat)' of peace, amity, and lasting -boundaries be- 
tween tlif United States of America and the Mexican 
nation — for the definitive settlement of all reclamations 
of the citizens and government of the United States 
■ig.niist the government of that nation, and of all recla- 
m.i.ui'is of that government and its citizens against the 
I ""led States, atl d in like manner to determine the 
imits and boundaries between the United States of 
America and the United States of Mexico, and all other 
"''""l ani1 things suitable for negotiation, and bearing 
liw n ' " ln,erests of bo,1 » nations, transmitting and de- 
ntuW " Hld convention » w hen it shall be concluded, for 
with t'he 0t !t '° the P resident of ,he United States, by and 
avice an <l consent of the senate. 
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In testimony whereof, this document is sealed with 
the seal of the United States. 

Done and executed under my band, in the city of 
Washington, on this the 15th day of April, in the year 
of our Lord 1847, and in the seventy-first year of the 
Independence of the United States. 

JAMES K. POLK, 
■ President of the United Stales. 

James Buchanan, t 
Secretary of State." j 

" Project of a treaty presented by the American commissioner on 
the 271/i, at Atzcopozalto. 

Article I. There shall be a firm and universal peace 
between the United States of America and the United Mex- 
ican States, and between their respective countries, ter- 
ritories, cities, towns, and villages, without exception of 
places or persons. All hostilities by sea and land shall 
definitively cease, as soon as the ratifications of this 
treaty shall be made and exchanged by both parties. 

Article II. All the prisoners of war made by both 
parties, as well by sea as land, shall be returned as soon 
as practicable after the exchange of the ratifications of 
this treaty. And, further, if there be at present any 
Mexican citizens, held captives by the Comanches or 
any other savage tribe of Indians, within the limits of the 
United States, as the same are defined by this treaty, 
the government of the United States will require the re- 
storation of such captives, and their liberty to return to 
their homes in Mexico. 

Article III. So soon as this treaty shall have been duly 
ratified by the United Mexican States, it shall be made 
known with the least delay to the commanders of the 
forces by sea and land, of both parties; and in conse- 
quence there shall be a suspension of hostilities as well 
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by sea as by land, as well on (he part of the military ami 
naval forces of the United States, as on those of lie 
United Mexican States; and the said suspension of hos- 
tilities shall be inviolably observed by both parties. Im- 
mediately after the exchange of ratifications of rht 
present treaty, all the forts, territories, places and p» 
sessions, whatsoever they may be, which have been 
taken by Uie United States from the United Mexican 
States during the war, except such as are comprehended 
within the limits of the United States, as the same re- 
main defined by Article 4 of this treaty, shall be re- 
turned without delay, and without causing any destruc- 
tion or extraction of artillery, or of any other public 
property whatever, originally captured in said forts or 
places, and which remain in them when the ratifications 
of this treaty shall be exchanged ; and io the same man- 
ner all the forts, territories, &c. 

Article IV. The dividing line between the two 
republics shall commence in the Gulf of Mexico, three 
leagues from land, in front of the mouth of the Rio 
Grande ; thence along the middle of said river to the 
point where it touches the southern line of New Mexico ; 
thence westward along the southern limit of New 
Mexico to the southwest angle of the same; thence 
northward along the western line of New Mexico to 
where the siime is cut by the first branch of the river 
Gila ; if it be not cut by any branch of said river, then 
to a point in said line nearest the said branch ; ami 
thence in a direct line to the same, and downward by 
the middle of said branch, and of the said river Gila, 
until it empties into the Rio Colorado ; thence down- 
ward by the middle of the Colorado, and by the middle 
of the Gulf of California, to the Pacific Ocean. 

Article V. In consideration of the extension of the 



limits of the United States, as they are defined by the 
preceding article, and by the stipulations which are 
further contained in article 8, the United States abandon 
for ever against the United Mexican Stales aU- reclama- 
tion on account of the costs of the war, and besides 
agree to pay to the United Mexican States, in the city 

of Mexico, the sum of . 

Article VI. In lull consideration of the stipulations 
contained in articles 4 and 8 of this treaty, the United 
States agree to assume and pay all sums at present due 
to claimants, and those which may be hereafter estab- 
lished, according to the convention concluded between 
the two republics in the city of Mexico, on the 30tb of 
January, 1843, to provide for the payment of what shall 
be decided in favor of the claimants, according to a 
convention between the United States and the Mexican 
republic, on the 11th of April, 1839. And the United 
States equally agree to assume and pay all reclamation 
of citizens of the United States, against the government 
or the United Mexican States, not previously decided, 
to an amount not exceeding three millions of dollars, 
which have arisen prior to the 13th of May, 1846, and 
which shall be adjudged to be due by a commission 
established by the government of the United Stales, 
whose decisions shall be definitive, and conclusive, pro- 
vided always, that in deciding on the validity of the said 
demands, the commission shall be guided and governed 
by (he principles and rules prescribed by the first and 
fifth articles of the unratified convention, concluded in 
the city of Mexico, on the 20th of November, 1843, 
and in no case shall they give judgment in favor of any 
claim not embraced by those principles and rules. And 
the United States, for the present and the future, exone- 
rate the United Mexican States, from anv of the said 
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anils whatsoever, which may be admitted or rejects! 
..aid board f commissioners, 
Article \iL If, in the opinion of the said board of 
mmissioners, or of the claimants, it shall be consi- 
ed necessary for the decision of any of the said 
is that any book, registers or documents, which 
y be in the possession or power of the United Mexi- 
Lflii States, should be examined, the commissioners or 
claimants shall make, within a period to be fixed by 
congress, a petition to that effect, to the Mexican secre- 
tary of foreign affairs, which shall be forwarded to him 
by the secretary of state of the United States, and the 
Mexican government agree to remit, with as little delay 
as possible after the receipt of said petition, whatever of 
the said books, registers, or documents may be in its pos- 
session or power, which may have been asked for from said 
secretary of state, who shall immediately lay them before 
said board of commissioners. Provided always, that 
when said petition shall be made by any of the claim- 
ants, the facts which they expect to prove by such 
books, registers, or documents, shall have been first 
stated under oath or affirmation. 

Article VIII. The government of the United Mex- 
ican States" hereby for ever concedes and guaranties to 
the government and citizens of the United States, the 
right to transport across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
from sea to sea, by whatever means of communication 
may at the time exist, whether by land or by water, free 
from all tolls or charges, all articles whatsoever, the 
natural products of the United States, or the products 
of its manufactures, or the products and manufactures 
of any country whatever, belonging to the government 
or citizens of the United States, as well as the free right 
of passage to all citizens of the United States. The 
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government of the United Mexican States equally con- 
cedes and guaranties to the government and citizens of 
the United States the same right of passage for their 
merchandise and the articles aforesaid, as it grants to its 
own citizens, by any railroad or canal, which may here- 
after be constructed across said isthmus, whether by the 
government of the United Mexican States, or by its 
authorization, paying only such tolls as may be estab- 
lished; and no other or more onerous shall be im- 
posed or collected upon the articles or merchandise 
mentioned belonging to the government and citizens of 
the United States, or on the persons of said citizens, for 
passage over said railroad or canal than shall be charged 
or collected for the same articles and merchandise be- 
longing to the government or citizens of Mexico, being 
the natural products, or the products of the manufac- 
tures of Mexico, or whatsoever foreign country, or the 
persons of its citizens. None of the said articles, be 
they what they may, which may pass over said isthmus 
from sea to sea, in either direction, whether by the pre- 
sent communications, or by any railroad and canal 
which may hereafter be made, with the object of being 
transported to any port of the United States, or of any 
foreign country, shall be subject to the payment of any 
duty whatever, whether of importation or exportation. 
The two governments by this article promise, with as 
little delay as possible, mutually to agree upon and 
establish such regulations as may be deemed necessary 
to avoid fraud and smuggling, in consequence of the 
right of way hereby granted and perpetually guarantied 
to the government and citizens of the United States. 

Article IX. All the effects, commodities, or mer- 
chandise, which have been introduced during the war, 
by whatsoever port or place of either party, by the citi- 
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AmtU Y The treaty of friendship, commerce, and 
W*vt£*t>oH, nattMM in the city of Mexico^ on the Sin 
of Aptd. W the yesr of our Lord 1831, between the 
I'afted Shirt** of America and the United Mexican 
Stahw, aad r*eh of in articlej, with the exception of the 
nddinv«al article t are hereby renewed for the term of 
v\?>\\ uw*. fivin the day of the rxrhnnge of the ratifi- 
eevim ,•! ids* ttVi>t\, with the Knmr effect and virtue as 
11 sho i, mm. I piiii thereof: it being understood that 
each .'( die .vnti.i. tint; parlies reserves to itself the right, 
nt urn Iran- rtlti i the Mid term of eight years, to terrat- 
n.. I.- tin- viiiie, I'.iMng one year's previous notice to the 

Wnrt i \l The treaty shall he approved and rati- 
lii-il l'\ (lie pioxidcnt of the United States of America, 
with the npprobniion and consent of the senate, and by 
the president of the United Mexican States, with the 
previous approbation ot' the general congress; and the 
mtilicatioiw shall he exchanged in the city of Washing- 
ton, within the period of- — — months, from the date of 
the signing the same, or sooner, if practicable." 

The projrt of the treaty having been submitted to 
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the Mexican council of ministers, they issued on the 29th 
of August, another set of instructions to the commis- 
sioners, which are in general, a repetition of those already 
given, except the two following articles : 

'< 7. In relation to the privileges solicited by the 
government of the United States to navigate the river of 
Tehuantepec, or to traffic by whatever road or way that 
may be established between the two seas, the Mexican 
government refuses absolutely all concession in this par- 
ticular ; and in the last resort can oner, at most, that the 
Mexican government will take into consideration the 
friendly relations which may be maintained by the Uni- 
ted States with the Mexican government ; and with re- 
ference to the confidence which its conduct may inspire, 
it ought not to doubt of tlie reciprocity of the Mexicans 
on the same terms as other nations. 

S. The Mexican government can in no manner con- 
sent to exempt from the payment of duties, all the effects 
introduced into its ports, proceeding from the United 
States or any other nation, since the occupation of the said 
ports by the said United States ; and it shall be a necessary 
condition to their transportation into the interior, that 
the duties be paid according to the actual tariff of the 
nation. In case the United States are compromised with 
the importers, the United States shall pay all the dulies 
of importation according to the tariff, and the merchants 
those of internal transport, consumption, &c." 

These additional instructions, on being transmitted 
to the commissioners, with instructions that in no case 
were they to treat contrary to their express tenor, they 
returned the following answer : 
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changing with your excellency on the 24th ult., stipulate 
that the army under my command shall have the privi- 
lege of obtaining supplies from the city of Mexico. 
There were repeated violations of these articles soon 
after the armistice was signed, and I have now good 
reasons for believing, that within the last twenty-four 
hours, if not before, the 3d article of the same conven- 
tion was also violated by the same parties. These 
direct breaches of good faith give to this army a full right 
to commence liostilities against Mexico without giving 
any notice. However, I will give the necessary time 
for an explanation, satisfaction, or reparation. If these 
are not given, I hereby formally notify you that if I do 
not receive the most complete satisfaction on all these 
points, before twelve o'clock to-morrow, I shall consider 
the armistice as terminated from that hour. 

I have the honor to be your excellency's obedient 
servant, 

»WINFIELD SCOTT." 
Santa Anna, skilful with the pen, replied as follows : 
" Head-Quaktehs Ahmy of Mexican Republic, j 
Mexico, September 6, 1847. \ 

To Hit Excellency General Winfield Scott, Commander-in-thief 
of the army of the United Stales. 
Sir: By the note of your excellency under this date 
I learn, with surprise, that you consider that the civil 
and military authorities of Mexico have violated articles 
7, 12, and 3 of the armistice which I concluded with 
your excellency on the 24th of last month. 

The civil and military authorities of Mexico have not 
obstructed the passage of provisions for the American 
army ; and if at times their transmission has been re- 
'ded, it has been owing to the imprudence of the 
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. -5 nts, who, without having a previous uader- 
, wiri tbe proper authorities, gave occasion for 
■Sr-, imllmati, which it has cost Ihe Mexican govern- 
It aw*cfc trouble to repress. Last night and the night 
Mt tbe eacixtt fix the provision train were ready to start, 
t wen osdy detained because Mr. Hargous, the agent, 
viced it- Tbe orders given to suspend the intercourse 
rweeo tbe two armies were addressed to private indi- 
■■thsabvaikd tot to tbe agents of the army of the United 
Stales, and wen intended purposely to expedite the 
twumbsioo of provisions to tbe army, and to confine 
the intercourse to that object exclusively. In return for 
that conduct your excellency has prevented the owners 
or managers of the grain mills in the vicinity of the city 
fawn nirawhing any dour to the city, which is a true 
bleach of the good faith your excellency had pledged me. 
It B fidse that any new work or fortification has been 
undertaken, because one or two repairs have only served 
to place them in the same condition they were in on the 
day the armistice was entered into, accident or the con- 
venience of the moment having caused the destruction 
of the then existing works. You have had early notice 
of the establishment of the battery covered with the 
mud walls of the house of Garry, in this city, and did 
not remonstrate, because the peace of two great repub- 
lics could not be made to depend upon things grave in 
themselves, but of little value compared to the result in 
which all the friends of humanity and of the prosperity 
of the American continent take so great an interest.' 

It is not without great grief and even indignation that 
I have received communications from the cities and 

• There is probably tome typographical error in this sentence, or 
a mistake in the translation. 
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villages occupied by the array of your excellency, in re- 
lation to the violation of the temples consecrated to the 
worship of God ; to the plunder of the sacred vases, and 
to the profanation of the images venerated by the Mex- 
ican people. Profoundly have I been affected by the 
complaints of fathers and husbands, of the violence of- 
fered to their daughters and wives ; and these same 
cities and villages have been sacked, not only in viola- 
tion of the armistice, but of the sacred principles 
proclaimed and respected by civilized nations. I have 
observed silence to the present moment, in order not to 
obstruct the progress of negotiations which held out the 
hope of terminating a scandalous war, and one which 
your excellency has characterized so justly as unnatural. 
But I shall desist offering apologies, because I cannot be 
blind to the truth that the true cause of die tlireals of re- 
newed hostilities, contained in the note of your excel- 
lency, is that I have not been willing to sign a treaty 
which would lessen considerably the territory of the 
republic, and not only the territory of the republic, but 
that dignity and integrity which all nations defend to 
the last extremity. And if these considerations have not 
the same weight in the mind of your excellency, the re- 
sponsibility before the world, who can easily distinguish 
on whose side is moderation and justice, will fall upon 
you. 

I flatter myself that your excellency will be convinced, 
on calm reflection, of the weight of my reasons. But 
if by misfortune, you should seek only a pretext to de- 
prive the first city of the American continent of an 
opportunity to free the unarmed population of the 
horrors of war, there will be left no other means of sal- 
vation, but to repel force by force, with the decision and 
energy which my high obligations impose upon me. 



to be year exedleBCy's humble 
I DE SANTA ANNA" 
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i AH the pr is o n er s of war taken bj either party, 
CknW W m « land, shall be returned immediately 
tfltr the fuiM treaty shall be signed. It is moreover 
agreed, that if any Mexicans shall remain captives in the 
hands of any savage tribe of Indians within the limits of 
the territory which, according to Article 4, will be ceded 
to the United States, die government of the United States 
shall cause them to be delivered up and restored to lib- 
erty and their homes in Mexico. 

3. Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications 
of this treaty, there shall be returned to the Mexican 
Republic all the forts, territories, places and possessions 
which have been taken or occupied during the present 
war, within the limits which by Article 4 will remain to 
the said Republic. There shall likewise be restored the 
artillery, stores and munitions of war which were con- 
tained in the casdes and strong places, when they fell 
into the power of the troops of the United States. In 
respect to the artillery taken without the limits of the said 
castles and strong places, there shall be returned to Mex- 



gkneAal worth. 295 

ico that part which remains in the power of the United 
States forces after the signature of the present treaty. 

4. The dividing line between the two republics shall 
commence in the Gulf of Mexico, three leagues from 
land, opposite the southern entrance of the Bay of Cor- 
pus Christi, running in a direct line within the said bay 
to the mouth of the river Nueces; thence it shall follow 
the middle of said river to its source ; from the source 
of the Nueces it shall follow a direct course, until it 
reaches the frontier of New Mexico on the east-southeast 
part ; thence it will follow the boundary of New Mexico 
by the east and northwest, until it touches latitude 37 
degrees, which will serve as a boundary of both repub- 
lics, from the point where it touches the said western 
frontier of New Mexico to the Pacific Ocean. The go- 
vernment of Mexico binds itself not to found any new 
settlement, nor establish colonies, in the territory between 
the Nueces and the Rio Bravo del Norte. 

5. In compensation for the extension of its former 
limits, which the United Stales will acquire by the pre- 
ceding article, the government of the said United States 
agrees to pay, in the city of Mexico, to that of the repub- 
lic of Mexico, the sum of , which shall be 

placed at the disposal of the said government of the 
Mexican Republic at the lime of the exchange of the 
ratifications of the present treaty. 

G. The United States shall moreover take upon itself 
to satisfy completely to the claimants all which may be 
now due, and which may hereafter accrue, on account 
of the claims liquidated and adjudged against the Mexi- 
can Republic, according to the agreement entered into 
between both republics on the 11th of April, 1839, and 
the 30th of January, 1S43 ; and the Mexican republic 
Vol. IL 20 
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utmll hare nothing to pay in future on account of 4c 
mid claims. 

7. The government of the United Stales abo bwfe 
itself to take upon itself the complete payment at A 
claims of its citizens not yet decided, against me Mai- 
can Republic, from whatever motive they may proceed, 
or whatever may be the foundation of the said ciaoai, 
so that the accounts of all kinds which exist, or can be 
supposed to exist, between the government of Mem* 
and the citizens of the United States, until the date of 
the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty shall be 
considered definitively and for ever settled. 

8. In order that the government of the United States, 
in observance of the preceding article, may satisfy the 
undecided claims of its citizens against the Mexican 
Republic, there shall be established, by the government 
of the said United States, a tribunal of commissioners, 
whose decisions shall be definitive and conclusive, and 
the decision upon the validity of any demand shall be 
made according to the principles and rules which were 
established in articles 1 and 5 of the unratified conven- 
tion entered into in Mexico on the 20th of November, 
1843 ; and in no case will judgment be given in favor 
of a claimant, unless in accordance with the said rules. 
If the tribunal of commissioners should judge it neces- 
sary for the just decision of any demand, to see any 
books, registers, or documents, which may be in the pos- 
session of the government of Mexico, certified copies 
shall be remitted, on being requested — it being well un- 
derstood mat in each case the point to be proved shall 

L have been specified upon oath, before any demand shall 
■b. be made for the stated books. 

Hi & All the temples, houses, and edifices dedicated to 
HrBae service of the Catholic faith, in territories which 
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formerly belonged to the Mexican republic, and which 
by this treaty ate included within the limits of the United 
States, shall continue dedicated to the same services of 
the Catholic faith, without any variation, and under the 
special protection of the laws. Any effects, moveable 
or immoveable, which are dedicated to the maintenance 
of the Catholic religion, or any schools, hospitals, or 
other establishments of charity or benevolence, within 
the said territories, shall be in like manner protected. 
Finally, the communication of the Catholics existing 
within the same territory, with their respective autho- 
rized ecclesiastics, shall be frank, free, and unembar- 
rassed, even when the said ecclesiastics reside within 
the boundaries established by this treaty for the Mexican 
Republic; but there shall not be made any new demar- 
cation of ecclesiastical districts. 

10. Mexicans, residents of territory formerly belong- 
ing to Mexico, and who are now included within the 
limits of the United States, can at any time transfer 
themselves to the Mexican Republic, preserving in the 
said territories the property which they possess, or re- 
moving them or their value to where they desire, without 
on this account being subjected by the United States to 
any kind of contribution, tax, or impost. If these per- 
sons should prefer to remain in the territories which they 
now inhabit, they can preserve the title and rights of 
Mexican citizens, or acquire the title and privileges of 
citizens of the United States, if they so desire. 

11. All grants of lands made by Mexican authority 
in territories formerly belonging to Mexico, and which 
by this treaty remain for the future within the limits of 
the United States, are valid, and shall be sustained and 
preserved in all time by the government of the United 
States. 
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the project which your excellency was pleased to deliver 
to us o a the 27th of August last, and which has been 
the subject of our latter conferences, relates to the ces- 
sion on the part of Mexico — 1, of the state of Texas; 
2, of the territory this side the limits of that state, ex- 
tending to the left bank of the Bravo, and to the southern 
frontier of New Mexico ; 3, of all New Mexico ; 4, of 
the two Californias. 

The existing war has been undertaken solely on ac- 
count of the territory of the state of Texas, respecting 
which the North American republic presents as its title 
the act of the said state by which it was annexed to the 
North American confederation, after having proclaimed 
its independence of Mexico. The Mexican republic of- 
fering (as we have informed your excellency) to consent, 
for a proper indemnification, to the pretensions of the 
government of Washington to the territory of Texas, 
the cause of the war has disappeared, and the war itself 
ought to cease, since there is no warrant for its continu- 
ance. To the other territories mentioned in the 4th 
article in your excellency's draught, no right has here- 
tofore been asserted by the republic of North America, 
nor do we believe it possible for it to assert any. Con- 
sequently it could not acquire them, except by the right 
of conquest, or by the title which will result from the 
cession or sale which Mexico might now make. But as 
we are persuaded that the republic of Washington will 
not only absolutely repel, but will hold in abhorrence 
the first of these titles, and as, on the other hand, it 
would be a new thing and contrary to every idea of jus- 
tice to make war upon a people for no other reason than 
because it refused to sell territory which its neighbor 
sought to buy, we hope from the justice of the govern- 
d, people of North America that the ample modi- 
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from which it is separated hy the narrow gulf of Cortes. 
Your excellency has appreciated our remarks on this 
point, and we have been gratified to see that you have 
yielded to them. The preservation of Lower California 
would be enough to make it indispensable to keep a part 
of Upper California; for, otherwise, that peninsula would 
be without any means of communication by land with 
the rest of the republic, which is always a great embar- 
rassment, especially for a power like Mexico, which is 
not maritime. The grant which is oilered by our govern- 
ment (for the proper equivalent) of that part of Upper 
California which extends from the thirty- seventh degree 
upwards, not only allows to the United States the acqui- 
sition of an excellent eoast, of fertile lands, and also of 
untouched mines, but also presents to it the advantage 
of extending to that limit its Oregon possessions. The 
wisdom of the government of Washington, and the 
praiseworthy industry of the American people, will know 
how to draw rich fruits from the important acquisition 
which we now offer it. * 

In the 8th article of your excellency's draught, the 
grant of a free passage across the isthmus of Tehuantepec 
to the South Sea is sought in favor of the North Ame- 
rican citizens. We have orally explained to your ex- 
cellency that some years since the government of the 
republic granted to a private contractor a privilege with 
reference to this object, which was soon transferred, with 
the authority of the same government, to English sub- 
jects, of whose rights Mexico cannot dispose. There- 
fore your excellency will not wonder that upon this 
point we do not accede to the desires of your govern- 
ment. 

We have entered into this plain statement of the mo- 
s which the republic has for not agreeing to alienate 
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TV.; r«« !>c r .Tvee!i both countries will be established 
v |-j. ^i: : - so'dity S > tnendlv power (England) which 
his <.■■ r.;:!y .-tiered ;:s crod offices to Mexico and the 
I r.:"ri Ststes in the present contest, will now offer to 
gmr.: i:< C-i-~^"ee tor the taithfid fulfil men t of the treaty 
which may be concluded. The Mexican government 
believe that it would be very proper to solicit this 
guarantee. 

Our covemment directs us to recommend to your 
excellency that you will be pleased to communicate your 
decision upon the counter draught which we have the 
honor to present to you, within three days. 

The good and salutary work can, in our opinion, 
reach a happy end, if each of the contending parties 
resolves to abandon some of its original pretensions. 
This has always been so ; and no nation ever hesitated, 
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at such a juncture, to make great sacrifices to extinguish 
the destructive flame of war. Mexico and the United 
States have special reasons thus to act. We must 
confess, not without a blush, that we are exhibiting to 
mankind the scandal of two Christian people, of two 
republics, in the presence of all the monarchies, mutu- 
ally doing one another all the harm they can by disputes 
about boundaries, when we have an excess of land to 
people and cultivate in the beautful hemisphere where 
Providence caused us to be born. We venture to re- 
commend these considerations to your excellency before 
you come to a definite decision upon our propositions. 
We therefore do ourselves the honor to offer you our 
devotion and respect. 

JOSE J. DE HERRERA, 
BERNARDO COUTO, 
IGNACIO MORA Y VILLAMIL, 
MIGUEL ATRISTAIN." 

.. 

Most Excellent Sir: Although we have, from day to 
day, given an account to the supreme government of the 
progress of our conferences with the most excellent Don 
Nicholas Trist, commissioned with full powers by the 
United States, we nevertheless deem it proper to reca- 
pitulate here in writing, that which we have orally had 
the honor to state to you at large. 

In the evening of the 27th of August last, we met 
for the first time in the town of Atzcopozalco. Having 
exchanged our powers, we found those of Mr. Trist 
most ample to treat of all the existing differences be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, to define the limits 
of the two countries, and definitively conclude a peace. 
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On Wednesday we shewed die tiiil powers which the 
supreme C-" T enmeat w-is pleased to cobStf upon ns, and 
we entered- wick Mr. Tr^a into a lengthened, though 
culm, disvasswa upon the principal points of the 
iraugnt. wfcivh was continued throughout the subse- 
•pent Thursdav. The pjjtieiilars thereof we have com- 
oronicated to the supreme government. The point 
*P°n which, as a result of the discussion, the negotia- 
tion stopped, was this : Mr. Trist showed himself dis- 
P°«ed to abandon his Erst pretension to Lower California, 



QXSWA& wohih. 305 

and to a part of Upper California, by which the former 
might communicate by land with Sonora. He offered, 
that, if there remained no other point of difference for 
the conclusion of peace than that relative to the territory 
which is comprised between the Bravo and the Nueces, he 
would consult his government upon it, with some hope 
of a good result, although this step must occasion a 
delay of forty odd days in the negotiation. But the 
cession of New Mexico on our part was a condition 
which could not be yielded ; nor would he refer it anew 
to Washington, as he was quite certain his government 
deemed it a condition sbie qua non of peace. The other 
points referred to in the draught seemed to us attainable, 
by adopting on both sides terms of accommodation. 
Such, at least, was the opinion which we formed at the 
conferences. 

Having given an account to the supreme government 
of that which had taken place, your excellency commu- 
nicated to us your final determination in the note of yes- 
terday, conformably to which, and with the approbation 
of the cabinet council, we forthwith drew up, and on the 
same day delivered to Mr. Trist the counter draught and 
note, copies of which (numbered 1 and 2) are hereunto 
annexed. Without any fresh discussion, he offered to 
answer to-day, which he has done in the note of which 
the annexed (No. 3) is a copy. That puts an end to 
the commission with which the supreme government 
pleased to honor us, although in a manner contrary to 
our sincere desires and our endeavors throughout the 
negotiation. 

It only remains for us to say, that in our relations 
with Mr. Trist, we have found nothing but motives to 
appreciate his noble character, and that if at any lime 
the work of peace shall be consummated, it will be by 
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excellency; and the order to carry it into effect, which, 
without any claim on my part to the honor, has been 
placed in my hands, my sentiments being in unison villi 
those of the honorable body from which it emanates, re- 
iterates the protest in the most positive and emphatic 
manner ; and it grieves to add that it does not expect, 
under such circumstances, an honorable peace ; and ex- 
pects it still less, considering how little ability has been 
shown in turning to account the sacrifices made by the 
nation, and conducting this war in the manner which it 
hoped for — a war which it has been and will be in favor 
of, until peace can be made with dignity and honor, and 
such a peace as will be approved of by all liberal and 
just men throughout the world. 

I renew to your excellency the assurances of my due 
consideration. 

God, liberty, and federation. 

OLAGU1BEL. 

Toluca, August 26, 1847." 



Fellow-Citizens: Misfortune still pursues us; and 
■ the rout of our troops twice in one day, in the vicinity 
of the capital, has exposed us to the severest blow of 
fate. To this series of afflicting reverses others sliil 
greater may be added ; and to bear up against them will 
require the highest effort of patriotism, and a constancy 
proof against any trial. 

The misfortune of defeat is nothing compared with 
that of humiliation and ignominy. 

Our Ja.lb.ers died in order to give us independence, 
to free us from a foreign yoke, and that our country 
might hold a rank among nations. Let us die rather 



1 



RTH. 311 

fifty, without any physical blemish, remain at home, and 
care not to enlist in the National Guards, nor support 
any number of soldiers, nor serve the cause of the 
nation in any one of the ways now mentioned ; as, for 
instance, making prisoners of the scattered soldiers of 
the foe, catching his mules and horses, and seizing his 
wagons, and destroying his munitions of war. 

A nation and its inhabitants are defended by means 
of a military or a popular force, and certainly their de- 
fence by the latter is really the most efficacious, and less 
expensive, because the people who do not choose it can 
never be conquered by another ; and had not a series 
of unfortunate events occurred to enervate the spirit of * 
the people, the march of twelve thousand men upon our 
capital would never have been witnessed. 

Your excellency knows that the Argentine Republic 
is inferior, in point of population, to any one of our 
states ; yet will your excellency remember that eleven 
thousand Englishmen perished in the streets of Buenos 
Ayres, harassed even by the women, who hurled upon 
them from their, ho use-tops, furniture, stones, and boiling 
water. 

I copy and publish this supreme decree for your ex- 
cellency, in order that you may enforce the accomplish- 
ment of all that has been expressed in it, upon the part 
of the Mexican inhabitants of this capita! ; and when 
the ablest of its population, comprised among its pro- 
prietors, merchants, and officials, shall go forth, gun in- 
hand, to encounter the enemy, those that remain in the 
city will defend it to its very last intrenchment ; and for 
that purpose, your excellency will command that stones 
and every other kind of missiles and projectiles, be col- 
lected and placed upon the house-tops, for the. emer- 
gency, so soon as it arrives, charging the alcades, 
Vol. n. 21 
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of the peace, 



f the municipality, and justices of 
i tne execution of this order. 
i>d Liberty !" 

ret f tkt representative* of th* Stales of Mexico, JatistA 
i, to His hlictltriicy ike President ad interim of 

Most » xcellent Sir: The deputies who assembled 
k the 10th of this month had agreed to suspend their 
■tor-tings in the capital. Under these circumstances, 
die undersigned have to-day learned that the minister 
of foreign oifairs yesterday summoned the deputies for 
die purpose of discussing an arrangement with the in- 
nding army, and that there was a meeting, but not 
enough to constitute a quorum. 

The undersigned deem it their duty to declare, that 
existing circumstances in the cily of Mexico would not 
allow the legislative body the necessary freedom in its 
discussions and deliberations if it should assemble in 
thiit city ; and that it would not comport with the dignity 
of the republic that its representatives should deliberate 
then' on this matter. This opinion is the same as that 
which the congress itself entertained when, under less 
pressing circumstances, it passed a decree for removing 
its sessions to Queretaro — a decree which was not ful- 
filled in its other provisions, owing to unlawful proceed- 
ings, which are not a secret, and which resulted in a 
<lt termination not to repair to that city. 

But as it is absolutely beyond doubt that any arrange- 
ment which may be made with regard to external rela- 
tions, without the ratification of congress, will, besides 
being indecent under existing circumstances, being 
entirely null, as being unconstitutional, and will bring 
him by whom it may be made within the case of treason, 
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declared by article 5th of the law of 20th April, the 
undersigned are willing to repair to the city of Quere- 
taro, as sgon as your excellency shall issue the necessary 
summons to them for that place. 

The undersigned protest before the whole nation, and 
particularly before the states of Mexico, Jalisco, and 
Zacatecas, their constituents, that this resolution on their 
part, which, as the proceedings of congress referred to, 
show, is concurred in by a majority of their fellow-depu- 
ties, does not imply the abandonment of their duty, or a 
resignation, tacit or express, of the legislative power, 
but is the result of the indispensable necessity of having 
that freedom of discussion and deliberation, which does 
not now exist in the federal city, and of saving the 
republic from the ignominy which would inevitably 
attach to a treaty concluded and ratified under the guns 
of the enemy, and on the day succeeding unlooked-for 
reverses. 

All which we have the honor to communicate to your 
excellency, availing ourselves of the occasion to offer 
the assurances of our respect and consideration. 

tGod, Liberty, and Federation. 
Toluca, August 22, 1847. 
VALENTIN GOMEZ FARIAS, 
JOSE MARIA DE LACUNZA, 
LUIS DE LA ROSA, 
PASCAL GONZALEZ FUENTES, 
MARIANO OTERO, 
GOSME TORRES, 
MANUEL ROBSEDO, 
JOAQUIN NORRIEGA. 
To His Excellency the President of the i 
Congress of the Union." j 
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This settled the discussion. It was evident there could 
be no peace, and General Scott commenced hostilities. 
In this long correspondence we find the marks of his 
finger but once, and then upon a mere matter of mili- 
tary conduct. None can charge him with any participa- 
tion in the abortive attempt at negotiation with Mexico. 
Peace, in his own words, was to be conquered. 
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n Molino del Rey — Taking of Chapultepec — The Ame- 
a army enters the city of Mexico— List of killed and 
wounded — Scott's genera! orders — Santa Anna's prixbinu- 
tioo — Conclu sion . 

Gf.seb.il Scott having finally ascertained that the 
Mexican army had begun palpably to violate the terms of 
the armistice, and that the consequences of their operations 
at Molino del Rey might be important to the safety of 
his army, he directed General Worth, on September 
8th, at the head of his own division and Cadwilader's 
brigade, to destroy the place. This work, known by the 
Mexicans as Casas Matas, and celebrated in Mexican his- 
tory, is west of Chapultepec, an old palace of Montezuma, 
on the site of which have subsequently been erected a mili- 
tary school and fortress. The mill was within sii-pouiidet 
range of this post, and yet beyond them in (he same 
direction is a gentle slope, with a ravine which extends 
to within two hundred yards of the enemy's right. Here 
was stationed a heavy battery, commanded by Captain 
Huger, of the ordnance, to operate upon the buildings 
and defences. 

Before, however, this was done, Worth, at the head 
of his men, advanced to storm the position in the centre 
of its curtain or front. The heavy Mexican lire de- 
stroyed many men and officers, and the ranks would 
manifestly have been unable to advance, had not Cad- 
walader arrived. At this crisis a strong body of Mexi- 
can lancers, estimated at five thousand, dashed up to 
the charge, but were met by the light artillery of Dun- 
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can and the guns of Captain Drum. The Mens 
cavalry, during the whole war, never appears to km 
fulfilled the expectations formed of it, and biW 
(when cavalry halt in a charge they are defeatei.. 
Major Sumner, of the 2d dragoons, with a squadrons' 
his own, a squadron of the 1st, and a troop of liflft 
charged in headlong style, which completely routedlfc 
horse. Two unsuccessful attempts to rally their on 
were made by the Mexican officers. The infantrj tho 
advanced, and in a short time succeeded in earryiiE & 
buildings and breastworks which the enemy held, ami 
compelled them to retreat, capturing seven pieces rf 
artillery, a large quantity of ammunition, small arms, 
&c., and about six hundred prisoners. As soon astkv 
were driven from the buildings, Captain Drum and fo 
lonel Duncan advanced their light batteries, and Lieu- 
tenant Stone brought forward one of the twenty-four- 
pounders, the whole of which opened a most destruc- 
tive fire upon them, as they retreated across a low plain 
to the rear of the position they at first occupied. 

The American loss was very severe, the Mexicans 
being under cover, and fighting unusually well. While 
the cavalry were passing in front of the enemy, in order 
to charge the column of lancers, they were not under 
fire more than ten seconds, and during that time they 
sustained a loss of six officers wounded, thirty-two pri- 
vates killed and wounded, and a loss of one hundred 
and five horses. There were but two officers that did 
not have their horses shot under them. Nothing will 
belter exemplify the admirable discipline of Major Sum- 
ner's command, than the fact that during the charge. 
horses, the riders of which had been shot, wheeled, 
formed fours, and went through every change of position 
id gait with the strictest accuracy. 
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Colonel Riley was now thrown forward from San 
Angel to La Piedad, to control the entrance, to Mexico by 
the San Antonio road. General Pillow was now advanced 
-within supporting, distance, and so the army retnt*ned 
until the 11th. During that time the officers of engi- 
neers were busily engaged in reconnaissances, and dis- 
tinguished themselves in the greatest degree. On the 
11th, a large force of cavalry was thrown out from the 
Mexican posts to make a demonstration, probably against 
a battery of the 1st artillery, commanded by Captain 
Magruder, and which, posted at eight hundred yards 
distance, gave, them much annoyance. A few rounds 
drove them back, though the guns of the fort immedi- 
ately opened on the American battery. 

During that day, General Twiggs, with the rest of his 
division, arrived at Piedad, and General Pillow mo»ed 
with his division to the south of Tacubaya, and took a po- 
sition onthewestsideofChapultepec. General Quitman, 
with his division, occupied the road from Tacubaya to the 
city of Mexico, General Worth's division remaining in 
Tacubaya. 

During that night three batteries were planted in front 
of Chapuitepee, or «hffl of the gr ass hopper ," on* U 
the holy spots of the old Aztec race- In the noun* ** 
the night three heavy batteries were pUn**-i ■» ****** *■* 
the casUe of Chapuitepee: No- 1, cosuw-i^ jwjr '--**-- 
tain Drum ; No. 2, by Lieutenant Ua«n*T s '* «*** ***• 
nance corps ; No. 3, by Lieutenant Sm«*--4w **«<•** *** 
general command and iii|m i iiiU nsw W" r *■" *.**p'>«.* »- v ^y » 
chief of the ordnance. Also, staring *m **&*-. ^7* 
Twiggs's division planted Captasa &*!%?* <+?* *■*** "* 5 ** 
frontoftheforrincanonsonli^Sfl^AJ^^^^' ''"^I'/.J^'t^ | 
intended that General Twiggs a 
purpose of drawing oat the t 
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At daylight on the morning of the 12th, all the batte- 
ries opened — the first, made by General Twiggs's diri 
sion, succeeded admirably. As soon as Captain Slept « 
opened his guns, the enemy made a demonstration 
with several heavy columns, which, by an admirable ant 
rapid fire, this most meritorious young officer routed 
The service of this battery is said to have been one of tbi 
best pieces of practice exhibited during the war. 

On the morning of the 13th it was determined to stoni 
Chapultepec. General Scott, who *had made himseli 
perfectly acquainted with its strength, determined to as 
well tried troops in its assault, and for the storming par 
ties, went for men to the divisions of those officers whi 
know no such word as Jail, Twiggs and Worth. Tbi 
American heavy guns maintained their tire on the works 
and General Quitman, supported by General P. F. Smith 
advanced to the attack. General Pillow, with the volti- 
geurs at the head of his division, passed Molina de 
Rey, and ascended the left side of the hill. Genera 
Worth occupied the right of Pillow, and between hire 
and that general was a portion of Quitman's division 
Pillow, Quitman, and Worth, advanced simultaneously, 
and swept the enemy from the work. The voltigenrc 
advanced with great rapidity, and were enabled, by tht 
deadly fire of their rifles, to prevent the enemy from ex- 
ploding a mine, which would have annihilated Pillow's 
command. Just as this division advanced to the cresl 
of the hill, Captain Ransom fell dead, and Brigadier- 
General Shields, Quitman's second, was wounded. 
This work was commanded by old Bravo, who, with his 
second, was made prisoner. 

At the time Colonel Ransom was killed, General Pil- 
low was wounded, and General Worth united his division 
to his own, and advanced towards the gate of St. Come 
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by the aqueduct of Chapultepec. General Quitman ad- 
vanced along the aqueduct of La Piedad, which the 
citadel of Mexico controlled. The Mexicans opposed 
each of these columns with great courage, so that Gene- 
ral Worth, weakened by the bard fighting of the day, 
was repulsed at first, and could not make a permanent 
lodgment until nearly sunset, when the howitzer battery 
and several siege guns were sent to his assistance. Gene- 
ra] Quitman met with a resistance as stubborn ; and a 
gallant reconnoissance having been made by Lieutenants 
Beauregard, of the engineers; Lovel, of General Quit- 
man's staff; and Van Doren, of General Smith's staff; 
the Rifles, supported by a small force of infantry, were 
advanced for the purpose of picking off the artillerists, 
which they did, being partially covered by the aque- 
duct, with great success and accuracy. 

The Mexican artillery was then about to be with- 
drawn, when a charge was ordered, and the main work, 
with two guns, captured, and turned on the retreating 
enemy. Three times the enemy attempted to retake the 
position, but were regularly beaten back by the rifles 
and grape. They sought to find a cover for advance 
under the arches of the aqueduct, but again were beaten 
off. During the whole evening, the citadel and other 
Mexican positions kept up a continuous fire on the gate. 
Al this point, Captain Drum was mortally wounded. 
No one had been more distinguished than he, who, it 
will be remembered, had retaken the American guns 
captured at Buena Vista, and had used them with such 
tearful accuracy at Molino del Rey on the 8tb. This last 
battle in the streets of Mexico is known as La Garriia. 

During the night, General Quitman threw up a breast- 
| on which he mounted two eighteens, a sixty-eight 

Lzer, and a twenty-four howitzer. Worth also got 
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his gtUB nto position, so as to rake the intervening spate 
between them and the plaza grande. 

General Scott, on the morning of the 14th, purposed 
to occupy the Paseo A'uevo, and had issued orders to 
that effect to General Twiggs to move from Piedad. 

On the night of the 13th, however, Santa Anna re- 
treated again from the city, to which he had, during the 
armistice, returned from Guadalupe. His loss was im- 
mense ; and among the prisoners was the gallant old 
Bravo, a hero of the revolution, and one of the few 
Mexican men of note, the character of whom is irre- 
proachable. 

On the morning of the 14th, the division of Quit- 
man, in two columns, entered the city at seven o'clock. 
The line of battle was formed in the plaza, and the 
American flag was hoisted over the National Palace. 

General Worth advanced with his division, and met 
with much difficulty. He halted on the other side of the 
palace, at a short distance. In one of the street lights, 
which recalled to them Monterey, the gallant Colonel 
Garland was severely wounded by a shot fired from a 
window. 

The Mexicans yet resisted, and at eight o'clock 
General Scott entered the city with all his staff, escorted 
by the 2d dragoons and mounted rifles and Indiana 
cavalry. As he rode into the plaza he was greeted bv 
one shout from all the army, and the " Star-Spangled 
Banner" from the mounted band of the 2d dragoons. 

By a wise course all opposition was put down ; all 
houses from which there was firing upon the troops., 
were sacked ; and in a short time Mexico was under 
better government and more strict police than it had 
been since the days of the old viceroys. 

One of the first acts of General Scott was to organize 



GENERAL WORTH. 321 

a civil government, at the head of which he placed Gen- 
eral Quitman, of the volunteer service, a fit compliment 
to one who had contributed so much to the capture. 

In the various fights between Molino del Rey and the 
Plaza Grande, the American loss in killed and wounded 
was immense. The following is the list of officers of all 
arms killed and wounded. 

Officers Killed. 

Brevet Colonel Martin Scott, 5th infantry, captain 
in the line. 

Lieutenant W. T. Burwell, 5th infantry. 

Colonel William H. Graham, 11th infantry (late 
major 4th.) 

Captain Merrell, 5th infantry, 

Captain G. W. Ayres, 3d artillery. 

Lieutenant Burhank. 

Captain E. K. Smith. 

k Lieu tenant- Co I one! Dickinson. 
Lieutenant E. B. Strong, 5th infantry. 
Lieutenant W. Armstrong, 2d artillery. 
Lieutenant Farry, 3d artillery. 
Major L. Twiggs, U. S. M. C. 
Captain A. Van Olinda. 
Lieutenant Dick Johnson, 11th infantry. 
Lieutenant-Colonel C. W. Baxter, N. Y. regiment. 
Lieutenant- Colonel Ransom. 

Officers Wounded. 
Major-General G. J. Pillow. 

Colonel Mcintosh, 5th infantry, severely, (reported 
killed.) 

Major C. A. Waite, 8th infantry, badly. 
Major G. Wright, 8th infantry, slightly. 
Captain Cady, 6th infantry, slightly. 
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Captain Larkin Smith, 8th infantry, severely. 

Captain Walker, 6th infantry, severely. 

Captain R. Anderson, 3d artillery, severely. 

Assistant Surgeon W. Roberts, dangerously. 

Captain J. L. Mason, corps of engineers, severe];. 

Lieutenant M. L. Shackelford, 2d artillery, severely. 

Lieutenant C. S. Hamilton, 5th infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant C. B. Daniels, 2d artillery, severely. 

Lieutenant Ernst, 6th infantry, severely — lost right 
hand. 

Lieutenant J. G. Burbank, 8th infantry, mortally. 

Lieutenant J. D. Clark, Sth infantry, badly. 

Lieutenant C. F. Morris, Sth infantry, severely— lost 
right foot. 

Lieutenant J. Beardsiy, 8th infantry, badly. 

Lieutenant G. Wainwright, Sth infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant H. J. Hunt, 2d artillery, slightly. 

Lieutenant J. G. S. Snelling, Sth infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant H. F. Clarke, 2d artillery, slightly. 

Lieutenant W. Hayes, 2d artillery, slightly. 

Lieutenant J. G. Foster, corps of engineers, 

Assistant Surgeon J. Simons, slightly. 

Lieutenant Dent, 5th infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant H. Prince, 4th infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant A. B. Lincoln, 4th infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant Herman Thome, 3d dragoons, aide to 
Colonel Garland, severely. 

Lieutenant Montgomery, Sth infantry, slightly. 

Lieutenant Andrews, 3d artillery, slightly. 

Captain Croghan Ker, 2d dragoons, severely. 

Lieutenant Tree, 2d dragoons, severely. 

Lieutenant Walker, mounted rifles, slightly. 

Lieutenant Williams, 3d dragoons, slightly. 

Major Savage, 14th infantry, slighdy. 



;, severely. 
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Major Talcott, voltigeure, slightly. 

Captain Guthrie, 11th infantry, slightly. 

Captain Irvin, 11th infantry, slightly. 

Lieutenant Lee, 11th infantry, slightly. 

Lieutenant Kintzing, voltigeurs, slightly. 

Lieutenant Thomas Shields, 14th infantry, slightly. 

Lieutenant Swan, voltigeurs, slightly. 

Major A. Montgomery. 

Captain Thomas Glenn. 

Captain William H. Irwin. 

Captain E. C. Williams. 

Captain James Miller. 

Captain James Caldwell. 

Major A. H. Gladden. 

Brigadier-General James Shields. 

Assistant Adjutant-General F. N. Paige. 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General M. Lovell. 

Assistant Adjutant-General W. W. Marlcell. 

Volunteer Aide-de-Camp George Wilkins Kendall. 

Lieutenant-Colonel John Garland. 

Major W. W. Loring. 

Brevet Colonel J. E. Johnson. 

Captain J. H. Williams. 

Captain James Barclay. 

Captain C. H. Pearson. 

Captain D. E. Hungerford. 

Captain Mirichell Danley. 

Captain D. H. McPhail. 

Captain J. S. Simensen. 

Captain J. B. Backenstos, mounted rifles. 

Captain J. S. S. Tucker. 

Captain George Nauman. 

Captain Silas Casey. 

Captain J. fi. Magruder. 






Captain J. M. Scantland. 

Captain Robot G. Gale. 

Captain Moses J. Barnard, roltigrurs. 

Colonel S. M. Trousdale. 

The total of the killed, wounded, and missing, w, I 
by official reports, as follows: 



1. General Worth's division, 140 766 

2. General Twiggs's division, 36 194 

3. General Pillow's division, 31 111 

4. General Quitman's division, 4) 26T 

Total, 338 133S 

Killed, wounded, and missing;, in the four division* I 
of Generals Worth, Twiggs, Pillow, and Quitman, sis- 
teen hundred and twenty-three. 

The Mexican loss it is impossible to ascertain, 1 
has been immense. Among the killed, at Chapultepec, 
were General Juan Nepomueeno Perez, Colonel Juai 
Cano, a distinguished officer of engineers, and Lieuten- 
ant Lucian Calve, one of General Bravo's aids. Gene- 
ral Saldana was badly wounded, as were many olhei 
distinguished officers. Five generals, three coloj 
seven lieutenant-colonels, and near one hundred majors, 
captains, and lieutenants, were taken prisoners, together 
with eight hundred or more rank and file. This is but 
a portion of their loss. 

During the advance of the American army, the de- 
serters captured at Churubusco were dealt with accord- 
ing to the laws of war. Thirty were hung at Mixcoac, 
on the 13th of September, and twenty at San Angel- 
The leader of the party, Riley, escaped capital punish- 
ment, it having been proved that he deserted before the 
war technically existed. 
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merciful. His noble brethren in arms will 
i Ibis hearty appeal from their commander 

WINFIELD SCOTT." 

next day was published — 

" General Order, No. 186. 



The general-'in on his brethren in arms 

to return, both in public and private worship, thanks and 
gratitude to God for the glori is and signal triumphs 
which they have recently achievi d for their country, be- 
ginning with the 19th of August, and ending on the 14th 
of September. 

This army has gallantly fou ht its way through the 
fields and forts of Confreres, San Antonio, Churubusco, 
Molino del Rey, Chapultepec, and the gates of San 
Gosler and Tacubaya, into the capital of Mexico. When 
the very limited number who had performed those bril- 
liant deeds shall have become known, the world will be 
astonished, and our countrymen filled with joy and ad- 
miration. 

But all is not done. The enemy, though scattered 
and dismayed, has still many fragments of his late army 
hovering about us ; and, aided by an exasperated popu- 
lation, he may again reunite in treble our numbers, and 
fall upon us to their advantage, if we rest inactive on 
the security of past victories. Compactness, vigilance, 
and discipline, are therefore our only securities. 

Let every good officer and man stoutly regard these 
cautions, and enjoin them upon all others. 

By command of Major-General Scott. 

H. L. SCOTT, A.A.A.G." 
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These were the deliberate acts and earnest thoughts 
of the general, and will atone for many hasty expres- 
sions. 

General Santa Anna also published a proclamation — 
his last address — viz : 

" The President of ike integral Republic of Mexico to his fellow- 
countrymen : 
With the most poignant and profound grief, do I an- 
nounce to yon, that it was after repeated and extraordi- 
nary efforts, and after fifteen hours' incessant fighting, I 
saw myself under the necessity of abandoning the capi- 
tal, with my ranks remarkably thinned by the projectiles 
of the enemy, who penetrated our nearest lines, strewing 
the way with their bodies, and with those of the noble 
Mexicans, who so gloriously defended, inch by inch, the 
rights and honor of their country. You have been wit- 
nesses that I have created resources at a time when there 
were none ; that I labored day and night ; that I erected 
fortifications around Mexico ; that I organized and 
assembled a powerful army, in order that I might wrest 
some favor from fortune, which has been so averse to us. 
The insubordination of one general subverted my entire 
plan of operations — a thing which you already know. 
In the convent, and bridge of Churubusco, the enemy 
received some very severe lessons, which were thrice 
repeated afterwards in the fort of Chapultepec, the 
suburbs of Belen and St. Carlos, and finally in the cita- 
del. But the valor of many of our soldiers of the guard 
and of the army, was not always supported, yet was it 
only by fire and sword that thej enemy, in a day most 
fatal to the nation, made himself master of the capital. 
I have anxiously sought death in all parts, because a loss 
so great has occasioned me the most profound despair. 
In Chapultepec I received a contusion, in Belen m>j 
Vol. U. 22 






datlm were pierced by the balls of the em 
around me disappeared the best soldiers of the 
What remains to me, then, in the midst of this 
anguish which assail roe, the unprofitable ccnseiomw 
that 1 have personally sustained the combat to the ran; 
last extremity, and that I have sold dearly to the eoemj 
his astonishing victory. He has seen me in the front! 
Angostura, Cerro Gordo, Churubusco, ChapaltepK. 
Belen, St. Cosme, and the citadel, and he shall Id 
me, 1 swear to you, wherever it shall be useful a.ndjjo' 
rious for me to combat. 

I ought also to announce to you that I have spool* 
neousiy resigned the presidency of the republic, caliire 
to assume it, according to the constitution, the presidert 
of the supreme court of justice, with the associates, wto 
will be the depositaries of power, until the national con- 
gress can decide who is he to whose guidance shall bt 
intrusted its future destinies. 

When power was intrusted to me under the most try- 
ing circumstances, I accepted it, in order that 1 migtt 
combine the elements of resistance existing in the coun- 
try ; and upon the enemy's advance towards the capital, 
I resumed military command, that I might oppose to biffi 
a force of considerable strength, and concentrate all out 
resources for its defence. But after the fall of the capi- 
tal, circumstances have been altered, and now a divisic* 
of the commands is requisite to promote the same ob- 
jects — to attack the enemy in his line of communication 
from Vera Cruz to the capital is imperiously urgent, anil 
I alone must take upon me that responsibility, because 1 
feel it incumbent upon me, ever to place myself in that 
quarter in which there is the most peril. The supreme 
magistracy cannot be exposed to the hazard of war, and 
it is necessary to locate it amid population and wealth. 



■ 
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in order that it be not given over to anarchy, and in or- 
der that it may again arise with power and with glory. 

For this reason have I surrendered an authority to me 
so laborious and so bitter, and in whose reception and 
laying down I have, aspired to nothing more than the 
welfare of my beloved country. I may have committed 
some errors in the discharge of my civil obligations, but 
be assured that my desires and my hopes have known 
no other stimulus than the noble one of sustaining the 
rank of the nation in which I first saw light, and which 
has laden me with honors and with favors. 

I have said it before, and here repeat it, that I never 
despair of the fate of my country. If faction be silent, 
and will listen to the sovereign voice, if we be unanimous 
in our desires and in our yearnings, there is yet time to 
hurl the enemy from the soil which he pollutes by his 
presence. It is known to you that I rejected a peace 
which would reduce the republic to a nullity, the most 
absurd and complete. The' nation has desired, and still 
desires war ; let us continue it then with the greatest in- 
trepidity, and my example shall be a most ardent one. 

Factions cannot now dispute with me concerning the 
power, which with pleasure I abandon ; if they would 
dispute with me, let them come to the field of battle ; 
there they will find me serene and firmly consecrated as 
ever to lie most generous and holy of causes. What 
do we care for misfortunes ? Misfortune is the crucible 
of nations, and never is the Mexican nation grander than 
when she strives to force from destiny the victory which 
God and Justice promise us. Mexicans ! thirty years have 
passed over since you proclaimed your independence, 
amid perils and privations : sustain it for ever. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

City or Guadalupe, Hidalgo, ) 
September 16th : l«47.*' \ 
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Ik connexion with the difficulty between General Kearney 
and Commodore Stockton, the author is induced to collate the 
following extracts from the journals of the day : 



[From the New York Sun.] 

When General Kearney was on his march from Santa Fe, he met 

officer and party on their way to the United States, with despatches 
from Commodore Stockton, who informed him that the country was 
in a quiet state, which induced the general to send back a part of his 
force, and to come on with only one hundred men in advance of the 
rest of his troops. When within eight leagues of San Diego, to the 
surprise of all, they were surrounded by the enemy, from three hun- 
dred to four hundred strong. 

The general intrenched himself, and sent an express to Commo- 
dore Stockton for assistance, who was at San Diego with about five 
hundred sailors and marines; which not being promptly complied 
with, from some cause not known, another messenger was despatched 
by the general on the third day, who informed the commodore that the 
general was surrounded by the enemy, that his little army was in great 
distress, and subsisting on their mules, and that, if he did not receive 
immediate relief, the general would cut his way through the enemy, if 
it cost the lives of his whole party. The commodore then sent out a 
force of two hundred and fifty to three hundred ; and as soon as they 
made their appearance, the cowardly Californians fled. General Kear- 
ney then marched to San Diego, joined Commodore Stockton, and 
planned the battles of the 8th and 9th January, when La Ciudad de 
k>8 Angelos was a second time taken. 

The general showed his orders, instructions, and appointment aa 
military and civil governor of California, to Commodore Stockton, 
who immediately suspended the civil functions of the general, issued 
hiB own proclamation as governor, and afterwards appointed Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Fremont governor of the territory. General Kearney 
informed Commodore Stockton that he would temporarily submit to 
bis assumption of authority, as he did not wish, at this critical period. 
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and soon after look piissage in (he Cyans i 
Monterey, where he met Comnwdore Shubrick, who supersedes Con 
inudors Stockton u commander-in-chief of the naval forces. 

Lieutenant Emory, who crossed the Isthmus at Che aauie time tkt 

te to Ihs editor of the New York Courier ml. 

inquirer (evidently for the purpose of counteract in g impress™ 

which the publication! in the CaUfomian Extra were intended to mak« 

bar*], as follows; 

•• Panama, March 13, 1847. 
To Mr Bditm of the Ntw York Courier and Ei.yuirer .■ 

Sir: By the arrival of the United States ship Dale, this day, I an 
placed in possession of ' The Califarninn Extra,' published si Mon- 
terey, January 2&ll, 1B17. containing a letter dated Ciudnd de loa At. 
galos, January Hih, purporting to give the account of the battles of 
the —ili sad 'Jih January. 

Many copies uf this paper are in the mail-bag of the Dale, intended 
the United States. 

The letter in question says. ■ The skill in management and deier- 
mined courage and bravery of our commodore (Stockton], gave to ail 
tlie fullest confidence of a victorious result of this brilliant affair,' &c 

It also says, ' The success attending the Califormans in their fight 
wuli Captain Mervine at San Pedro, and afterwards with General 
Kearney at Sen Prtsqusl, made them very bold and arrogant, and 
every man of ua was determined to retrieve, if possible, the credit of 

Now, sir, the facts are as follows: No order of any moment was 
given, tidier in the fight of the Blh or the 9th, which was not gi«i; 
by General Kearney it) person, or through the undersigned, as his 
sating assistsnl sdjui ant -general. General Kearney commanded the 
troops in both battlea. 

At the battle of San Pasqual, which took place one hour before 
day, on the morning of the Sill of December. General Kearney at- 
tacked, best, and chased some miles, one hundred mid sixty well- 
mounted Californians, with less than one hundred dragoons, i 
by an unexampled march over the deserts of America of 

The statements and imputations in this ' Californiau 
therefore folse. 

Very respectfully yours, 

WILLIAM H. EMORY, 
Lieut erw fir eorpt topographical atginten." 
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Angell's Reader, No. 4. 

A gradual advance from the Third Number, and designed as a Reading 
and Spelling Book, and containing a variety of useful and entertaining 
matter. Price 30 cents. 

Angell's Reader, No. 6. 

A Reading Book for the higher classes in Common Scools, with Spell- 
ing Lessons and Definitions adapted to each reading section. Price 
50 cents. 

Angell's Reader, No. 6, or Select Reader. 

Being a selection of pieces, in Prose and Verse, which can scarcely 
fail to interest the mind, improve the heart, and inform the under- 
standing ; accompanied with an Explanatory Key, containing much 
useful information ; and a large collection of Verbal- Distinctions, with 
illustrations. Designed as a Reading Book for the highest classes m 
Academies and Schools. Price 75 cents. 

The whole forming a Series of interesting, useful, and economical School 
Books. 

These Six Volumes, compiled by Oliver AnoblLj comprise a Series which is 
undoubtedly more suitable for the purpose for which they are designed, than 
any previous publications ; and they are more popular among those who have 
the direction of education than any ever prepared iu this country. There U a 
decided advantage in possessing sets of KlememYry books by the same author, 
who has pursued a similar plan with each, rising step by step, and who, it is pre- 
sumed, would be better able to preserve the proper gradation of style and matter, 
thou sevtral individuals would* 

COATES'S NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

First Lines of Natural Philosophy, divested of Mathematical Formula ; 
being a practical and lucid Introduction to the Study of the Sciences. 
Designed for the use of Schools and Academies. Illustrated with 
264 cuts. By Reynell Coates, M. D. This work has already 
passed through several editions and been introduced into many of 
the first schools in the United States. Duodecimo, Price 75 cents. 

I have examined with some care the " First Lines of Natural Philosophy," 
by Reynell Coates, M. D.. published by E. H. Butler & Co., and I believe it 
to be a work unusually well calculated to give to the student a clear understand- 
ing of the different subjects upon which it treats. The clear and familiar style 
of the author, and his mode of preparing the learner to comprehend the meaning 
of the different scientific terms, previous to their being used in the work, are 
advantages in my opinion of no small merit. 

Signed. 

BENJAMIN HALLOWELL. 

Philadelphia, September, 1846. 

Coates* First Lines in Natural Philosophy, is ased as a text-book for the junior 
classes in this institution. 

JOIIN S. HART, 
Principal qf Central High School. 
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COATES'S PHYSIOLOGY. 
Firs* Lines of Physiology ; t*mg an lnrrodui 
wrin*n in Popular Language Designee 

Schools, Academies, mid General Readers. By Rev.\et.l Go*xn 
M. D. Suih Edition, illustrated with engravings, Price 11.00. 

4 a subject of the deepest in terettt" all who are ir**inm* properly id 
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... _dvi in tlio work nnwotfertal to the public. Ucamuili 
lie regarded" objectionable by the mil I'utlidioui ikiich? 

KENDALL'S URANOGRAPHY: 

Or. a Description of the Starry Heavens. Designed for (he nseof 
Schools and Academies; accompanied by nn Atlas of the Deafens, 
•ho wing the placei of the principal Stars, Clusters, and Nebuln. 
By E. Otis Kemiill, Professor or Mathematics and Astronomy in 
the Control High School of Philadelphia, and Member of the 
American Philosophical Society. The (J renography contains 3tti 
pages mid 9 fine engravings ; the Atlas is in quarto, and contains is 
large maps. Price of the Uranography and Atlas 11.25. 
UninngnnliF, u ths word imports, It simply a daantptios of Die Hearens. It 
tpfiM, OS ilminpniilicd from Praaunl Astronomy Ailrnnumy, as i 
praelieal science, r.^juirr. I he i.'e of costly nislrntn.-iils nnd knowledge of ths 
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HART'S CLASS BOOK OF POETRY. 

HART'S CLASS BOOK OF PROSE. 

Being Selections from distinguished English and American Authors, 
from Chaucer to the present day ; the ".hole arranged in Chronological 
Order, with Biographical and Critical Remarks. Price 75 cents each, 
sold separately. 
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HART'S CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

A Brief El posit ion of (lie Constitution of ihe United Slates. By Jobs 
S. LIibt. A. M. , Principal of the Central High School. Fourth edi- 



HART'S ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 

An Exposition of ihe Principles and Usages of the English Language. 
Price 38 cents. 



i o» Public School", ) 






*iiwl* of" Me'iJiiu-ic!. 
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ir School Tiachbi 



FLORENCE, Sat. 

■ '> AUOCIATIOI), > 



W KEil NEDY, Rat. Sttrilart 
mni, Ttii thousand" copioi hiving sircny b. 



COMSTOCK'S ELOCUTION. 

A System of Elocution, with special reference 10 Gesture, to the 
Treatment of Stammering, and Defective Arli dilution, com- 
prising numerous Diagrams and Engraved Figures illuitritivo of 
the subject. By Andrew Cokstoci, M. D,, Principal of lha Vocal 
and Polyglot Gymnasium. Eighth edition, enlarged. Pries 11,00. 
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COMBTOCK'8 PHONETIC READER. 

Tta Pbowck Rmdw: eannMutg of a SeW 
and Moral, in Proa* and Vena, [n bulb (ha 
br\ ; 10 which 11 prefiied a System of Voc 
Ax»u* Connoci. M. D.. Principal of the Vocal ai Nlf 
Gymnasium. Price 91.0a. 

COMSTOCK'S PHONETIC SPEAKER. 

Tba Phonetic Speaker: consisting of the 1*1 jmiilll— 1 cud Ek 
in the Author's System of Elocution, wiih additions; tbe 
printed in the New Alphabet only, nnd illustrated with mnMM 
Engravings. By AsDatw Comstocb:, M. D., Principal of ** 
Vocal and Polyglot Gym nasi urn. Price #1.00. 

GREEN'S ALGEBRA. 

Gradation* in Algebra. By Ricqiid W. Giliv IZmo. am 

P„C. 6J „. U . 

Thin w.irk is nnd in the Pnhlic Schvll of the tily ant codjiit uf PfcilaW 

la, uul Mi puted through sis editions. 



' TO GRADATIONS IN ALGEBRA. 



M'CARTNEY'S ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 

Price *1.00. 

VIRGINIA HOUSEWIFE. 



FROST'S EASY EXERCISES IN COMPOSITION. 

Price 35 cents. 
KENDALL'S WALKER'S GEOMETRY. 

Price 75 cents. 
RICHARDSON'S NEW ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 

A New Dictionary of the English Language, fly Cns.iu.Ea RichaID- 
sow. Two volumes quarto, 2300 pp. Originally published si I 
part of that highly scientific work, the Encyclopedia Metropolitans 
Price, best sheep binding, $13. 
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DONNEQAN'8 GREEK AND ENGLISH LEXICON: 

Revised and Enlarged. By Robert B. Patton, Professor of Ancient 
Languages in the College of New Jersey, with the assistance of J. 
Addison Alexander, D. D., of the Theological Seminary of Prince- 
ton, N. J. 1 vol. octavo, 1420 pp. Price, fine sheep, 94. 

The quick sale of so many large editions of thU Lexicon, if the beat evidence 
the publisher* could desire of its aoceptableiiess to scholars generally. 

From C. C. Felton, Professor of Greek Literature, Harvard University, Cam- 

bridge, Mass. 

T have, for some time past, been in the habit of consulting frequently the 
American edition of Dounegun's " Greek and English Lexicon." I have no 
hesitation in saving, that it is a most valuable addition to the means of acquiring 
h knowledge of the Greek language and literature ; and that it deserves to be 
extensively adopted in the schools and colleges of the United States. The 
A inericau editor has long stood among the most distinguished men of letters in our 
country ; and is well known, in particular, for his masterly knowledge of Greek. 

FLEMING AND TIBBIN'S FRENCH AND EN- 
GLISH DICTIONARY. 

An entirely new and complete French and English and English and 
French Dictionary, adapted to the present state of the two Languages. 
By Professor Fleming, Professor of English in the College of Louis le 
Grand, and Professor Tib bins, author of several lexicographical 
works ; with important additions by Charles Picot, Esq., Professor 
of French in the University of Pennsylvania, and Judah Dobson, 
Esq. Member of the American Philosophical Society, &c. &c. 1 
vol. octavo, 1400 pp. Price, fine sheep, $4. 

FLEMING AND TIBBIN'S FRENCH AND EN- 
GLISH DICTIONARY. 

Abridged and adapted to the use of Academies and Schools. By Pro- 
fessor Charles Picot and Judah Dobson, Esq. 1 vol. duodecimo, 
724 pp. Price, sheep, $1.25. 

This work has been made on the basis of the ROYAL DICTIONARY EN- 
HUSH AND FRENCH AND FRENCH AND ENGLISH, compiled from the 
Dictionaries of Johnson, Todd, Ash, Webster, and Crabbe, from the last edition 
of Chambaud, Garner, and J. Descarrieres, the sixth edition of the Academy, the 
Supplement to the Academy, the Grammatical Dictionary of Laveaux, the Uni- 
versnl Lexicon of Boiste, and the standard technological works in either lan- 
guage ; and containing, 1st, all the words in common use, with a copious selection 
of terms obsolescent or obsolete, connected with polite literature ; 9d, technical 
terms, or such as are in general use in the arts, manufactures, and sciences, it 
naval and military language, in law, trade, and commerce; 3d, terms geographical, 
Ac &c with adjectives or epithets elucidating history ; 4th, a literal and figured 
pronunciation for the lime of the Americans and English ; fith, accurate and die- 




M'CARTNEY'S. CALCULUS. 

The Principles of the Differential and Integral Calculus, and their 
application to Geometry. By Washington M'Cabt.yey, Professor 
of Mathematics in La Fayette College, Easion, Pa. 2d edition, flw. 
Price »1.50. 



E. H. Bctlkr &. Co., No. 23 Minor Street, Philadelphia, hon 
always on hand a full and complete assortment of boohs in 
departments of Literature and Science, which they will furnish at whole- 
sale at vory low rates, A liberal discount from the prices in the about 
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